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ABOUT THE JOURNAL 


‘This fs a quattely Jounal dealing with articles end research findings in 
veticus toeiel sciences, developmental strategies and other co-related manors 
‘amphasising the problems of the Scheduled Cestes end Scheduled Tribes, It 
publishes reviews of books peitaining to the aforementioned subjects 
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Contributions bused on Anthropology, Demogrephy, Economics, Human 
Geography, Musoology, Planning and Sociology with portcular reterence to 
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‘ond their bio-dato in» sopurato sheot biiet synopsis. 
No remuneration is pald to the contibutors. Only twenty-five offprints of the 
faiticles are supplied. Two coples of tho books should be sent for purpose 
of review. 


RATE OF SUBSCRIPTION 


‘Annu subscription of the Journal 
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Re, 16:00" 
‘The rates aro subject to revision 
Re. 2000) 


BACK IssuES 


avaliable for ele. The journal is also supplied on exchange 


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


‘The authors 210 golly retponsibie for the presentation and the manner of 
\iting'fof their stiles. The opinions expressed in the aticles are also of the 
‘uthoreand not of the Editor or the Editorel Bosrd. 


[All cottespondences sbout tho journel should bo addiessed to the Editor, 
‘Wibel @ Harijan  Resastch-cum-Teaining Institute, Unit, 
Bhubaneewar-751003. 


. PREFACE 


‘Tribal situation in the county has always been: sencitive and vulnerablo. The ethnographic 
‘accounts ofthe tibal communities give a chronicle of wibal disturbances which have been taking 
place in @ cyclic oxder in different parts of the county. The causes of tial unrest cre many, end 
‘of them the processes of land alienation. exploitation of the merchants end money-londers, stringent 
forest policy restricting the freedom of the tibels over forest are most important. 


vor since the Independence of India in 1847 the tribel srees are seething with discontent In 
‘rostor intensity and for the past decade cx so the rumblings of the growing discontent hes been 
‘explosive and st times hes led to lerge scale violence and armed conflict. The contemporary Wibel 
rebellion and disturbance are mainly the results of verious socio-peycholagical and political factor 
‘of which the complex processes of the adjustment of the tite! communities to the diem of the 
emerging naticn nd the impact ¢f the industrial end mining zctivitis on the Wibes are crucial 


‘As © part of the economic development of the county, Inéustilalistion has come to India in 
{big way in recent times. Some of the tribal areas such ex Bailadile in Bestar, Rourkela in 
‘Sundargarh and Hatia in Ranchi which ley hidden in thick forests cre sledy exposed t0 such 
‘development. The sound of the dumpers snd_ bulldozers znd of the wheels of the mills can now 
bbe heerd jn such out of the way places where only chrips of bitds disturbed the silence. The 
railway ines end the termes roads heye mede t easier for thousends of immigrents to reach these 
Dlaces. which, were a.decede or eo ego difficult of eccess and were thinly populated only by 
Primitive tribes. Medern townships provided with facilities such as wate: Supply, market centie, 
‘school, hospital and residential quarters have changed the lendscope cf the area where only # few 
lustre of tibet huts wore present. The most modern and the most primitive ae in juxtaposition 
In these industrial and mining bol. 


In the wake cf industilization leige scale acquisticn of tibel tend hws taken place, ond the 
forest economy of the teibels hos Been shattered. The wibals hove becn placed in a sian of 
‘tuddon controntatich with thousends of intruders from all ports of the country. The outcome of 
‘theae events is that the tibelé have beon displaced fiom their hecith end home ond ove rendered 
landless and unemployed. They have also. been over-takcn by a feoling of fear and. ineecurity 
reaulting in considereble. psychological stress ond iain Rehabilitetion and colonization of the 
slgplaced tibols have been tried in many places. But impicrersitenticn, defective planning end 
the porfunctury manner in which the problem of resettlement of tho affected Lipele his been 
tackled have resulted mace in fallure then in success of these schoms and widespreed reanntment 
‘meng the tribal 


This book brings togethar the problems which the tibsls are fecing a€ # result of the, Impact 
of the mining and Industiel setvities on them. 


‘Tho maln themes which were studied ere the processes of dieplecement, meseures of 
rchabiltation, probleme of adjustment of the tribals to industrial @iscipline. growing politcizstion 
‘of tribal situstion and messianic movements and manifestations ef titel unvest. The mining end 
the industisl cress which sre covered in the study ee Bailedite in Buster (M.F.) where the 
mechanized iron-ore mine isin operation; Rourkela in Sundesgath (Oriseo) where the steel pent 
is “jostled and Ranchi in Biher where the Heevy Engineating Corporation ig in'commission. A 
tow ibs! vileges and rchebiltstion centies were selected in the hinter lend of the mining and 
Industrial ress for the puipose of the study. 


{A scientitic study ef the tial unrest in its regional vorietions sed remificstons is lecking. 
But the occurrance of growing tribal disturbenese and discontent hes been 8 matter of great 
concern to the ‘social scientists in ganeral and administrators and political leaders. in particular, 


Ever since the tribal rebeliion took place in the tribal areas of Srikakulam district of Andhra 
Pradesh and Ganjam and Koraput districts of Orisss a6 @ result of the impact of the extremist 
ideology on the tibes of those areas, 


In response to the concsen the research project was d:signed for a systematic stock-teking 
Cf tribal situstion in three different ate2a, (1) the agency areas of Svikakulem, Ganjam and Koreput 
isticts, (2) the mining and Industial areas of Bsiladila, Rowkele and Ranchi 
{ontir areas of Arunachal Pradesh, The study of tribal situation inthe second zone 
‘ining and industrial areas isthe subject matter of tnis book. 


‘The frst arc gives a picture of tribal unrest resulting from the jafitation of the non-tibal 
peasants of tho coastal plains into tho heart of the agency areas. The second areas provides 
data of tribal discontent consequent upon the confrontation of the indegenous inhabitonts and 
‘tha immigrants, Tho third sea prosents = picture of tubal confit arising from the crisis of 
Values and Identity. The research findings ftom those three Zones are given separately. 


My eapecial thanks are due to Dr. B.D. Sharma, who was thon the Collector of 
Bastar, Or. Agarwal, tho Gonoral Monager of Stool Pient, Rourkela and the Collector of Ranchi 
And their subordinate staff for providing necessary help to me and the field staff in cantying out 
search In the study areas. | express my deep sense of gratitude to them. 


THAT! NW, PATNAIK, 
Bhubsmeswar. Director 
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BASTAR (MADHYA PRADESH) 


INTRODUCTION 
‘The tibos in India are in various ecological 
settings and also in various levels of development 
and societal comolexties. Som= tribal commu 
nitiss auch as the Gond ( Bastar, M. P.) live in 
the plaing and eatry on settled agriculture and 
‘ae economically prosperous, while som> others 
‘uch a8 the hill Bhuinya (Orissa), the Jusng 
(Orissa) and tho Korwa (M.P.) inhabit the 
hills and forests and pursue such occupations a8 
hunting, food gathering, pastoral activities and 
Industrial labour. Many thibal areas. are. rich in 
minoral deposits and industrial potentiality. For 
example, Ballalla, the zone of hugo ion-o" 
deposits tion in the rogion Inhabited by the 
Maria, 0 primitive tribal community of Bastar 
district. To exploit the rich deposits the National 
Mineral Development Corporation has its way 
through donse forests ond hae got the area 
linked by road withthe headquarters ofthe district 
and. by railways with the port at Visskhapotnam. 
Several industrial activitics followed this. 
‘The area, which was far so long remained 
hhidden in the thickot of Sal, Teak and Blja_ trees 
started rosounding with the explosives and the 
hum'of the drills and _dumpors. A township of 
‘about 725 quaiters inhabited by about 12:000 
Immigrants on the staff of the Bailadila.iron-ore 
‘mine has grown in this place with faciities of 
‘water-supply, community contre, market, school. 
hhogpital and social service institution, —Bailadila 
today has become the largost mechanized 
Hron-ore mina in Asia. 


Similarly, the stoel plant at Rourkela, Sunda- 
aah dlstrat, Orista which is another belt of 
tribal concenteation is a massive industrial 
complex in Which thousands of people who 
fre ‘mostly outsiders are employed in some 
acity or other. Tho vicinity of Rourkela is 
rich in deposits of various types of minerals 
‘of which Iron-ore and manganese aro_most 
Important. Therefore Rourkels has tha privilege 
‘of having one of Asia's most modern steel 
plants which produces annually 12 million 
‘tonnes of steal ingots with technical co-operation 
‘and credit trom the Federal Republic of 
Germany. The transformation of Rourkela from 


the thick forests teeming with wild animals 
and from a. custer of hamlets of the prim 
‘communities such 2s the Munds, the Oreon 
‘and the Bhumija to's modetn township is a 
symbol of the industrial transformation of the 
Independent India. Comfortable residential 
‘secommodation in picturesque satting, asphalt 
foads, adequate educational, medical and 
recreational facilities have replaced the wild 
Ife including the tribal communities. 


Ranchi, another homeland of the tribes hos 
‘become the sest of equally important industrial 
complex and has attracted large crowds of 
people from th nemby and far-off places, 
‘Many wibais inthe process have been dispo 


‘tial and mining oreat has been made, But 
consequent on the industrial and mining activities 
the tribals are solted with mainly three probloms. 
First, the wibals have had a sudden confronta 
tion’ with the massive new comers to their 
roas and dovoloped os a result a fear complex 
‘that they would be subjugated by thom, 
Second, they have been dispossessed of thelr 
{ond and village which the Government acquired 
for seting up tho: mines and. the mills. Third, 
their ont life and culture have been disorga 
‘ized creating difficulties for thelr adjustment 
to the new habitat and environment in which 
they wore rehabilitated and receptivity to the 
induct complex. Wide-spreed demoralizing 
‘effects, provocative resctions, and the messianic 
‘and. soparatistic movements which are noticed 
Jn the wibat communities are amongst many 
consequences of the impact of industrlaization 
fon the tribal communities. The present study 
‘robes in depth into the social consequences 
ff the mining ond industrial ctvitios in these 
‘three wibal areas. Besides, the political culture 
‘of tho tbat communities which ls undergeing 
‘change 25 2 result of the Impact of national 
politcal idiom and policy is also studied, 
Bastar offers an ideal place for the study of 

‘chenging  tribel political system and the tribal 
SStustion which followed. Bastar, before its 
‘merger in the Indian Republic in 1943 was a 


native State ruled by the Kings of Kekativa 
dynasty, It Is Inhabited by a vatlety of 
primitive bes who are ecsily inflamabic end 
highly emotional. The tribes aro very loyel to the 
oye! family, mein, because there wes timers 
reletionship-—economic, social end mythic 
bbetween the royel family and tho ibols end 
the ruling chlot of Bastar hee been the chict 
Priest of Dans.swarl which isthe presiding deity 
fof tho tibet communitics. With the intioduction 
fof new  edminictrative set yp in the weko of 
merger of the ‘Stte in the indicn Ropuble, the 
ruliog chiat has been clvcwn out of powcr and 
‘adminisirativo contol of the State cnd subse 
{quent to. thia many chcnges hove cccurred in 
the political oxgsnisation of th vibe! ecmmunie 
iets and in tholr rclatienstip with the pest 
feudal order. That the Raja of Bastar is no more 
tho chief of the Stata ie beyond their compre- 
hension. The conterporciy political and 
‘administrative situstions which impinge upon 
‘the ttadiional Institutions of Manihi, wiich is tho 
‘core of the tibal polities eystem, the structure 
‘of power, the chenncls of ccmmunic:tion end 
the linse of command and obedience in‘the tribal 
societies have become 2 mejor concern to the 
tribals, leading to grost Wibul unvest_ in Bastar 
The study of the thibsl situstion ia Bastar 
includes what the nature of political oxganisstion 
among th: tbes of Bastar was, how it function- 
fed in the past, ond whst modficstions it 
lnderwent through the successive stsges. of 
non-tibsl polities! domination. A sclentifi 
knowlodge of the tibal political organisation 
Its ramifications which ae Indicated sbove mey 
bo of great help in formuleting valid policies end 
Drogrammes of action for developing snd 
Increasing the commitmont of the vibsl commu- 
nitios to the contsmporory political order and 
to tho Industal discipline so that every section 
‘of our nation Is benefitted in en equal manner 
Without dotriment 10. thot respective social 
structure, cultural tradition, value system and 
‘economic organisation. 


SELECTION OF STUDY VILLAGES: 


Kirindul (Bastar) 

Three villages wore selected in Bastar district 
{or intensive investigation, two villages in Dant-. 
‘Tahsll end one in Konta Tahsil of South 
ar which isthe most bockward part of the 
district. Of tho three villages, Kirindul village 
is situated at a distance of 128 Km. from Jagadal- 
‘ur, the headquerters of the district. The village 
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is tying in close proximity to the Bailadile Iron 
OreProject, the largest _mechenized tron Ore 
Mine in Asia. Bellsdic—vtump of tn ox" In the 
languege of the aboriginsls-—is the neme given 
to he hill renge8 about 22 Kms. in length and 
‘about 4 Kms. in with In Bastar dstiot, Revetves 
‘of oFe in these hills is est mated et 8,000 malion 
tonnes. The mine is worked out by the Iron 
ro Division cf the Nationst Mineral Develop- 
‘ment Corpo:ction Limited (N.N. D.C). The 
inetalltion of the plint wes completed by 
‘Api 1966 ord the sume yeer the plant went 
Imo tel pedeeton. A vty big township of 
modoun houses wil comunity Centres, schools, 
bospitols, library, club, guest house, marketing 
centres: end many cther sociel and wolfate 
inetitutions heve come up near Kirindul to 
‘provide cecemmedsticn ond amenities to the 
lfficers and etaff wesking in the project. 


‘ill 1960, this area wes buried inthe thick 
forests of the Ballcil2. ill ranges snd was 
‘comeletaly cut off from the other parts of the. 
‘counity. In 1967, it genetally tock about 9 
‘week 20 receh the sree on Toot from the nearest 
rallhecd at Reipur whichis at 2 distance of 
296 Kilometres from Kirindul. The Government 
cf Wedhya Prodesh have connected Bhans! 
a the Bailccils foot hills with Jgedalpur 
by 2 taimsc 102d covering 2 distence of 
110 Kms. The Netional Mineral Develop- 
ment Corporation has mace an all weather 
road from Bhersi to the Deposit 14 at 
Kirineul which covers a distance of 20 Kms, The 
Biladila mining zone ie connected by a brosd 
{Gauge rcitway line overa distance of 476 Kms. 
with the port st Visakhapstnam through which 
the ore is. exported to Japan, The railwcy line 
was completed in the year 1967. 'imbeded in 
this huge mining complex where the giontsblast 
hole drills and dumpers and the crushing 
‘screening, wagon loading and fine oie dispoe 
plants are in operation round the clock, is. the 
tiny Kirindut village of the Muria tribe which is 
in the love of stone oge civilisation. Tho most 
‘modern and the mest primitive hive been put 
in to Justaposition at Kirindul, 


‘The village provides an ideal case study of 
the nature of reaction of a primitive community 
‘towatds a highly complex mechanised Iron Ore 
Plant and the extent of their participation In the 
plant for their economic advancement. It is 
for the study of these problems this village 
‘wes. included in the study. 


Nakulner (Bastar) 

‘The Second village which was selected for 
study is Nokulnar. I,wes outside ,tho mining 
‘complox at distance of 26 Kms. from the hes 
‘quarters of Dantewara Tahsil 0 which it belongs 
‘and 108 Kms, from Jagadalpur It is. very: re~ 

Rot connested by any ,good , 108d 
“Mynike Kirindul which is homogeneous. in com= 
‘position, Nakulnar is heterogenous. This village 
thas two sectiont-the Muria section of 61 hous 
Iholds and tho Thakur suction, @ non-tribal_m 
‘chant community of 24 households. This mer 
chant community immigrated 10 this village. long, 
back from Uttar Pradesh, This village presents a 
typical situation for the study of the nature and. 
‘extent of the exploitation to which the  Murios 
‘of the village are sublect. In one context the 
Maria are undor the influnce of the mining 
‘complex and in tho other context they are. sub- 
jected to the exploitation of the Thakuts. In 
‘order to have the ‘of tribal tif in 
different contexts this vi 
Banda (Bester) 

The third village which wae selected in. Bestar 
Js Banda. This villago is situated in. the thick 
forest at 9 distance of 10 Kms. ftom Konto, tho 
headquarters of Konto Tahail to which it bolongs 
1nd 178 Kms. ftom Jogadalpur. Accessiblity to 
this Vilage ie only by the Kechha forest rood 
Which pasos through it It is olmost a 
homogenaous village Inhabited by 40 households 
of the Dorta tribe, two household of Lohare 
‘and one houtohold of the Gond, 


Like Nokulnar, thie vilage also. is outside. tho 
‘mining zone, But the important feature of this 
that ite recidonts depend on forest for 


art of this Tahsil comprises Reserve forests 


(149,744 hectares out of 9 total area of 
498,028. hectares) and the land required for 
cultivaton ie limited. This Tehsil for a variety 
fof reasons is oxpetioncing @ heavy pressure of 
population. It I8for these special fostures this 
Village was selected, 

Bosides the study of the tibes in these three 
settings. there wore also ned to study an_input- 
‘Output analysis of the political organisation of 
‘the’ tibal Communities. The tribes of Bastar 
have a stron cephalous poltical structure. The 
ruler of Bastar is: considered the political heed. 
‘The institution of Majhi which supports. this 
Cophalous political structure is well established 
jn Bestar. It is important to etudy how the tribel 


pollical organisation Tunctons now in Bostir 
Specialy, after the death of Pravinchandra 
Bhonia Deo and what modifications it is 
undergoing through the successive steges of 
‘on-tibslpoltical domination. A. study of 
paltcal structure of tho tibsl communities of 
‘Bastar’ reveals not’ only the processes of 
polities!” soclisation, " recrutment, intetest 
Bniculation and Interest eggregation st tho 
istrict love. but tao throws lighten how the 
tubal politcal structure functions in relation to 
the national police! organisation. "An. extempt 
at sudying these polteal phenomena Ie of great 
Sigatianee co helps ‘usin studying - the 

‘rowth, and manifestations. of tibet 


Jadekudar (Sundargarh) 
lodakudat is one of the three study villages 
located in the industrial zone of Rourkela Steet 
Pant, thie village was solected mainly for two 
reasons, First, it i@ atribal village’ Inhabited 
by the Munda and the Oraon, Second, they are 
Converted Jnto Christianity of two denominations 
Catholic and Protestant, Our interest In finding 
Out to” what —extont. the tribale of both 
enominetions took up the industrial service 
‘and With What consequences. lod us to select 
this village for study. 
Chutiatola and Lakhotola (Sundargarh): 
‘Tho two adjacent villages are nearer 10 the 
Rourkela Steet Plant than Jadokudar and the 
majority of the Inhabitants ie tho Kison, a 
tribal community more advanced jn agriculture 
thin other tribal communities living in the 
‘rea, In reponse to the growing demand for 
Yogetables inthe Industrial township of 
Rourkela tho Klean have. taken to vegetable 
‘rowing extensively and business with vegetables 
"Those two villages. wore of intorest as they show 
how the access 10 economic development of 
the people was bated on their old habits and 
aptitude. The pursuit of growing vegetables 
‘as not without trouble. It had links with land, 
‘money and technical know-how which wore 
the monopoly of the vested Interest of the 
focality and the Kisen hed to fight with the 
Tocal land lord. for establishing their right on 
land and getting their share of these scarce 
tesources. ‘The nature of adoption by the 
in of the improved agricultural practices 
which was stimulated subsequent tothe 
Industei.t development in the region and. their 
fncounter with the local landlord were the 
‘subject mettere of study in this village. 


Aaidin and Nawatoli (Ranchi) 

Thess_two villages are within the gebit of the 
Heavy “Engineering Corporation located 
Ranchi ‘end expgflence the direct impact of it 
In all respects. Subsequent to the industrial 
evelopment the Wibals stareg’ gfowing 
Varities of vegetables to. soll inthe industrial 
Zone. In this regard these villages have 
similarities with their counterpans located in 
‘the induswial elt of Rourkela But they 
ditter from them. inthe mittat thet they 
experience no trouble in regard to agricultural 
evelopment. The need. for anaivsis of. the 
‘Similarities and diesmilaities betwoen "the 
wilages sityaied in Ranchi and Rourkela 
industrial bats wos the guide line for including 
them in study villages. 


Jalda and Sateranjoe 


Two tribal setoments wore studied in which 
bal families, which were ditelaesd in the 
wake of the Rowkola and Ranchi Industiat 
Projects, wore rehabilitced. They wore Jaids 
In Rourkela and Sstaranjoe in Ranchi indust 
bolts, The purpose of taking up these colonies 
Was to find out to what extent the displaced 
persons have adjusied to the new settlement 
‘and how do they earn thelr livelihood and what 
is thelr response to the regional and national 
and political activities, 


Techniques of field work 


‘As regards the methods of data collection 
the main techniques were the informal interview 
with 9 large number of informants end case 
studies. Observations wore made in various places. 
Besides, a census wos conducted and infor 
tion about occupation, land holding, incom 
wpenditure, food-gap, ets. of the selected 
femilics of the study villages were collected 
bby moans of schedules and questionnaires 
Genealogies of tial chiets and the families 
‘having leadership status wore drawn to find out 
What changes have taken place in occupational 
pattern, social alignment ‘intrest articulation 
‘and political communication in successive 
Goneretions. We studied various movements 
Which took place in the study areas in the past 
‘and compared their genesis, growth and 
manifestations with the contemporary move- 
‘ments by means of case history method. We 
{oun that in the study of tibsl unrest the case 
history method was most useful 


PHYSICAL FEATURES 

ane, ow vicar git of M 
Pradech ford ne T846 i ualed Ee 
extreme Fa, OTs SSR ee He 
‘Stas eadauarers and seg i most sel ot 
scot Of al the Gait heatuaon ie 
headquarters ia the’ farthest from the falway 
aionthe vest coment yy ade, 
1a Raipur which ot 9 distance of 186 mil 


The distict is situated betwoen latitudes. 
17° 46" and_20° 24° Nand longitudes 80" 16° 
‘and 82° 15° E It is bounded onthe north by Ourg 
‘and Rajpur disticts, on the west by Chanda 
(Maherashtra) and! East Godavari (Andhra 
Pradesh) districts and on the south by East Goda- 
vari diatlct. The area of tho district is 39,171 Sa. 
Kes. thet i, 0 little bigger than Kerala Stato 
‘The total population of the district ie 1,167,601 
secording to 1961 Census, 


‘The indrawati river flows across the conte 
‘Of the district and negotiates a distance of 240 
miles within it. It enters the distiet from 
‘Orissa near the confluence of ‘its trbutery, tho 
Bosksl, 13 miles upstioam of Jogdalpur and 
‘after taking tortuous course for some distance 
Joins the Godavari river below Sirondha. Other 
Important rivers of the district are the Sabi, 
‘the Tel, the Narangi, the Gudra, tho Noi Bherat, 
the Koti, the Dantewara, the Dudh and the 
‘Mahanadi. which drain ond. lerigate different 
rogicas of Bastar 


‘The district is fll of mountain ranging in height 
from 00 ft. to 3,928 ft. The loftiet peak 
‘among them is Bailadila which vs situated south 
of the Indrewati river and trends. north-south, 
To the West and south-wost of the disiict is the 
exensive mass of hills known os Abuihmer, 
which is the terrain cognita of the State. Tho 
‘Abujhar hill anges. vary from 2,000 to 3,160 ft 
Jn height. 


‘The district recieves both the south-west and 
‘orth-east monsoons end falls inthe heavy 
rainfall region of the State. The climate of the 
plateau is pleasantly ‘cool. The hottest “month 
‘s May, but the maximum tomperarure retely 
crosses 38°C December is the oldest month 
‘and the temperature goes down to 101°C. 
On the whole the climate in the interior tegions 
of the district is damp and unhealthy 

23,256 sq. kms. aroa of the dietict i 
‘under forest. Considering the forest flora. the 
district could roughly be divided into 4 bolte: 
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(i) the mined forest of the north, (i) the central 
moist region comprising the Sal pelt, (i) the 
Teak belt, and (iv) the, dry region comprising 
fried forest, The northern belt of, mixed 
forest is not s0 important fot timber a8 for the 
Collection of forest produce. The cen:ral_ moist 
region and the adjacent teak belt produce teak 
(of the best quality. The places like Bhopala- 
patnam, Kuakonda end west Konta ore famous 
for the teak forest. 


‘The Palyra Palm (Borsssua flabeniter), locally 
known a6 tal, grows gregeriously in the south 
‘and south-eest, From this the people extract 
‘Tat’. Sulphi is. also grown In places and 
thrives best In the central regions of the 
digtiet. The sulphi yields 9 sap which i 
lused 28-2 bevoroge by the local wibals. Other 
palm t ‘the wild date palms. (pheenix 
fylvestris and P, apaulis) locally known 96 
chhind and uta chhind. From the stem ofthe 
Chhind Is obtained 9 rub which is a delicacy 
for the tribes, é 


Bostor is one part of Indie where the buffalo 
‘and bison aco stil found In the forest. The 
horn of bison is much prized ond the Bison-homn 
‘Maria preparo thelr dancing headdress. with i 
‘Tigers and Panthers are found. throughout the 
istrlt, but they abound in Abujhmar. Wild 
‘dogs. are folly common. Among the herbi- 
Vorous animals found in the forests are the 
Nilgal, the four horned antelope, sambor ond 
spotted deer. Theberking deer is falty common 
‘Among the jungle birds mention may be made 
fof the peacock, partot and red and grey jungle 
fowl 


Dantewara and Konta tabslls of the distict 
deserve more attention ae our study villages— 
Kirindol, Nakulnat ond Banda ate located in 
these tahsls. The people of these two tahsils 
make tholt living in. diferent ways and this 
differonco is largely determined by the different 
‘ecological settings which they inhabit 


Dantewara Tahsit 

‘The Dantewara tahsil comes under the South 
Bester subdivision. This taheil is situated 
towards the west and south-west directions of 
‘Jagadalpur. The river Indrawath and its feeders 
‘Sankini end Dankini flow in the Tahsil Bailedl 
forms. th important mountain ranges of th 
tabsil, There are a fow hill streams which sre 
‘used for the purpose of iigation. 


‘The total ates of the tahsil is 1633 sq. kas. 
with a population of 1,34,148 eccording to 1951 
Census. The density of the population is 196 
persons per q. km The tribal population of 
the taheil is 6245 per cent. The. tibes 
Inhabiting this tabsil are mzinly the Halbe end 
the Merle. The teak of the best quality is the 
‘chef forest produce of the tail 


‘A argo number of people carry on_ agricul 
ture ae primary source of livelinood. Peddy is 
the principal ctop grown in the plans, but in the 
fille allt tekes its place. The tribals practso 

the forest rules prot 


‘The quality of tho livestock is very Poor, 
‘The cattle are dwarf and of local breed. The 
people use both cows and bullocks as drought 
animals. 


The place of the grearest important is, the 
Bailedila whote the ton-Ore mining complex Is 
Intallod. Iti situated in the heart of the. tribat 
‘rea and (8 accessible by rood end ral The 
Beiledila mining comipex promises « great scope 
{or the allround dovelopment of the tribals. 


Konta 


Konte is the southern most tahsil of the 
district. The Alaska and Matimake ill renges 
fof about 2,800 ft. high above goa leval lio in this 
tabsil The tiver Sob flows through the tehsil 
fend meets the Godavari river at Konta 


The geogiaphicel area of the tahsil is 
1928 Sq. Km with 2 total population of 
4,03,649. according to 1961 census. The 
jpefcentage of the scheduled tribe to total popu 
Iation of the tuhsil is 8478 por cont. The 
density of population is 254 persons per Sa. Km. 
‘Tho main tribes of this tehsl are the Dotla and 
the Gond. The Dorla ate numerically pre- 
ponderant in the taheil They are settled 
Cultivators and use the plough for tillage. In 
‘Sddition, they cerry on business in_ timber which 
they transport to for off places by moans of 
fiver. They slso collect minor forest produce 10 
‘Supplement ther income from cultivation end 
Dosiness. 


POLITICAL HISTORY 

“The historical evidences show thet Annem 
Deo, the younger brather of Pratap Rudra Deo, 
‘who wes the chief of the Werangal Kekitives was 


the founder of the erstwhile state of Bastar 
about 1424—25 A.D. The capital of the stato 
was at Bastar, iow 2 small village situated at 
V distance of 12 miles from  Jagedalpur, the 
resent, headquarters of the district established 
fat the timo of Delpst Deo in 1750. 


uring the rolgn of Darya Deo, the successor 
‘of Dolpat Dio, there was e revolt by the Halbas, 
but it) was ruthtossly suppressed. About 9 
Century later in 1876 tho Murias rose in 
revolt which was 1l8o. kept in check by stain 
measures, Being cut off from the rest of tho 
‘county the diatict was spared from the fre~ 
‘quont attacks by invading armias. . The Marathes 
xorcigad only a nominal control over Bastar 
But at all times the ruling dynasties of Bester 
‘continued to dominate the area 


‘The frst European who visited Bastar in 1785 
‘was captain Blunt. He hed to retum without 
‘much exploration because of the hostility of the 
tribals, Captain Frenwick followed him in 1850. 
In 1910 there wae a large seale disorder in Bastar 
‘when the tribals started a wide spread rioting, 
‘which was however, suppressed. 


STUDY VILLAGES 
Kirindul 

Kirindul, 9 small Muria village lies in the 
foothills of the Bailadila hill ranges of Dantewara 
Tahell of Bastar district Danteware come on ¢ 
‘tae economic map of the county only 2 few 
years back when tne Baladila mining complex 
established at Kirindul. Balladla which 

‘was providing only @ background 


wibes of 


te Mino in Asis. 
rile and dumpers havo broken the silence 


‘of th locality, the stream of the fortune- 
‘se0kors who have tickled into this area 
has swept the tribal communities off theit foot 
‘nd the confrontation which followed betwoen 
thom and the Immigrants has buen devastative 
10 the tilbal communities. The roads and. the 
rallway line which havo connected the. village 
with other parts of the country have broken the 
Physical and o ltutal isolation which tho. tibal 
communities of thie village were enjoying ia 
the pre-mining pariod. Our attempt is at 
Idontitying the consequences of these develop 
‘ments in the life of the tibes of (Kitindul. 
Before we Indicate them itis necessary to state 
briefly about the village snd the life and culture 
of the tribal community inhabiting it. 


Kirindul is s0 t0 say 8 homogeneous tribal 
village inhabitea by the Murie, The vi 
Consists of 49 households (246 people) of which 
'5 households (16 people) aro of the Scheduled 
este and caste Hindus ond the remaining 44 
households (230 people) are of the Muria tebe, 


‘The village is lucstod in'the plain land on 
‘the bank of a rivet called Kirindul. In selecting 
‘site for habitation the Musia look for natural 
protection, sultable land for cultivation and 
ormanont water-supply, 1 addition, they alto 
esort to divination to obtain spiritual sanction 
{fot setting down in the site selocted by thom, 
‘Ths village fulfils sll these conditions. Like ait 
other Mutia villages in the district Kirindul hes 
{number of shapeless clusters of hamlets colled 
Para. The Pores ato named after tho -clon 
heads. In this particular case there aie four 
Parag situated et differont places within, tho 
Simile redius of the. village boundary. The 
Paras ate called Patel 
Pujampara -Manjatepara. The 
‘each para ate also scattered each 
fetchen garden adjacent to it and 
around it Tho vlloge deities are installed in 
between the Paras which are connected with 
‘ch other by foot-path, 


och house is divided into a number of 
nctionsl portions ; an interior courtyard, the 
central plinth and hut, tho lateral cattle shed 
‘ond the posterior Kitchen gordon. The root is 
made of rafters of Wood and bamboo. The 
walls are made of mats of bamboo plastored 
‘with mud. Every house has a central hearth to 
keep the room warm. The huts have no 
windows. The exit for the smoke is the 
‘open space left between the walls and the roof. 
Each house has & temporary hut close to it and 
the women of the house stay in it during 
‘mensturation, Like other Muria villages, Kirindul, 
thas a guest house called Thanagudi_ which 
provides sccommodation to. the Government 
‘Servants during their visit to the. village. _!n tho 
‘extreme east of tho village lies the butial ground 
‘with flat stones erected in memory Of, the 
departed souls. At the outskit of tho village 
‘stands the village shrine of the mother goddess, 
under a Mahwa tree. 


Economic life 

‘The economic fifo of the Muria revolves: 
round thes different activities, viz. agriculture 
‘which ie the principal source of livelihood, 
collection of forest produce, and wage, earning 


from agriculturct and mining labour which sre 
‘only subsidiary sources of living. A briet 
account of those pursults arc presented below. 


Agriculture 

Land Is as dear astife to the Muria. In this 
connection interest lies more in possession thst 
Jn production. Formeily, there was 608 scres 
‘of lend in this village. But it has been reduced 
10 380 acres of cultwenle land ase result of 
acquisition of land for the pu pose of the mining 
project. Although the Musla received some 
‘compensation frem the Government for the land 
thoy lost they wore nat 16. They could 
not make best use of the money and spent it in 
drinking end in unneceseery expenses. Dutlng 
the study of this village it Is found thet only 
240 cores (65 per cent) of the cultivable land 
‘wore under cultivation end the remaining 140 
acres of land wes lying fillow. 


‘The Muria grow paddy which is the principal 
crop and some millets such as Kuikl (Paniaum 
Miticoum), Sikma (Peniaum milage), end Gatka 
(Penioum’ —fraumentum) and ‘maize. The 
‘cropping pattern shows no change. The same 
variety of paddy, millet and maize are grown 
‘yoar after yeur end no improved seed ie weed for 
‘these crops. Thelt old food habits end teste 
{for those crops which show no chenge explain 
‘why the traditions! coreais and pulses rnd. the 
‘cropping pattern assoclated with them a” 
‘continued. The Mule a 

Which they eat by frying of 
‘rvel by mixing it with rice, millet and green 
leaves, The preparetion of tice mixed with 
hhorsegrém, maize and pumpkin, ts 38 much 
olieious as any non-vegetarin food is. 


‘The mothod of cultivation practised by the 
Murla js very crude and primitive. They pay 
{some atteation to the Bari land (kitchen gordon) 
In which they grow melze and vegotcbles, by 
way of <pplving cowdung menure to the soil 
‘and weeding and watering. the plants if needed, 
But they ive litle attention to the land in 
which they grow peddy end millets. In 
orfunctoiy manner. Naturally the yield frcm 
such lands Is much low. 


‘A Mutia family on an averoge get an 
annusl income of Rs. 273-00 from agriculture. 
This shows how much under doveleped the 
agriculture practised by the Muria is. 
‘As the average family size in Kivindul © is 
526, the per capite income from coviculture 


comes to Re. 53, which is feur 


them the corresponding income for Bester 28 2 

whole a decade back. Another 1ccson for the 

[poor yield Is the denundction of the foicst end 

the resultant soil ercsion, end failure of timely 
The 


Kirirgul river wes an. important 
jgation. But as its water was mino- 
ralized ond it was sendered useless for irigetion 
‘The river wes the main source of weter supply for 
bathing end érirking. But cs its wetor wes redo 
ity end polluted by the process of mining 
‘operation, The river does not serve any purpose 
of the people of Kiriedul, 


‘The averege annusl income of a household 
Jin Kirindul is Rs, 1,06000, it varies from 
Ra. £000 to more then Re. 1,50000, The 
‘averege annucl foccme Fer household of Kirindut 
consists of Re. 27500 fiom coricukure 
Rs. 1£000 from minor forest produce, Rs. 625°<0 
from lebour, (egrieukrel and mining), end 
Rs. 1300 fom miscellancous sources. It 
‘shows that wage earning hes beon the primary 
source of living where. cs the erstwhile meior 
‘occupation, viz. agriculture has been ene-ot the 
minor souices of livelihood in tho wake of 
‘mining complex in the village. 


In other words, the eccets to mining Icbour 
hos demunetéd intereet In agriculture, The 


‘Mauria are. very much. eddicted to drinking and, 


In one occasion # men of Kitindul stabbed 
his elder brother. Attho time of the homicide 
‘both were jn drunken stege. The eldet brethor 
‘who lived in enother villege cere to Kitindul 
fo visit his younger brother. When they met 
each other they felt very happy end drank 
together. At that timo the elder brother 
proposed to tzke @ cow’ from his younger 
brother. At this the younger brother got 
furious end punched the belly of his elder 
brother by meens of a dagger. After commiting 
the murder he ran_ to the Kotwat end reposted 
‘the matter. The Kotwar informed the police 
who arrested the culprit and sent him to. the 
cout which swa:ded punishment of 20 years 
of rigcrous imprisonment 


‘Another reason of hemicide is bleck megic. 
‘The person suspected to prectise black magic. 
is done eway with, A.case cf homicide caused 
by Bleek megic is gven below. 


Kunkeni Kati, a native of Kitindul hed 8 
rotar whose son wes a victim of black magic. 
ft was an act of fury for Kati who suspocted 
Mosa of tho samo village to havo practised 
black magic on his nephew. While, tho dood 
body of the victim wes geried to tho cremation 
‘ground Ksti got angry, ran with an exe towards 
‘Moss and hacked him to doath. The Kotwar 
Informed the police who arrested the culprit and 
nt him to the court which sortonced him for 
two yoars of rigorous imprisonment. 


As pointed out oailier the Muri? by nature 
have lita knack for cerrying on agriculture in 
tho propor manor. Their interost lies move in 
tha postossion of tnd and esto in butk ond 
ot in thal development and utilization. As tho 
Bailadila project has acquired a lerge extent of 
land In this village, 18 families havebeon rendcred. 
landless and_in tho romsining 25 families tho 
size of land holding has sheunk considerably 
‘Average s'zo of londhalding por family fs 7:44 
‘acres the per capita landholding is only 1-87 
facres. Formaly, they possessed much more 
thea what thoy hold todzy. 


Acese of transfor of land is presented batow 
shoiving under which circumstances it wes done 
‘and with what consequances. The local 
officials such ag forest gusids were tho 
first t2 know about tho proposal of the 


establishment of the mining project 2t K'rindal 
Being clever enough thay hed purchesed land 
from the tribal paople before the miaing complex 
‘was installed sad got them recorded in their 
name. Thess lands fetched huge amount of 


‘The forest guard of the villege who belongs 
to the Halba wo purchased 41 acies of land 
fom Koti Pandru, a Mutia of Krindul at Rs. 300 
‘and got the land registered in his name. Aor 
‘a fow yoars tho c@lwey department acquired 
this land for constructing staff quarta:s and peld 
compensation of Re. 7,000 to the forest guard 
‘Tho ovipinel ownor of tho land cams to know. 
about It and represented the matter to the 
10 gat back his land but of no evail os 
nat lagol lacunae in the transter. 


Ithas been stated eailier thet the yield from 
‘the land has diminished for 9 variety of reasons 
cof which the lack of intoest ia <griculture end 
‘the strinkage of the land holding siz are 


most Important, The loss of the agricultural 
Income is not compenseted by the Income from 
‘the mining labour, Tho analysis. shows. thet 
‘only 23°44 per cent of the males and 17:44 por 
cont of fomeles are in mining labour, end only 
fone man has been apsoibed as Poon in the 
iledila project. A min gets e dally wege of 
Rs, 200 to Rs. 260 and a woman gets Re. 1:80 
{10 Rs. 200 for Inbour either agiicutural or mining. 
‘This explain why the economic condition 
‘of the Muria in gonarel 18 bed. Tho economlé 
‘shortcoming Is roflacted in the deficit of food 
‘among them. Tha caleulstion of the food supply 
dolicit of food for 183, 
ising to moot with 
Kirindut Into. whieh both 
pital keep tlowing for 
| deceds or 80 now, why is this seddest story of 
‘the inhabitants of Kirindul which has como on 
the map of National Minora! Dovelopmont 
Corporation of India a8 the largest mechanized 
won Oro Mine in Asis 2 


Since its nsighbouring village Kirindul presents 
1 subsisionce economy. Dried maize coninuos 
to be the piimitive monsy. Forest was pleving 
‘an important pert in their fe, minor. forest 
rodeo 2sing exchenged for ily requirements 
‘such a5 Sat end cloth. But with the Introduction 
cof mining complex tho forest of the Beilzdila 
hills wes cut and cleared to drill and blast the 
fore body and bulld the township for the 
‘employees of the complex. Roots and shoots 
which supplamanted their food, bemboo and 
bask which provided thom with shelter and 
Comfort are considerably depleted in the process 
fof clearing 2nd leveling the area for mining 
‘purpotes. The growth of population, depletion 
‘of forest resources, acquisition of tho cultvablo 
ards and pollstion of drinking water and sud 
confrontation with the numberless_ immigrants 
‘re cmong the most Impoitent causes of thoir 
povetty ond disccntont. 


The iofitation of the outsidar®. in. thousands 
10 Balada 184 to llogal_saxuel union -betwoon 
the. immigrants and local tribal womon, 
Hundrods ‘of tibct agile wore reduced by the 
newcomirs and were ted astray, Those who 
‘gave bith to ilegitimsto childron wore thiown 
‘out of thei society, und a fondling homo wi 

necessery to rehabllite such wemon, and the 
children. Thus the problem. became very 
‘ous. Tho distct "pdministiation stoped 
forward to control such illegal unions, took 


‘action egainst_ the culprits, setvod marriages 
wherever possible between persons involved in 
such unions, 


‘The authorities conducted Intensive investiga 
tions about this matter in the township of 
Balledila end brought the detected cesce to tho 
tribal cireult councils for final setlements. The 
significant outcome of this administrative efforts 
‘was mass marriages between the tibel ails end 
the non-tibals which were poiformed. in the 
Vedic way in the presence ef the tribal council 
‘and wero slmultencously registered in. the 
‘registration office specially set up in the cltcuit 
camps. 


One gots an impression thet the non-tiba 
‘re tho mischiot mongers end the tribals are 
Innocent, tho non-tribals seduced the tribe! 
‘irle who could not resist such temptations 
‘Wing to thpir simplicity and economic backware 
‘dnose. But tho analysis of the situation shows 
‘that the newcomers who como to Beladila 
Feaving thoi familee et home found the young 
‘vibal gies readily agreeable to serve them in 
‘thoir domostlo works. In © fow days. intimate 
relationship was established betwoon them, 
‘Money and luxurious goods tke modern. dress 
‘end cosmetics Which the mining society placed 
‘within easy re0ch of the ‘vibal woman, secela- 
rated such intimacy leading to serus) union, Thus 
the tribal gis who Were appointed 86 mid. 
‘servants become bod mates. Some of the tribal 
‘Girls who wero already married preferred the news 
comers to thelr tribal husbands a8 their lite 
companions, becuse the. forme 

craving for cosmetics, modern dre 
needs and the. urban comforts 
‘An interesting cote of this natures ie cli bolow, 


‘A martied Muria gle! Was the maid servant in 
the house of a worker of the NMOC at Baildil 

She was getting Re. 30 por month Besides tree 
food and clothes {rom her employer. Ina fow 
‘days soxual intimacy was developed between 
them and to please het mostor she changed her 
‘vibal dross and doned herself in the modern 
‘dress which consisted of petty coat, breast 
tight, blouse end nylon saree.. She undid. the 
tvibal style of hal bun and wore her hair long. 
{As she was drown more towards the urban way 
Cf life she started hating her tibel husband. 
During our visit to Kirindul we interviewed her 
‘t9 know something about her life, What was 


her opinion about her vibel husband is quoted 


bal boy and looks ual. My parents 
{got mo rattied to him when | was a minor and 
‘Wes not in a position to decide for myself whicn 
{s good and which is bed, 

Pda not tike t0 live with 2 man who is 
tuncivilised. | want t lead an_ independent life. 
Moreaver, he do not earn anything es I do and 
fonly wondeis bout in the forest like a bees 
Ho wants to share my income which | eam by 
the sweet af my brow. He diinks and it is no 
surprise thet he will spend all my money in 
inking IF tive: with him” 

There ste -many tibal ghis of her type at 
Kirindul who ate. in the grip of the uiban 
Influence and who expressed. strong distaste for 
tibet way of fe, All those observations in 
Kjrindul cropped up three quostions. Why did nat 
th local Murles exploit. the opportunition of 
smployment in the mining project aa the out~ 
fides’ did? Are. all tho evils which caused 
moral and social degredotion the inevitable 
‘consequences of confrontation and inductrili- 
‘ation ? Ho, Is it possible to check and contrat 
‘them by proper” social engineering ond 
planning ? 

‘Too tribe! mining or Industral Tubour Ie found 
Jn two typoo of situations : (1) Whore tho tribes 
havo oft there original habitation and have como 

away mining oF industrial cont 
and 
(2) Where the mineral deposit aro located in 
! ‘and. the local tribal poople a 
involved. In and Influenced by. tho process, of 
‘explotetion of these deposits. Kirindul conforms 
10 tho sucond. type of situation. The mining 
‘eperation Ie taking place right in thelr door 
‘step, But we {ind timited participation of tho 
Tocal trib! people in the mining eystem. 

Formerly, the Mrla were ving in a world of 
‘their own. Now 8 new world, that of the mining 
Complex, is added to thelr old one 
fituetion fe such thet thoy are not full mombers 
6f either, The now world 
the cconomic, social 
‘aspects of thoi fe, They have bean trying to 
fedjust. themselves to this encroachment. For 

jome of the non-tribals_werking in tho 
‘mining complex have kept cows and buffaloes to 
‘oot thelr cwn requirements of mitk. The Muria 
‘women supply gress for thelr cows. They also 
‘supply firewood to these end eam something 
from these sources, In meny houses the Mura 
Bitls ate serving ae water carriers, Those ore 


‘some of the fring benefits which tho Muria are 
<dotving. It must be noted thet the contact 
‘which the Muria have with this now world is not 
with its technology but with the new comers who 
‘operate this technology. The reason fot this 
selective contact is vety simple. The nature of 
‘services. which they rondo in the familias of the 
immigrants Is essier for them 10 do whsress the 
ineture ofthe works which the miaing technology 
‘equites of thom is technicel exoe tse which they 
lack. This explains when they find it dificult to 
participate in the mining operation. Neverthlass, 
‘hey are unde-going a p:0zess cf alignation from 

ie wibel world by the vary existence of the 
‘complex in their own villa, But owing 
to thet primitive condition end lack of tachnoloe 
lea! knowiodge the extant of alienation is ot 
such 8 would allow them to become completely 
Intogretad inthe mining systom. Tis. dual 
mamborship which represents half of their mind 
in tholr own world and. the other hall in that of 
the mining complex—has been generating meatal 
unrest and tension resulting in saious conssquence 
{or their commitment to either of the worlds. Thoy 

Im afix end. thet if is undergoing @ crisis 
(of choice and values. 


‘Any establishment of mining of Industrist 
‘ontorprisos offers cartain now opportunities 10 

tho tribal people. These opportunities Iie outside 

‘thoir social and cultural system. Any participation 

‘of tho tribal pooplo In taking advantage of those 

‘oppoitunties require a preparedness in knowledge 
‘and payéhology 20 thet thay draw themselves out 

‘of thsi system and got themselves integrated in 

‘tho now system without much tess and 

rsistancs. 


‘The Kitindul example shows thet some people 
‘xplot the oppottunitas and others hava. come 
10 Kirindl from very far away off places to work 
in tho minos whoreas the Muria of the locality 
‘continuo to practise the primitive egticulture and 
hava no substantial participation inthe. mining 
complex. The observation of the nature of work 
Which the tribal people do in the mining satting 
‘suggests that thors is selectivity in regard to the 
‘exploitation of opportunities, vie. @ particular 
othaie unit kas to exploit a particular opportunity 
‘nd other etinle unit enathertyp9 of opportunity 
For instance, tho float ote pebbles are found in 
bundance in the Bslladila area. The locel Muria 
fevings a fest intorect in manual mining and 
collecting them and tenspoiting them to the 
‘weighing yard. The work of manual mining and 
Dicking is in keeping with thai past exparience 


‘and when they find that it has the prospect of 
‘substantial income from this source they exploit 
this opportunity on a co-operative basis. 


‘The co-opzrative organisttion by mans of 
Which they explait the opportunity of manual 
mining of ost ore is an essential part of their 
‘cultural milion and social system. They eccomp- 
lish most of their economic activities by co-opore- 
tive moans. For exzmple, it anyono in a Muria 
village needs Tabourers to do som> work in his 
fiald he informs it in the village maeting On 
‘appointed day tho villagers get togethor and 
report in the fald of person who necd®d thom, 
‘In return for thoir tabour the .man gives @ goat 
which they uss in @ common feast and share the 
food, The general pattern is of work In the 
twibal communities Is that particular ethnic 
commanities exploit selected opportunities end 
this solaction is based on thelr past experience 
‘and social and cultural system. It implios there- 
fore that not all social institutions of a particular 
cultural miliou and eocial. system are functional 
10 the effective participation of the tribal 
in the mining setting. 
iytunctional and certain 


their participation in the mining activities are 
considered. Therofore before commissioning any 
mining oF Industrial project In any tribal aren a 
‘knowlodgo about tho ethnie composition, sociox 
‘economic characteristics of tho ethni units inhebl- 
ting the aroa and the functional implications of the 
various institutions of thevo tibal social 

‘is pre-requisite, becouse on this the formuletlon 
‘of policies on @ sound ‘and planning 
‘stretopie for commitment ofthe tibal communitos 
to the mining oF industrial discipline depend, 


BANDA 


Bands js stuoted at o distonce of 178 Kms, 
‘rom Jagadalpur, the distict head quarters and 
10 kms from Konts, the Tahsil headquarters, It is 
situated out of the way place in the thick forost 
‘of Konta Tahsil and is difficult of access. Tho 
Kacha foreat fond which connects it with Konta 
town is cut at several places by tho hill streams 
‘making it useless for any vehicular trafic In rainy 
‘seeson. 


Thote arv 45 houssholds of which 40 hous 
holds boiong to tho Dotla tbe, two of Loh 
who are regarded as tribal communities in Basta 
‘and one of Gond tba and the remaining two, 
‘houssholds aro of tho vilags level worker and 
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the forest _gusid. The total population of the 
Village. Is. 212 of which 182 aro wibels and the 
Fomaining 29 sre jon-tebals. 


‘The Village has two clusters of households 
‘oné on either sido ofthe hill seam which is tho 
mela source of water supply for tho. villge. 
Eech house has ts own compound which is 
fenced all round and is constructed with tho 
materials such as. stono and. timbor whieh are 
focally available, The houses sre thetohed with 
‘ras 


‘Though Benda Is situated in the dense reserve 
foreat its a revenue village and not a forest 
Village. Mtemeans that it 1S diroetly undor the 
Contiol of the revenue deperiment no: forest 
epsrtment which hes jutedietion aver the forest 
vilages. Tho mein oooupstion of the Dorla of the 
viiego. Ie agriculture, In tho sonse thet more 
prople aro omploycd in this occupation, But the 
Income from the forost labour ond business. in 
chateoo! Is more than that from egricuture, The 
‘overage ennual Income of a fomily from cori 
culture (8 Re, 262/ whore as it ia Re 379/ fm 
foront labour, Tho average family. size among 
tho Dorla of Banda Is 6 end the Per capi annual 
Income is Re. 1807, 


‘The oxtont of lond which is in the possession 
fof the Dorla Is 218 acres of which only 183 
fot, that is, 76 por cont aro undor cultivation. 
or core. evotego grous yields of paddy ia ea low 
‘iw 144 kgs. The low yield is duo to tho primitive 
method of culation and lito attention paid. to 
the land for ite Improvement. 


‘Tho Doria supplement their income from fond 
‘by working In forest labour and construction of 
Youds. Thete are many chotcoal Kilns. in and 
‘round the villago and tho Dorla find omploy- 
ment. 08 daily labourers In these. kilns. Tho 
‘wha have carte gat ehanco to transport charcoal 
tokonts end fer cartaga each trip. thoy earn 
Rs. 10/. ‘Though tho villeg> is situated in the 
thick foret, the people do not eam much from 
‘the fotest produce and business in. timber, The 
fverage annual income of a family fiom the 
forest produso Is only Rs. 69/ and from other 
‘sou cea concerning forest lobout, business in 
fusl, ote, Re 1E0/. The income from all tho 
primary and gecondery sectors is inedaquate to 
moot the required amount of food. 
The cnalyels of the food supply 
‘shows a great food gap. Ina year the people 
face the deficit of food for 144 days, The 
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results ofthis food gop 
disossed resletance, ind 
ow work habits 


malnutrition, reduced 
retarded growth and. 


‘The stringent forist rules which heve rosti= 
‘ted the freedom of the tribcls of Bands overforest 
have cut down theit food supply and affected their 
whole life snd culture to a large extent. The 
forest had a contct place in the life of the 
‘vibels. It not only provided myths and legends 
Which emiched their <esthetc. life, but also 
{rules roots, tubers ond leaves which enrehed their 
huittive content of thoir diate, Thoy used to hunt 
‘animale freoy in tho forest and met thelr protsin 
Fequitaments. The hill steams clso provided 
them with flch which is one of thelr most 
favourcble ‘tem of food. They tappad toddy from 
tho palmyra. tyoes. nd brow their own. lquor 
{fom the mohwa flower which the forest provided 
to them in abundanes, The forest provided 
‘zing ground for thelr cattle and timber which 
Fe mecesaary for the construction of thelr houses, 
The tibole were et ibuity to collect forest 
produce such ee wax, ux vomica, tamarind, 
‘marking nuts ond honey which fetched them 
‘money With which to buy tholr dally nocossities, 
‘Thus we find that tho forest satisfied the baie 
‘ne0ds of food, drink, end shelter, and thorolore 
thote was 0 cauoo of anxioty and unrest 


But With the imposition of tho now forost 
policy tho sights of tho tribals in forest have been 
terduced to more concessions only. 


Undor the prosent leon! restletions they 
‘ean not draw anything from tho forast.clther for 
hhome consumption ot for commerce! purpos 
without taking pormission of the forest autho- 
fites and payment of royalties, As thore are 
tostletions in togard to the number and size of 
tho timbor the tribals eon no longer Indi 

minately cut them of mect thoir requirements. 
Even the number of cattle that a tribal” family 
imay fteoly graze in the forest is restricted, it 
hos made It very difficult for the tribals. to Keep 
{ [n¢g@ number of cattle to which thoy aro heb= 
{wated. The tribals find ft very difficult to under- 
stand the utilitarian. agpeete of these regulations 
fd a6 they aro in the midst of the forest. which 
is vitally linkad with ll aspects of their life they 
fare unable to observe these restrictions. Wo 
have soverat cases of broach of the forest rules 
by tho wibes of Banda for which they wore 
severely punished by tho forest authorities, A 
situation of this naturo in which the tribals have 
to exploit the forest thereby committing offence 


and the forest authorities. have to protect the 
‘tional wealth as. per rules, has led to conflict 
‘Betwesn the tribals and forest euthorties and 
‘oss of life and preperty on both sides. 


NAKULNAR 


Nakulnar i situated at a discnco of 25 Kma, 
from the tzhsil headquerars at Dentewara 
Tho village is divided into two settlements— 
Murispara of 83 Musia households of 421 poopie 
‘and Thekurpers of 27 non-tibal households of 
190 people Tho Murie constitute 76:4 por cont 
‘ond the non-trdet people of which the Thakurs 
‘10 numerically prepanderent constints 238 pcr 
ent of tho totel population of the village. 


Tho Mi:iezera is homogeneous whos: 


the Thakutpara is hotcrogencous, having the 
‘Thokurs os the domincnt cesce and the Barbar. 
‘tho Melba, the Muslim, the Kolar and the Brahmin 


‘a8 minor castes. Tho Thokurs migrated. from 
‘outside tho stato and solacted in this vilage to 
e07y on business and trade i forest produce 
od, timber. In couse of their stay they 
acquired land in the village end also in the 
neighbouring vilkges by purchese’ and. ceclo- 
‘mation of weste land and took to <gricultyre 
In ddtion to business. They expanded their 
Inded property by alienating lend trom the 
‘tribals of the village. A ceso showing how the 
lund belonging to the Muria has passed on to 
the hands of tho Thakurs is given Below. 


25 years back one Sheik Abeob of Kutu 
village of Bijapur Tehsil came to Nekwinar to 

'y on business in forest produco. During 
tay in the village ho requested the villege 
hhasdman to give him some lend to cultivate 
‘The viloge hecdman gave him 12 acres of land 
which he cultvited for 10 years. Shaik Abeob 
‘maneged to get the land recorded in his name 
In connivance with tho village Patwar. 


‘After some years Shaik Abscb had to lcove 
the villige and go 10 his native place. 
Ho suriondcted tho land to the village headman 
‘who started eu'tivating the lend, and during 
the land survey and sertiement which followed 
fhe got the land recorded in hie name. 


Mochi, Shaik Abseb cams to know 
about tho land suvey and settlement snd 
visited tho vilzge, He contectsd Devananda 
Singh, a Thekur of the village end sold hi 

the land at Rs. 800. on, the strength of the old 
atta which was issued to him by tho village 
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Patwari. Devananda Singh paid Rs. 500 to 
‘Shaik Abee at the time of the negotiation and. 
‘old him to pay the belence of Rs. 300 at the 
time of registration. Tho village hesdman cama 
‘to know sbout this tansection and represented 
‘the mattor in tho court of the Collector who 
‘eve decrse in favour of the village headmen. 


The village heedman was in cultiveting 
‘possession of the land, But Devanenda Singh 
threatened hirm thet ho had purchased the land 
‘rom Shaik Abseb and the land belonged to him. 
In case hs encroached up on his lend he would 
be short dad. Being afioid of Dovanands 
‘Singh the village headmsn could not cultivate 
the [snd and the Tend is now under the cult 
vation of Devanands Sing! 


siivablo land of 1601°21 acres 
‘and 
the non-tribsl people, 24174 acres During 
four study of the vilago its found thet 47°81 
‘bet cont of the land owned by the tribal people 
end 67:49 per cent of tho lend owned by the 
Thekurs were lying fellow. The cesson for 
this in the cese of the tribal people wa8 their 
poverty nd tack of necessary tools and 
‘materials required for cultivation, But In the 
cose of Thakurs they are not a# much interested 
{in devsloping their land a8 thuy 8re In. improving 
‘wusiness end trade, and theretore they do not 
bother much to put all the lond they have undor 
cultivation 
‘Of the SB Mura femiles, 12 tami 
per cent) ore landless end thoy 
Tiving by wogo earning. 37 fami 
‘which veries trom 10 acres to 20 acros and 
‘above, and the remeining 9 families own 1 core 
10 loss than 10 cores of land, Though tho 
‘majority of the Muria ate large land own 
end par capita land holding works out at 
‘305 acres, but thoir economic condition isnot 
00d. It shows that mere holding of lend in 
bulk does not prov'de sufficlont _incontve for 
improving eprieulturel practios. Facilities such 
‘88 water for ligation, money for purchasing 
fortilset, and pesticide, and the technical help 
‘must be vsilable to the tribal peopto in timo to 
improve thei agriculture. But what le most 
needed is a chenge in their cultural, hottago 
‘end habit which are a hindrance to the 
pplication of intensive effors to thar egricuttural 
‘etivitos. 
That the agriculture is unde'developed ie 
‘evident fom tho low yield fiom the land. The 
Muria got on an average 104441 Kgs. of paddy 


per acre of land. The yield is clso low in the 
‘ease of cereals afd millets. The other sources 
‘af income which supplement the income from 
fand ete agriculture labour and forest produce. 
‘But the Income from the primary and also ftom 
the secondary sectors are so meagre thet in 
terms of cash the annual income of « family 
does not exceed Rs. 1,100/-. 

fverage annual income ‘comes to Rs. 164 pp. 
‘As a tesult, the Muria sutfer trom rest scarcity 
‘of food. Our celeulation shows that the Murie 
fof Nakuinar find deficit et food for 175. days 
Inve yeat. The shortage and deficiency of food 
| reflected in thoit malnutrition, low work 
habits and heavy Indebtedness, 


‘THE RULER AND THE TRIBES OF BASTAR 
Before merger in the Indian Republic on 
‘tat Jonuoty 1048 Bastar was @ Native state ruled 
by the royal femily of Kakatiya dynasty which 
claims it otigin trom Werangal. now a district of 
‘Andhra Pradesh. It is. the biggest distiet of 
Madhya Predesh covering 39,171 Sa. Km. 26 
its area, It le the third. largest district in the 
‘county and Is litle bigger than Kerala State. 


Bestar_ie the epitome of 2 variety of tribal 
communities, which constitute 722 per cent of 
‘the tote! populstion of the distict. The scheduled 
‘tibes which are numerically importsnt are 
Muria (310,875), Gond (295,265). Maria 
(104,801), Bhatue (77,226), Helbe (40.168). 
Dhurwa (36,599) and Dorle (21,382). As the 
‘vibes of Bastar are vatled culturally snd are 
In different stages of socio-economic develop 
‘ment it would be appropriate to briely describe 
‘those which are important among them. 


‘They tive Im the Abuimer 
‘mountain, the taincognita of Bastar district 
‘The region extends over three Tahsile—Nerayen- 
ur, Blpur and Dantes. Owing to, the 
Inaccossibility of the 
Teast influenced by 
retained most of th 
‘utlons. Thoy cultva 
ther villages. are shiting in nature. 
Marla aro the most primitive and wid tribe of 
the district, and are not under any Government 
Cont) exept tay ome, They, ona, 

ous, cheerful and contended. They are loyal 
nd faltil vo the Rojo ot Bestar 


‘put and Bijapur Taheils. They-are called as such 
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beesuse of tho charceteristic heeddress of bisone 
horns which they use during their dance. Their 
mainstay is shifting cultivation. The incidence 
of murder end suicide is very high among tho 
Bison-horn Maria. Elwin hes repo'ted that there 
‘wore 108 ceses of murder and S3ceses of suicide 
In 1964. He also found out « secsonal variation 
Jn Maia murder and suicide. For murder he 
{ound a definite increese in the hottest: months. 
cof the year, that is, April and May, and also in 
‘September and October which ste equally hot ond 
‘enerveting, tmtho cese of the suicide ho observed 
that 2 ‘isrge umber of suicide takes pleco in 
July and August Which are filled with heavy and 
‘strenuous field works ond ate tho months of acute 
food scarcity. 


The Mutia: The Musia of the diatict can bo 
Givided into. three groups. (1) Raja Muria_ or 
Jagedelpur Muria whote habitat extends beyond 
Bhenpuri in the nomh, Chitrskoot waterfalls in 
the west, Darbie im tho south. and upto tho 
Orissa border from Jagadalpur in tho of 
(2) Jhoria Muvia who ate probebly Hill Mariss 
Settled in the plains end live mixed with the 
Maria. (3) The Ghotu! Muria whote tract Is 
confined to Narayenpur and Kondegson Taheils. 
‘These Muies ate cistinguiched trom the other 
‘mo Ewvisions by theis Ghotul system, that is, the 
dormitory for the young unmaried boys and 
sits who spend the night together there and 
leatn the civic vinues, hospitality and traditions 
and customs of their community. The Ghotul is 
the taining centre which imparts Instructions 
Jn sex, thos, mores and taditions of their 
community. It hae en important role to play in 
[perpetuating the diacritical marks of the commu- 
ity and its eultural identity. 


‘These tibes of Bistar have a strong cor halous 
political sructsre of which the ler of Bastar, 
‘who is also the chief priest of goddess 
Danteswari, the presiding deity of the tribes, is 
tegarded es the politcal heed. At the lowest 
level each villege hes a panchayat which consists 
‘of 2 group of officials, The secular head of tho 
panchayat Is called Pedda who has en cesistant 
‘headman called Pina Pedda or Kandko. There 

‘commande! who ia known as Kotwar. Ho 
‘aasiats the headmen in diacharging thelr duties, 
‘The officials also include Bhumgaita or the chiet 
pllest, or Waddey and Sitha ot the medicine 


‘The posts of these officials are hereditary and 
te rule of primogeniture operates in succession. 
In case the posts of the hesdmon and the priest 


fall_vacant by death and there is no hair to 
succeed, tho community choses fom their 
respective families tho right persons having 
‘special knowiedge and competence to hold such 
posts. The nesdman hears disputes among tie 
Villagots and decides. them in consultation with 
‘tne elders of ta villogs and gives judgments 
which the parties concerned obey. 


Towards. the remunoration for his sa-vice the 
village headman enjoys soma land rent-foo 
eddition to 1/8th of tho lond rovenv0 collects 
from the village. The Kotwar who assis. the 
hhoadman in collecting. the revenue also enjoys 
‘somo land ront-treo besides the Pay of R.48/- 
Bet_monsum. Ho Keeps the records of births 
‘and donths which accur in his villoge and reports 
the same to the police, The priest of the 
village ia responsible to propitiat tho village 
dotios and presides over ll festivals held in the 
village. The medicine man is expected to drive 
away tho evil spirits and keep of the diseases 
which are caused by thelr spits and Koop the 
villagors physically fit. 

‘On the whole the village panchayat performs 
administrative, legisativo, judicial end olgious 
functions. “Io the past the village panchayat 
‘was moro effertiv> in its 2otivities But owing 
to th» impact of the modatn times ond chong 
in administrative set “up from foudaliam to 
democratic decentralisation, the tidtiona village 
panchayat has been weakaned and many of its 
functions have bosn minimised to 2 large 
extent. The euthoriry which the vilege 
panchayat used to. exo'cise in civil as wall cs in 
‘criminal matta:s during the feudal order hat been 
‘the cause of discontent among the tris! 
communities. 


‘The next higher organisation is the Pargana 
Panchayst. Each Pargana consis of 2 group 
cof villages ranging from 6 to 10 villoges 
dopending upon the size of tho villages. It was. 
‘the next higher ndministative unit during the 
‘rat while Bastar State, Each Pargons panchayat 
consists of a Menjhi who is the ehiot of the Par- 
{Gana snd the hoadman of the villages which form 

argana. The Manjhi hes an sssietont who 
helps him in discharging his duties. 

‘The Manibi is responsible for levying ond 
‘collecting land revenue trom the villages included 
in hs jurisdiction through the lp of the village 
hheadmen. The othor duties which the Manihi 
performs are to. miinial law and order in his 

gana, provide food end accommodation to 
the officers during their tour in his Pargana. 


‘inform the village headmen about all information 
received from the administrative headquarters, 
fepresent the grievances. of the people of his 
Pargana to tho ruler of Bastar. Beside these 
secular duties, the Manjhi performs mony 
religious acthities. Ha has to rsies_substantil 
donations from the villages within his 
jurisdiction for the performance of the 
Deshera festival every year at Jagodalpur and 
‘Gives the amount to. the managing committee 
of this festival. The Monihis of the diffrent 
Parganas constitute this committeo and. -ondor 
ll atsatance to the ruler of Bastar in the colebra- 
ton Of this festival, A short account of thi 
featval is given bolow at itis tho mast Important 
festival obseived jointly by tho tribe! people. and 
tho ruler of Beater, The fest: revels tho 
teido-raler reltionship and in what depth this 
Intimacy between them exist, 


Dsshara fostival in Bastar: A new chariot of 

‘vod fe voquited in ths fostval. This chariot ie 
made ay the sibes of Jamnar and. Boarwat 
villages. The woods which aro tequlted for tho 
‘construction of the chariot sre supplied by the 
tribes of Kechanapati and Amdapatl villages. The 
tribes start bringing tho woods. to 
‘rom the month of July 
befove the festival which tokes 
month of October. 
‘valloble, the tibes stare bullding the chstot, the 
ruler of Bester provides ration to the tribes 
‘who supply the wood and. constuct the 
chariot 


The Manjis raise~ donations from their 
‘respective porgenas. Each village contributes: 
‘one goat. one pig, Rs.2—10 in cash, and 10 kgs. 
of rice. The Manjhi offers jth of this contribution 
‘0 the Mato-Devata, the Paigans goddess and 
‘ves over tho remalning th of the donation to the 
‘managing committee of the festival, The 
Committee is constituted by a fow selected 
Manjhis, But all Manibis get chance in rotation 
10 be the mambors of the committee. AS the 
work starts thea months in advance and the 


‘Jegudalpur much in advance of tho festival th 
‘Manji form the committee thtee months in 
vance and look after the preliminary works and 
‘take caro of tho visting tribes by way of provie 
‘ding thom with food end shelter. The members 
cof the committee kept the rulet informed of tho 
progress of work, and the amount contributed by 
the tribes of different Parganss. and any diffe 
‘culties toced by them, 
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“The festival lets for 16 days: 


‘On the fist day of the festival two unmarried 
tvibal gis ying cn the throwns give to the 
Tule; two. getlends of flower which is. symbolic 
fof awarding divine sanction to the ruler to Go 
head with the fostiv 


From. tho next dey for 9 deys @ wibel 
mendicant cbsives. fast end meditetes et the 
temple called Seexasaca at Jegedclpur, Fem 
the following day for 7 days the ruler visite 
the goddess Dantoswari atthe gate of the fo:t 
fof Jagedelpur end brings out the umbrella which 
{doin the geddess end with it sits en the 
ccharlot. The tibe® cesembled there, pull the 
cchatiot end clicumambulste tho religious lcs 

fof the town end returns to the temple of 
Danteswari where the culet lights fiom the 
cchaviot with the divine umbrella ard replaces. 


it In Ite ofiginet place in the temple, This 
procedure ie repeated evelyday forthe 
following 7 days. 

‘Thoro is enother temple of Denteswati at 


Dantewera, which is 85 Km. from Jayedslpu: 
‘The tribes Of Dantewara tahsil vesch Jegsdslpur 
‘on the 10th dey of the festival with the divine 
lumbretla of Danteswari of Denteware. They 
‘come all the way by welking end it tekes them 
thtee deys to cover the distance, As soon <s 
the tem carving the palanquin in which the 
divine umbrella is laid, reeches the Henumen 
‘gcte ct the cutskit of Jagedalpur town the. ruler 
Who waite thore offers prayer to the umbels 
‘which symbolizes the Danteswart of ‘Denteware 
land envties the Pelenquin, Others who ceny the 
Palanquin with the ruler are the priests of the 
fuler end two Manihis of Jageds!pur ard 
neighbouring parganas. On rezchieg the temple 
‘of Danteawall of Jagedlpur tho ius tckes cut 
the umbiellafiem the alenquln ard instels 
Iein. the tomple. The umbrelle of the presiding 
deities of diferent peiganas which are bought 
this day by the tibes to Jugedelpur are also 
kept by the side of the two main umbrellas 
(of Danteswarl of Jegadalpur end Oenteware, 


Noxt dey tho ruler fixes the umbelle of 
Dantesweri of Dentowara cn en altar uron 
the buck of an elephant and install tho umbrella 
Of Dantoswaii of Jegedaleur in the cheriot 
and sits by its side. “Then the assembled wwibes, 
police and other ofticiale salute the ruler end 
‘the umbrellas, Theveatr the elephent moves 
forward and the tibes follow it with the chariot. 
‘They Visit different temples and the religious 


centies in the town cnd pay hemage to the 
residing deities in such places. Then the 
procession retuins to the Danteswet! temple 
‘where the ruler lights fiom the chariot with 
the cmbrella and cerries both the umbrclles 
into Yee temple and instal them on the altar 
prepared for thet purpose. 


‘Next day the ruler holding the two umbrellia 
{gots ia 2 procession to a village called Kundekot 
‘whieh is at a distance of 1], miles from Jega- 
ape ot which 

pulled to thie villege by the tribals of Kilpal 
Yilkege the previous nicht. The ruler site by 
the cide of the umbyellcs. After offering seluto 
ind hemage to the ruler and the umbseliec the 
‘pikes escembied there gull the cheriot end bring 
ite the Damtesweti temple of Jegudelpur. On 
teaching the temple tho ruler alghts from tho 
chariot wth the Umbrellas end places them of 
the eacted alte; in the temple, Therectter, 
the tuler walks 10 bis pelece and the trbals 
follow him. Tre ruler and tibals obsove: 
‘together et the pe'sco tho new rice eating 
‘ceremony (Nuskhis). The people- ll over Bester 
‘observe this ceremony on this day. 


est dey the detber of the tribes is held in 
the palace. The tulet presides over the devbar 
tnd the assembled tbes offer presents in ccsh 
ardikird to the ruler. The ibels put ferward 
heir grievences to the ruler who attends to 
them and devise steps to redress them. He 
tekes many policy decisions regarding the 
éministiotion of the stete and the rules end 
fegulatens cf lend and foteet in consultation 
‘wih the Merlhis end the common tibes 
Und posses necessary otde's to execute them 
pieperiy. In this cccasion the wer bestows 
Few turbens on the Manjhis in veccgnition of 
their Neriship end with them a prosperous 
nd heppy lie. 


“The following cy the tibels uke back the 
Lumbrelis of plesiding deities of their respective 
Peigenes and leave Jegedelrur tor their 
Tespective villages, On tho eeme dey the ler 
10 mikes necossniy alrengements, fur t 
retuin jeuirey of the trbels of Dentew 
‘After a gmell ceremony held at the Denteswa 
temple the ‘uler herds sbum over the umbrella 
fof Dentesweti ced gives them a ceremonial 
Send off. The ceuting is emotionel end pcthetic. 
‘The ruler gives the term Re. 100 in cath, 1h 
putis of ree end 3 goats towards thelr food 
‘uring their three dey journey to Dentewor 


Tne Dasha fossval revosls that the rulse- 
‘ibs relationship was not only admin'statve: 
but it was also mythic, sym3aliz and ritaalisti. 
‘Ths. lationship botwsen the ruler ond the 
vibss Is. mast intimats snd close, Anathet 
feuture of the tibo-rular relationship is the 
institution of Manjhishio which is will ests- 
blishsd in_ths palitioal o:gonization of tho 
‘vibes of Bastar undar ths patonag> of the 
foudalovdor. Tn Dashara festival, isnot 
‘only ritual activity of the tibes and the 
ruler of Bastar, but it sores als op a 
political activity of both partios, thy ruler and 
‘the ruled. It offers the opportunity to the 
‘wibss to pay their hamaga to the ruler as 
the chiof priest of Danteswari who isth>i supreme 
doity and at tho sam> tim> reinforces and 
‘stabilises. the institution of Manihiship of which 
the muler I thy politcal head. 


Bastar was more or less paacetal during 
‘tha foudal regime except, of course, occasions! 
ing. a8 a result of ivaky disputes 
id. qarrels. botwoon tho claimants to tho 
twlership. I 1888 thoce was a tribal revolt 
‘of this nature and tho thon Raja Bhairam 
Doo was dyposed and the Stata passed into 
‘tho British hinds. in 1891. Thoreatter the 
situation in Bastwr want fiom bad to wore. 
The British India police rules, tho criminal 
and civil procedures which dispensed with 
the vadilonal_ village panchayat courts, the 
laws of evidence ond imitation, - abnoxous 
fotest laws, rack-renting of th» non-tibal 
Intermadiaries and other comupt and. tyrannical, 
Practices wore galling and tormenting to the 
‘wibal communities. As this distressing cond 
tion want on unchecked and the authorities 
[paid no. heed to red-ass the grievances the 
discontent of the tebal communities which 
was smouldering took a serious turn resulting 
jn wide spread wibal rebslion in 1311. Tre 
‘typical way by which the appeals of the tribal 
lende's wore. communicated to every look and 
comer of Baster was by moans of citculating 
chilies, bows and atoms, spears and mango- 
‘branches among the fellow vibesmen. The 
devastations which ware caused to the life 
‘and proparty of the tribals and th> acts of 
1ape_and abduction .which ware committed 
by the tworps. during the 1911 rebsllion ore 
‘til fresh. in the -memary of the old Sirdars, 
‘and Palebos of many Ghotuls and the Manis 
‘of many Pargenas, 
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‘Tne last ruler of Bastar was Pravin Chandra 
Bhanja Doo who was installed 26 the 
chief of the Stato in 1947 when 
hardly cightoen. He was as doar as life to 
the tibss because he ws the hereditary 
ruler of an ancient royal family, the chief 
priest of tho Danteswari, tho presiding deity 
of both the tribes and the ling. family 
and the source of financial help which he 
extended to tha tribals in the most libs 
manner. Ho used to adorn himself with orange 
‘robes, put on vermilion in his forehead, and 
have flowing hair and an Impressive "look. 
The twibes treated him asa sodhu ot hermit 
and ware full of admiration for his practicos 
‘of squandsring to his tribal followers. hundre 
rupee currency notes. 


‘As other orincely states wore. integrated in 
‘the Indian Union after independence Bastar 
‘mat with the same fate. Pravin Chandra had to 
‘merge his state in the Indian Union on ist 


‘one of the disticts of 
‘ter he let le inadom and royal power Previn 
Chandra naturally felt most unhappy and 
regretted the morger to which he. thought he 
thoughtlataly consented. Being the high priest 
‘of Danteswari who. is the supreme dalty of 
the royal family and the. tibse of Bastar, and 
respected and honoured by millions. of tba! 
followers a8 their divine king Pravin Chondia 
flannsd to avail himsolf of every opportunity 
to his advantage by utllsing his rolationship 
swith thom. 


Ho started his agitation against. the Govern- 
mont ond his solicited the support of th 
tribals. in his favour, He threatened, to. take 
away Dantoswari and leave Besta: uniess the 
tribals put their fight against the Governmant 
for the restoration of his State and. power, 

fnflamatory speeches. aroused. the flagging 
intarest_ of the highly emotional tribes who 
‘ued Bastar into a rising glant. 


To annul sll efforts of Pravin Chandra and 
jin order to wean tho tribes away. from his 
influence. the Government introduced the 


8 panchayats 
and Manji system, Under the provisions of 
Chapter VI of the C.P. and Berar Panchayats 
‘Act. 1948, the Government of Madhva Pradesh 
was empowered to establish Adimajatiya 
Pancheyst fora village of group of villages. 


Such a Panchayat is composed of clected 
panchas snd a Sarpanch nominsted by the 
Govemment. The Collector of Bastar is autho- 
rised to remove @ Ssipench or 2 panch for 
corruption, neglect of duty, continued absence 
from meetings, motel turpitude and may sppoint 
the aucceseor of the person so removed. 


The Adimajative Pancheyets are empowered 
to exctclse such criminal end cvil_jursdiction 
‘as may bo prescribed by the State Government. 
‘An Adimajativa Panchayst hes power to ty 
‘and determine sult not exceeding Rs. £000 
Jn value, It may impose a fine not exceeding 
Fis. 28 in criminal cases, Any decision of the 
‘Adimalatiya Panchayat is appealable to the 
Pacgena Panchayat which fs constituted under 
this Act. 


‘A Porgana Pencheyat is constiuicd for 9 
‘oroup of Adimajatiya Penchayats, It consists of 
@ Sorpanch and four panchas who are all 
nominated by the State Government. The order 
1 by tho Pargana Penchayat on any appoat 
‘290inst the decision of an Adimajaive panchayat 
shall not be appealable but a revision application 
could be filed to the Collector and decision 
thereon shall be final. 


‘At tho timo of research there wore 1,015 
‘Adimajatia Panchayats and 214 Pergana 

8 functioning in. Baster, Although the 
Panchayets ere in the field for more than a 
decede, now they have failed to enlist tho 
co-operation of the tibel people, A few 


1. The tibel people had in exch village 
their tational councilé. which were active and 
functioning well. The introduction of the 
‘Adimalotiya Panchayat st the villego lovet bY 
‘the Government was a threct to the old politicel 
Intitution of the vilge and tho tibet people 
Immediately tensed that the. inteduetion of the 
‘Adimajatiya Panchayat was meant to supplant 


their village council. They resented this act of 
the Government. 
2. Tho traditional village council wes 


composed of members belonging to the tribe! 
communities, Naturally it served best to 
preserve tho tibal customs and values. But 
in Adimajativa Panchayats the non-tibals also 
became the mombers particularly in the vilagos 
Which are ethnically heterogensous. In some 
ceases the non-tibals beceme the Serpanchs 


ff such Panchayats. This arrangement curtailed 
‘the chences of referring. ‘any caso to the Pancha- 
vat by the tribals. 


‘The traditional council consiste of both 
secular and secred hezdmen of the village, 
‘whom the tibst people follow in all mattors 
because of their knowledge about the tibal 
life end culture nd the rolo which they play in 


tor such 


no regard 


4. The teditionel council is boing headed by 
the village hecdmen who presides over the 
meetings end conducts 2ll business of the 
‘meeting end preclaims the finel judgements in 
‘any dispute. But in tho new Panchayat, the 
Government could not nominate the heedman, af 
hhe is a Government. servant. Hence the head= 
‘man looks to the new panchayat with contempt, 


5. The Government have prescribed 0 lengthy 
‘ard complicated procedure to bo followed by 
the new panchayet besides charging a foc for 
filing any complaint in tho panchayst. for 
‘djudicetion. The tibal people look upon theo 
practices e8 queer and strange. 


6. The tribal people have no say in tho 
matter of selection of members of “the 
‘Adimajetiya Panchayat. Naturally in many 
{cases tho members of which constitute the 
panchayat may not be of their choice, because 
they are selected according to the choice of ‘the 
Government, and the criteria of selection 
followed by the Government are not the samo 
‘88 thoto of the tibel people, Naturally the 
participation of the ibe! people in the new 
penchayat if handicepped. 


7. Lost but not the least in eny sonse is 
that the traditions! council imposes fine in kind 
‘which is utilised by the villege community ina 
feast. But the new  panchayst levies fine in 
cate which is deposited in tho office of the 
Tehsil. it ives an impression to tho tibet 
People that the new political system is more 
benefice! to the Government than to themselves, 


Under these circumtances the bal peoples 
{feel that the Adimalatiya penchayet hes boon 
designed to supplant their trediticnal village 
‘councils ether than supplement them. Hence 
they evince no interest in the new pénchayat. 
It is n0 exaggerstion to say that the tribal people 
have referred not even 9 single cese t0 the new 


” 


panchayat any where in the study villages. Our 
discussions with the panchayat officials st the 
district level reveals tat the same tend exists 
‘throughout Bastar. 


What has been said about in Adimajatiya 
Panchayat also applies tothe Pargana Panchayat 
{a6 well. But somethiag more is to be mentioned 
here as this panchayat is created. with an ultssior 
‘motive of wosning the tribal leaders away from 
the Reje of Bastar, As pointed ost earlisr the 
Raja continues to command the same respect 
‘and loyalty from the Reja Manjhis as betore. 
This fact has become a headache 10 the ruling 
arty Which despite of its best efforts could 
‘ot gst Its candidates elected to the Assembly. 
The ruling party therefore planned to make 
dissension among the tribel people by pationi- 
sing cortain bal leaders with the introduction 
of Adimsjatiya end Pargana panchayats. But 
Its hopes have boon shattered os the foudsl 
chief continues to enjoy the same confidence 
of the trbel people as before, The Government 


congress party rathor thon the old Raja Manjhis 
who continue to show their loyalty “and respect 
to tho Raja of Bastar. Being felt out of the 
‘bargana panchayat they lodged a compleint 
With tho Roja Who aseured them is blessings 
‘and in recognition of their position os Raja 
‘Manjbis issued groen turbans and other 


tenewed bond of cohesion between the Raja 
‘and the Raja Manjhis crested more problems than 
Bolving them for the ruling part which brended 
the Rojo as a altar. 


At long last the prolonged hectic events reached 
IRsculmination on the 18th March 1988 when the 
‘vibes and the Raja Pravin chendra hed an 
‘encounter with the State Police force. The 
result was that tho Raja Pravin chéndra was 
shot dosd in his own fort and the rebel trbels 
‘ore taken into custody end imprisoned for a 
period of 2 months. With the death of the 
Raja tho loyalty of the tribal people to the 
feudal lod did not die out. They held the 
wife of tho ala with the same esteom and 
feapect and loyslty as they didthe Roja. Their 
faith on the Raja was eo much deep rooted that 
‘they thought that the incammation of tho Raja 
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‘would soon take place. The emergence of 


to be tho emergence of the Raja end to have a 
Dersan of the Raja thousends and thousends 
Of tribal people from every nook and comer 
‘of Bester matched to the placo where the 


As tho activities of Baba Behari Das is of 
‘great political importance it is noces 
ive a brief account of him and 
‘his activites and his hold on the tribes 
Bastar 


of 


Babe Behari Oss 

We have already stated that the tribels of 
Bastar had immense regard and respect for tho 
lta foudal chiot Pravin chandra Bhonja Deo, 
‘They also felt that he was an Incamation of 
God. They had no regard for the Government. 
{In fect, 10 them any Government othet than 
the ruling chlaf was non-existant. Thet ie why 
‘they didnot ask for enything from tho 
Government in form of roads, walls or schools, 
Rather thoy wished thst the foudel chief should 
always bo in their midst and the Government 
‘should restore his esteto to him. Taking undue 
‘edvantage of this. situation some vested Intoreats 
planned to choat the tribal communits. As 0 


history. 
‘extraneous sfforts of police, and spocial Branch 
of C.1,D, have fallod to throw any light on, 
this man.” To the interogstion of the police 
he said that ho ie a native of AVodhya in U. P. 
State. But further ingury revealed thot it is 


‘and what is his past Even the 


fot 60. After the death of Pravin chondi 
Deo, Baba Behari Des came to Bestar 
the yoar 1987-68. He used to 
Jn.a tomple situatod In the forest _nosr Chot 
‘Dongar village in Narayanpur Tehasil, Gradually 
hhe come in close contact with some 

‘Manjhis who lived very close to the 
Pravin chandra and were coversant with his 
manners end habits pariculery with ropard to 
his dtess and. speech. The most importent 
‘among them are Kosar Manji of 
Hichapuam (Muria), Beli of Chepka_(Bhatra) 
‘Mangal manjhi of Pendripani (Muria); Piluram 
‘of Dongriguds (Bhstra) end Jadu Sundar Lal of 
Keskal (Ex MP). After having support from 
‘the shove guides and informants he put on the 
‘same kind of dress which Pravin chandra doned 
‘and in hig talks, grectings, gestures and postures 


‘The next stop whieh he followed to fulfl 
hile plan was to gather round him a group of 
devoted disiptes of tibal origin. and of Manji 
etogory and sent thém out to different villagos 
Yo communicate to the tribals the event of 
Incarnation of Pravin chandra and the place of 
his abode in tho forest of Chota Dangor ond 
‘the temple thorein, 


‘The emissaries approached first the Important 
tribal toadors. who were very loyal to. Provine 
chandra and reported to them his. inceynation 
‘and his place of sbode, Those leaders got 
‘excited and were anxious 10 see him, The 
fmissaries led them to a vantage point ond 
{rom # distance they saw Pravin hand's moving 
about in the forest. They got excited ond 
‘spread the news in thelr tospective localities 
‘Thus tho people of Bastar —_peticulaly 
the tibsl people availed thomsolv 

‘of the earliest opportunity of having a glance et 
their beloved Roja Pravin chandra, Stoame of 
‘wibale marched to Cheta Danger to heve darshan 
‘of the Raja from a distance 


‘A couple of yours passed by and the disguised 
Pravin chandra settied down in 9 village called 
CChapka; which Is 17 miles away from Jagadalpur 

‘the north, It ie two miles away trom 
Jegadalpur-Ralpur grand tunk rosd where the 
Mahasiva Rati festival is held on a grand scale 
every year, It is the biggest festival in Bestar 
which lass for 16 days, People from ll parts 
fof Bastar visit this pligrim centre in large 
numbers, Thore ie an old Siva Temple and a 
bathing place where people take their bath on 

1@ SIvarati_and thon vist the temple to offer 
‘thelr prayers. There is leo 0 natural waterfall and 


built his hut and has boen living there with hie 


disciples for the last 13 months. 

Kosara Manjhi who is hit senior and trusted 
disciple end who was also most dovotod to the 
te Pravin chandra_ started again his propaganda 
‘that Roja Pravin chandra Banja Deo has not died 
‘but ho Is alive and is staying in his hut ot 


Chapke. Inthe meantime Baba Behari Das. 
started the villages in Bastar along with hie 
astociates like Kosara Manjhi and others. Priot 


10 hie visit to. particular village an intimation 
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‘on such and such day the Maharaja Pravin chandra 
Banja Deo would visit their village ond this 
Information should not be let out to any other 


village. ‘The people. of tho village Koop the 
information to themselves and nover divulge it 10 
‘any one else who does not belong to thoir 


ye and eagerly walt for his visit. On 
receiving the news the people get excited and 
make appropristo arrangements such as. erecting 
‘9 pendal, fixing gates, decorating the village with 
leaves. and flowers to receive him in the same 
‘mannot 06 they used to do to him in the. past 
‘As toon a8 Babi Behori Das reaches the outskin 
‘of the viloge, tho mon end women start singing and 
dancing in the accompaniment of music and. tho 
hheodmin of tho village begs to the Boba to 
‘proceed 10 the pandal where ho is seated and 
after that flowers, coconut and honey at 

10 him. The women wave lighted lamps and 
Ingonce stound him and the people of the whole 
village stand crowded around him 


Baba keops strt silence, But the disciples 
who accompany him tell the erowd that tho 
‘complexion of theit Raja has become black 
because of the effects of bullets which the police 
‘shot at him, They take out the clothes from the 
body of tho Babs 10 show them the bull 
wounds end tho ecar marks. Befote leaving the 
village his followers tell the villagers not to 
‘expose his visit to anyone else, The Innocent 
tribal people obide by tho instructions of the 
Baba most faithfully, 

The tibol people do not divulge his visit in 
‘the public. because they fear that if the Govern. 
‘ment comes to know about it then they would 
catch him and kill him. Thus. the news that 
Pravin chandra Banjho Deo is alive has spread 
like 0 camoutlage throughout Bastar, 


‘Thousands of tribal people trom every nook 
‘and corner of ited pouring in at 
Chapks to have a aba and 
rocelve the sacred thread (Kanthi) which ho wi 
dolling out to them, According to this. practice 
the Babu was callod as Kanthi 

of 

In the streams would turn into. white bi 
fowls Into snakes, goats into wild boars, and 
pigs into demons. He advised them not to 
keep thom at home and not to eat them any 


more, His instructions spread. far and wide, 
‘and the tribes everywhere in Bastar dispensed 
with these domesticated animale and abstained 


themselves from eating eh, mutton, chicken 
and pork. The tribal people who wore sacred 


threed dispensed with dogs and cats which 
thay kept in their houses. He also eked those 
who wore sacred beads to plant a beniyan 
‘Yee in their village and worship it for 5 days 
and 5 nights. His advice to the ladies was to 
temove thelr bangles and stop wosring red 
saries. His instruction to the public wes that 
ach village should offer 10 Kgs. of rice, one 
new cloth, five rupees and one coconut to 
Baba at the time of their visit to Chapka for 
‘the purpose of offering prayer to him. —Accor- 
dingly each villago complied to the divine 
desire of the Babs, He informed all people 

deities have come to sete 
‘down with him at Chepka and therefore they 
need not offer any sterfice or puja to them 

legos. He omphasized thet avery 
tilbal should wore the sacred beads and he 
‘charged Ro. 1 trom every head men of the 
{amily for giving him or her the sacred beads 
‘and 25 piso trom other members of the family. 
‘The child in the womb was also not exempted 
tom this tes. which ‘he charged for wearing 
the éacred beads, He instructed that every 
village goddess should be adorned with his 
sacred beads and tho charges wore Re. 8 pet 
village goddess. 

He had forbidden those who wore sscred 
bead not to est in the houses of those who 
had not worn such beads. Thus he crested 
‘a dichotomy in society «3 sacred bead wearers 
(Kanthiwala) end non-wearers (beggar Kanthi- 
Hé inetuctsd the Kanthiwalss not to 


kind has resulted in conflict and fighting 
between the Knctiwalss and non-Kantiwelas 
Cages of murder have slso token place 28a 
result of This conflict. We @ve below a fow 
‘cates t0 show the social consequences emerging 
from the invoduction of sacred beads. 


Lakshman Potol is @ non-Kentiwala. He was 
forced by the Kanthiwalas of his village to 90. 
to Chapk» snd wear Kanthi 2s glvon by tho 
Baba. But he did not yield to the pressure of 
the public and a8 a consequence he is outcasted 
and is not allowed to use the village well. 

In Kodenar village there arose a dispute 
‘betwoen the Muri The Hal 


‘Muria. of tho 
to sacrifice a gost before the goddess. After 
some how managing to get a goat which was 


lage wanted in one occasion 


difficult to have because of the influincs of 
‘the Baba they made all arrangemants to sacrifice 
it before the village goddess. But the Halba 
of the village objected to it on the ground that 
‘they had already ted the sacred beads to tho 
‘goddess and sny sacrifice would bo agoinst 
‘the wishes of the Baba and. the goddess would 
be polluted. The Murias did not listen to their 
Words and sttempted to sacrifice the goat, 
Bet the Habs obstructed thom and inthe 
‘process both the parties came to blows and 
wore’ afterwards ragged t0 tho police-station 
10 receive more beating from the police. 


Rough estimates show that Baba Bshari Do 
has earned not less than 7} lakhs of rupee from 
‘the salo procceds of the sacred beads and trom 
the contributions of the tribal people. His 
‘lose associates have also earned in thousands 
be purchased 2 Jeep to move about, He 
‘opened a shop at Chopka of coconuts and other 
items of worship and the visitors urchased the 
items of offerings trom this shop. This business 
‘added considerably to his income. The Baba 
‘and hie associates have intimate relationship with 
the political leaders at the Stato and notional 
level and seem to contemplate to contest the 
coming genera election. 


‘So far 5 the royal family. is considered, two. 
{forces are in operation in favour and. the other 
‘against the Baba. After Pravin chanda was shot 
ead his brother Viajaya chandra had accession to 
‘the throne against the wishes of the local tribal 
people who wanted Mrs. Vedavati,  Pravin- 
Cchandea's wite to succeed him. But the Govern- 
mont was much against Vedavati for obvious 
reasons and got his brother Vijaya chandra 
‘2scended to the throne Vijaya chandra. died in 
the year 1972 and there arose a dispute botwoon 
Vedavati and Hitendea Kumar, Vijaya chandro’s 
wife regarding ownership of the royal propery, 


The enemity between these two widows was 
‘eccentuated when the question of siting in. the 
‘chariot at the time of Dashard wes discussed by 
‘the leading Manjpis, 


‘As the tibal people are in favour of Vedavett 
‘they recognised her as the chiot priest of 
Donteswari and therefore made her to sit in. the 
‘chariot and preside over the function a8 her 
‘deceased husband used to do. 


Being aggrieved, Hitondra Kumari took tho 


help of Baba who accepted her as one of hie 
disciples and informed the tribal people who 
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Visited him not to atwond the Dashara festival 


DDashara festival at Chapka and geve prominence 
to Hitendre Kumari in the festival. He further 


days, the Raja 
‘eal shape and the following seven days would 
‘be turned into seven nights during which the 
owls would bo transformed into snakes and igs 
Into ghosts which would eat up all the non- 
Kothiwales. He added thet he wae going ca = 
pillgrimage and urged the public that they 
Should all west secred beads before he goes on 


a 


pilgrimage otherwise, 2s he ssid the non- 
Kethiwalas would meet 2 variety of calamities 
‘and unnatural death. 


‘The Government is shy to take any action’ 
‘against the Baba as some of the leading political 
leaders have some vested interest in this. move- 
ment.” They have a political axe to grind. They 
find thet Babs is the beet weapon by which 
‘to weaken the hold of Vedavati on the tribes of 
Bastar and eatch political power which Is now 
fn the hands of Vedevati, The story of Baba 
Behari Das is nothing but a political game of the 
regional and netional poltial loaders. 
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‘SUNDARGARH (ORISSA) 
INTRODUCTION Rourkela provides varity of ideal. situations 
for studying the problems. arising from tho 


Four vilagas_in Sundargarh di 

‘studied, They ara. Jadakudar, Chutiato 
atotols and. Jalda, al) included’ in Panposh 
subdivision of the district and tio within a 
Tadious of six milos fom  Rourkola Stool 
Plant. A now ora in tho Indian Styol Industry 
Was heralded whon tho construction work on 
‘one of India’s thiva first public soctor Stool 
Plants at Rourkola, situated in Panposh 
subdivision of Sundargarh district, Orisa, 
started in October 1938, Tho transformation 
‘of Rourkola from a clustor of hamlots. inhabited 
by the Adivasis to a modorn industrial township 
Isa eymbol of tho industrial tensformation of 
Independont India, Rourkala hos. tho priviloge 
‘of having one of Asia's most modarn stoat plants 
‘whos annual production is. boing Increased 
from 1 million to 1’8 milion tonnos_stoo! 
‘ingot with technical co-operation and credit trom 
tho Fodoral Ropublic of Gormany. Girdiod by 
‘vordant tills and  encltclod by three rivore. tho 
‘iodatn ateol township has come up at Rourkela 
‘whore not ‘ong ago was an inhospiteblo. thick 
forest tooming with wid life sand inhabited by 
‘ varioty of primitive tribes such as the Munda, 


tho Oraon, the Bhulnya, the Bhumij and. tho 
Khavia, Speoad” over an roa of 48 squaro 
tho township Is divided into 
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‘two-way ring toad. The alant stoel works on, 
‘one side of tho hill range and the comfortable 
residential accommodation in pioturosque setting, 
pphalt roads, adequate educational, modical 
‘and rocroational faciltios which are amply 
povided in the township on tho other sido 
ff the hill range, ia an unique symbol of 
Indo-Gorman frigndshlp, and stand as mastor 
place of industrial modernization in tho midst 
‘of the area inhabited. by tho teibal_ communities 
‘who represent old stone age civilisation, Our 
objective of studying the villagos around Rourkola 
Steel Plant was to got an idea of interaction 
bpatweon those two lovals of  socio-ecanomic 
dovelopmont and the social consoquences 
resulting therefrom. 


‘establishmant of the stool plant in a tribal area, 
Many tbat villages have bean dislocated and 
‘many displaced tribel families have been reha- 
biltarad in colonies, It js intresting to study 
the processes and probloms of adjusiment of 
‘the affected tribal families to the new  surro- 


tinding and the now ways of life, Wo selected 
Jalda,, one of the important rahabllitation 
‘contres to study this problem, 

Most of tho tribal communities are. converted 


to Christianity, The tribal arvos of Sundargarh 
district and th neighbouring Ranchi district 
‘ro undor the Influence of Christianity of ‘various 
donominations for over a contury and a half now. 
For axample, catholic. missions. and protoatant 
‘missions are vory strong in Rourkela. ema, Tho 
Irmerost asin tho study the nature and 
recoptivity of the converted tribals of ‘both 
onominations to the Industrial discipline, 
IIs goneraly thought that Catholicism iavory 
‘much taditionaistic In outlook and theratore 
the tibale who aro catholics aro likely to. show 
litle commmitmant to tha industrial discipinoa 
‘and participation in tho Industrial complex. tor 
their economic development. 


‘of madornism and 
the tribals who are influenced by the Protestant 
‘ethics aro. likaly to show great interest in 
industtial development and getting thomsalves 
fabeorbed In tho Industial setting for thelr 
‘economic development, 


The vlogs Jadakudar was salocted for having 
both eatholle and protestant “tribes, to find out 
the nature of the orientation towards the stoal 
plant and tho extent of thoir participstion 
fn tho industrial complox for their economic 
dovelopmont: 

{In the wake of tho ostablishment of the ste! 
plant, there was. huge increase of population 
Jn Rourkole, Tho steel township consists of 
18000 quarters providing accommodation to 
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‘bout one lakh people who are mostly outsiders. 
Besides, thore ere thousands of contractors, 
‘shopkeepers, end businessmen, with their 
workers in end eiound Rourkela. The steel 
plant hes provided incentive 0 the interestec 
armets in the neighbourhood to gow crops 
‘and ceresle end vegstebles to meet the demands 
‘of the township and the workers of the industry 
for these things. The wbst communes of 
‘cena villages have taken to extensive vegeta- 
bles growing to sell them in the local markets. 
‘The demand which has been created in the 
locality for vegetebles ‘ts not only induced 
‘the tribals to grow them but also encouraged 
‘them to adopt improved egriculturel practices 
such as epplcstion of fertilizer, pesticide end 
better water monsgement for increasing the 
Yield of vegetables end other crope. 


Chutiatola en Lektotola the two hamlets 
Kusramunde, « villege nese Rowkela town ip 
resent @ spectacular tenstorr=stion of its ary 
and barren laeds to an extensive belt of green 
paddy and vegetable fields in the weke of 
Industialistion. This village wos one time 
under the conti! of 9 lendloré to whom 
most of the land in the village belonged and 
under whom the residents of the two tolas 
wore working a8 tenants. AS the tibals have 
boon In culveting possession of the lends 
since time beyond memory they beceme retl 
‘owners of thelr 

adverse pei the 
Zaminderi system. Tho Zaminder slso did not 
tand in the. way of ‘their enjoying the posse 
‘sory right over the land, and Both the patties 
lived in an stmosphere of friendship. But seeing 
id development of these lends and the 
Income that the tribals got from such 
the son of the Zemindar tied to get 
back these lends from the tribal by various 
iMegel. meens.. This hes resulted in serious 
Conflict between the young Zamindsr and the 
ibals. Wo selected these two hamlets to. study 
ot only the processes of modernisation in 
‘agriculture but also the impediments. which 
the vested Interests and the privileged elements 
of the locality crested for the primitive commu- 
ati 


PHYSICAL FEATURE 
‘Sundargarh, @ ditlet in the Northern extremity 
‘of Orissa lies between 21°92'E and 85°22"E 
longitudes. itis bounded by Ranchi in the 
[Notth, Singhbhum in the South, Sambalpur and 
Roigarh in the West, Keonihar in the East 
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Ie the distict flow twomsin rivers... ..the 
bend the Bizhment which inigets  extensiv 
ssvetches of valleys and plain tends. The Boral 
‘sub divisien of the distiet is more mountaneo 
end forested than other faite end itis here 
thet the Bill Bhuinyes, me most primitive tribal 
‘community inhsbit. This subdivision 's marked 
by some of the high meuntain tenges which 
form the important physics! features of the 
topography of the district, One of the hill 
ranges Is Bichaken) (2964 ft) which hes iton- 
‘ofe deposits in millors of tones, This dupcsit 
feeds the Rowkelo steel plant which is situated 
Jn the hesst of the sribel belt of the dist 


‘The forests cover 2.083 Sq, miles ef the distct 
‘and contain mainly sal, son and kurum trees 
Thore is a svetch of coel bearing rock along 
the valley of the river Ib. Mangencse, times 
stone, Iron, keoli, and. flte-clay mines dotted 
hheto end there in the dietiict_glve a stiong 
Jndystrietbies to the economic. sctivity of the 
people 


“The soil of Sundarge'') subdivision Is very 
fertile being situeted in the Ib valley towards 
the South, and here the skillful end Industious 
“Agatios’ make the most of thelr land. Inthe 
frorthern portion which is inhabited by tribel 
people, the coll i les ferte, The cultiveters 
are algo at a disedvantoge, Owing to the raveges 
‘of wild animels and to theit own ignorance of 
limproved agricultural practices. 


‘The district purticulaly the Sundovgarh sub: 
vision Is dorted with tanks which are used 
cigation. Placiculture le 
ined bY the people puiti- 
‘culerly the non-tribels of the distct. 


‘The climste of the aistic 


teri 


Dy hot summer ang well distributed intel of 
‘the South-West montoon season. Tho mean 
oily moximum temperature tecorded st 41°C 
in summer and the 


mean dally 
setson. The 
distict le 


y-unitorm 


indi Sundar 
‘sth district ce those belonging to the Gangapur 
seties which are prevalent in the former Ganga- 
Bur state. The maior rack t¥pes of Gangapur 
series are phrltes, mica-schists, carbon 
Phylites calcitic and delomitic marbles which 


‘ate followed by the rock formations belonging 
to the lon-ofo sories, viz. mica-schists, phiflites 
‘and quarztic rocks with occasional beds of 
carbon phyllites. Rocks belonging to the 
ron-ore Series are wall developed in Bonal 
‘rca, especially in the eastern parts and also 
partly in the central and western parts 


"anposh 
snposh [s the smallest of the thres sub- 
ns in the district, which js situated 
towaras the North-East direction bounded by 
Ranchi and Singnonum districts of Bihar state, 
The total goographical area of the subdivision 
Jn 7105 $4. milos. Thoro re 368 inhabited 
villages end 2 industial towns namaly. Rourkala 
‘and Biramitrapur. Tne tatal_population of 
the_subdivision according to 1981) census is 
2.67,837 of which 1.01,380 are Schedulod Tribes 
‘and 20293 a0 Schoduled Castes. Tho main 
tribes Inhebiting this subdivision wre. the Munda, 
‘the Oraon, the Kistn, tho Bhumlja the Khasia and 
‘the Bhuinys. The density of poputstion of the 
subdivision is 377. which 's mote thon ths 
Gistct figure of 200 par Sa. m. 


‘Tne valley of the Brahmani is the centre of 
‘this subdivision and the river flows from South 
to North. There ere twa tibutares namely the 
Koel and the Sankh. The Kool runs from the 
East and the Sankh from the North. Both these 
tivers join the Brzhmani nese Panposh. Thete 
aa a number of hill ranges, ranging from 
1,800 ft, to 2,000 ft in hight. 


Agriculture Is tha main stay of the wibss. of 


this subdivision The soll in gansral_ is 
lunfotile except the river valloys which are 
fertile, The level of tha lands is higher than 


that of the rivers and it creates difficuties 
Jn using the river water for the purpose of 
ligation, The people grow mainly paddy in 
‘both upland and low land. Tey alto grow dry 
rope like horsegram. blackgram and lf 
types of italian mills. Vegetables ore buing 
Grown oar the rivers ond hill atvoams in the 
rabi season ‘by moans of ifing the water. 
Formerly they wore growing the crops for home 
consumption. But thay have taken to growing 
vegetables and pulses to moot the demands 
for these things in the industlal betta 


‘The Subdivision is highly rich in mineral 
tesources. The majority of the ridges and hill. 
between Biramitrapur. Penposh and Jarcikela 
‘are formed of carbon phylites. Banks of lime 


‘stone and dolomite generally occur in the plain 
‘counter. The county lying to the North of 
‘Biramitrapur and Hathibari around Jareikela and 
South of the railway lino betwoen Jareikola and 
Bamra is rich in deposits of mica schists and 
sites belonging to iran-ore series, 


In tho post two decados, tho Panposh sub- 
division has taken a new shape in the wake of 
induavialisation. Tho industrial complex includ 
the Bisra jimastone qui situated st Biramivar 


fpur. The Tata Iron and Steel Company 
Dolomite quarry is situated near Panposh 
‘and Iron ore mine of the Hindustan Stoo! 
Jented at Pulunopani. Tho most. important 
industry is tho Hindustan Stoel Limited (HSL) 
‘at Rourkela _whien camp into _opuration in 
the year 1959, Tho Orissa Fetiises at 


Rourkela run by H.S.L. is 8 pride of tho 
‘State. Many ancillary industrios have alto 
started functioning in and around Rourkela. At 
Larnikota, the Utkal Machinary is producing 
Furnace bricks, Ths tibes have been displaced 
to make room for the establighment of thote 
industies. Some tibals have found cmploy- 
‘mont. in industrial installations and otters have 
{ound it difficult to adjust thomscives to the nov 
surounding. The impact of Indusralistion 
fon the ibal communities is the major theme 
fof the study. and we shall. present in. proper 
place below our findings on this topic. 


Political History 
1. Gangput—The Sundargarh district comprises 
two erstwhile feudstory States—Gangour and 


Bonsi. In the ancient timss, Gangpur “Was a 
Bat of the textitory of South Kosala. In about 
359 A.D. Samudragupta the famous Gupta 


monarch defeated King Mahendra of South 
Kosala, But its not defintely known wheter 


‘the kingdom of South Kossia wat then incor- 
‘porated in the Gusta empire or not. Early in the 
th Contury A.0., a mew dynasty called. tho 


‘ang established thoit_capltal 
which is Montiied with Saralg 
Sundargseh distict. One of the grost rulors 
was Maharaja Prasanna Matra who wa tho 
fest indepandent ruler of the dynasty and. hie 
‘name ie found at the beginning of the gencalogy 
‘of the royal family. 


2. Bonei—When Somavans! Kings were ruling 
Gangpur, the Bhaumas ruled ova: the coastal 
regions of Orissa. Betwoan thasa two kingdoms. 


@ number of petty principalities flourished 
‘owning allegiance mostly to the Bhaumes, One 
‘uch principality wos thet of tho Mayura fem 
‘who fuled over the present Bons region. The 
earliest known tuler of this family was Ud) 

Barahe who hailed from Chitzekoto In. Rajasthan 
‘and. founded the rule of his femily In Bonal 
region under the suzcreinty of the Bhoumce, 
gaya Bataia was a devout Buddhist end the 
‘emblem of hia aecl wes tho pecceck, Subse 
quently tho Mayura rulers of Bonai region were 
Supplanted bY tho Bhanjas of Khijinga Kote 
(Khiching!) which in tuin was replaced. by tho 


Kademba dynasty which ruled Bonel til ts 
merger in 1948, 
‘Tho last king of tho line wes Prebhareja who 


wee dofoated and killed by the Raja Tig Tivare 
Dove of Panduvensi who occupied Sérebhapu a 
‘and built an extensive. empire. which compe 
Drewont Sundargath distict. His son Maha» 


bbhavagupta Janamejeya wes en ombitious King 
‘and from his time onwards the family wae 
populaily known #8 tho Somavensi. During. his 


fulo tho kingdom extended from the present 
‘district of Sundargarh In tho north to Kulshendi 
Inthe south and Boudh region in the exst, The 
Somavansi power of Kosalo came to en end. In 
4022 A. D. efter which the Kalachurls seem to 
have occupied the Gengapur aca. Tho Kosala 
rogion was occupied by the Ganges during tte 
time of Anengebhima Deva I! (1211—1238 A.D) 
‘and with that the present Sundargorh 
distlet came under the Ganga rule, During 
the Ganga tule, there was. anarchy and chcos 
Ig the kingdom on account of quarreling between 
the Zamindais for power and Influence. It wos 
by thet time one Gangadhar Sekhar Deb, the 
younger brother of tho Raja of Monbhum; was 
pteing through Gengapur on hia way to Su:quja, 
‘The Manjhi of Suigipall, one ofthe feudcl chicte, 
‘met Gongcdhar and both of them Joined hende 
to subjugate the feudal. chiefs. Gengadher 
boing succesetul in removing the cheotic etate of 
affairs in the Kingdom was acknowledged by all 
to bo the king of Gengepur. Ho founded a new 
feapitsl town ‘on. the bank of the iver Ib which 
‘was finally named a¢ Gangepurgaih, 


Eaily inthe 19th century during the vule ct 
Raja Indra. Sekhar Deb, Pratap Majhi of Saigipall 
iganised 9 rebellion té out him from pewer 
‘and Indra Sekhar had to remove his hecdquateis 
from Gangapurgarh to Raysbogageth a8 the 
Garatia of Rayabogagah promised him to help 
agtinst the Majhi of Sargipalll Pai 


‘Sekhar rcoeived Sened flom the Bitish Goveine 
ment in 1827, ‘ccognising him. a8 the ruling 
chief of Gangapurgarh, The chiefs of this tine 
wore vely much inclined towards modern 
culture and invoduced various reforms In 
‘aémnlstation. This Stato was merged with 
(Orisa cn the Ast Janwary 1940, 


‘STUDY VILLAGES 


Inthe Panposh subdivision we studied three 
ttbat villages, They cre Jadekuder, Chutlatol end 
Lekhotole.. In addition wo clgo studled Jelde, 
‘ibs! colony of mixed compcsitien in. which 
the uibal families whe were displaced in-the 
Weke of Rourke stoel plent were rehabilitated. 
Wo give below our findings of tribal situation in 
thedo villages. 


Souikudar 
‘This village is situated ata distance of over 25 
miles from Uditnager, the headquarters of the 
fubaivision, The total gecgraphical area of tho 
‘There wo1e 109 house 
holds [71 Munde, 21 Oraon, 1 Bedaik (Weaver) 
‘and 1 Lohara (Black-smith) ] cnd tho total pops 
latio cf the village was 720 (368 males and 262 
female), The scheduled. tribo pepulation wes 
670 (845 males and 326 females) and the sche- 
duled ceste gopulition was 60 (23 males ord 
27 femelo:). 


‘The Village hos mainly 9 clusteis cf sotioments 
stuoted et different places, In. some ceses tho 
‘members of & paiticular clan live in closo prox! 
‘nity in Sem clusters. Tho houses aro faily bia 
‘nd are surrounded by © wooden fence within 
Which aro a few trees auch a8 Salone, Guava, 
Popaya, ete 


‘The vilege is inhabited by two. tibel commu 
e6, that i. the Munda. and the Orson who 
There aro a tow 

‘who are scheduled 
which is 
who 


2 ominent inthe villge. 
{ames of Bedatk end Lohar 

caste, First to come to this villa 
100 year old were thes Munda fami 
Immigrated trom Renchi_distict of Bikar 
‘They ieclaimed the forest end made this placa 
habitable end cultveble. Then followed a few 
n families who in the like manner cleared 
the forest and cut down the trees end made 
mote tend cultivable and settled down ina 
‘separate cluster, The Bedaik and the Lohara 
‘whose eeiviccs were irdispencable to the Munda 
{nd the Orgon joined the tubes of the village and 


setteddown in 9,clustor of thelr own. Thus the 
village grow in size, and the cultivated land was 
‘exoandad with the increas? of population. 


Trough the villags is close to tho river 
Banani which touches is bound ry in the east 
itsinhabreants fail to uaa is watar for irlgation 
fs the lands a in tho higno® level and the faci- 
Has of tit ivigaton. ace lacking.” Tnore ato 
65298 acres of cultvabo land in tn village, of 
Which tha Minds hold 49495 acras (7498 %), 
the O'aon 141°78 acros (21°38) and tho Badakk 
28°23 acres (439%), Tho Lohara aml i landless 
‘The land In this vilagp is of various typ2 —ath9 
Mil of up land. th» Bains of madium land, and 
Bahalo: law fand. Ths Tand waleh 1s very dy 
and tosky is cad God, Thaso land typos are 
suitable or diforent crams. Far example, the 
{ropa wih azo grown In Gada ace: Hore gram 
Red-gram, Blagk-pram, Ragi and Gandull (Sam l- 
Katto). Inthe Mal land, upland paddy and 
vogotabis ao gown, Tho Ban and Baal lands 
419 mst aultadle for pad’ cultivation, Cortain 
Ditchas of fete Ind caling Kidara avo situated 
In th» bank of th» ror and ite wibutary Walch 
thoy tllza axstusiviy for gowing vegies 
‘Tho principal crops goown'in the vig? aro 
Daddy (69262 aces), horaygiam (6070 acres) 
{nd vogotabion (17°74 aors).. Th» paoale hive 
taken ta vgitibla_giowing _extontivaly 
in Rudira fand to moat thy d@mand fo 
thom in tho indumviol township. of Rourke 
Formoly, thoy und to giow chil to suppl 
to thy ta off mykste at Ranchi and 
Biamtapur, Bat singe thy industy wos 
dovsto>sd at Rosita wajoh created a hug) 
damit for thom tho tibae hive eat off thoi 
iad» links with the far off maker places and 
blishod naw links with. tho local market 
contres. 


Thare is vor litle impact of 
complex on tho occupational pattern of ‘the 
village which romains basicaly ogricutu 
oriented. Barting a negligible numbs:_ of 
‘16 po'99%8 who are employed in tho industil 
labour at Rou'kola, al othars aro ongaged. in 
‘agriculture which 8 supplemented by wage 
earsing and paviodis agricultural labour. The 
‘wage rate varie from Rs, 15019 Rs. 250 
Goponding upan tho nature of wark. Oa 
whole it is Vary law and tha Iacam) trom this 
source 8 not substantial, 

Tna villagars hava an interesting system of 
co-apstative abou. The Munda who are 
Lutnrans and the Oraon wha aro catholic have 


tho Industiial 


‘each of their own systems of co-operative tabout 
‘The system is called Panch. A group of people 
‘of the village becomes members of a Panch and 
helps each other on the basls of mutuality of 
‘obligation, There are four Panchas one in each 
Ward of the village. 


The paople of the village are. in gener 
smal land holders. 760 per cent. families hold 
land batwoen, "01 sere and 10 acret and 110 
per cont families are. landless labourers. For 
‘want of irrigation facilities the dry lands do not 
Yiold substantially, Averago gross yield of paddy 
par acto of and is 308529 Kgs. ond int 
Nillage average size of lond holding per family is 
8:03 acros (0'92 acres por capita land holding) 
Thus it shows that the income. of | the smell 
Ind hold rs who are numerically predéminant 
in tho villago from the poor type of lends it 
‘ot suffciont to mest the annual requirement 
Of food. The incom? from other sources Is 
‘equally meagre. Taking all sources—primary ond 
{2o0ndary-—togothat the por capita annual income 
of poople of this village comes to only 
Rs, 26016, ‘That is why tho village myets a 
dsfloit of foad for 100 dave in a year, 


Tho study of the composition of food. shows 
thatthe food supply ia daticiont both quanita- 
tively and ntitionally, The food is most 
doticiont in animal protein, oll and. fat. Milk 
le 109 por cent daticiont, Under such circum: 
‘an0%8 tho people have. poor health and thelr 
physical growth is retarded and the period of 
Yyouth is short tivad. The. tow yield from land 

14 the paopla to botrow food grains ond 
monay to moet their mands. Thorafore, tho 
problem of indebtedness. is somewhat acute, 
‘Twey depend moro upon the saurce of institu 
tonal credit co-operative. societies from which 
they got loan than upon itinerant local money: 
fondars, and therefore. the harasemont of 
indobtodness to which they are subjected is 
Toss sovare than that which theit counterparts 
jn other regions who depend upon the local 
‘monoy lenders undor go and endure 


‘Tho study of the economic life of tho people 


fof this. village shows that neither religious 
factor, that is the prostantism to which tho 
Munda subsoribe not the Industial complex 


‘which is close at hand motivated them to. try on 
Innovations for their economic. development. It 
is aasumad that tna protestant ethics generate 
a apirit of essitaligm, and on this. basis we 
fexpooted that tha Munda of tho village who 
‘re protestants must be economically more 
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progressive and enterprising than the Catholic 
Orcons who are teditionslistic and verso. to 
‘adopt economic innovations. But it ie our 
‘observation thet both the Munde and the Oraon 
are equally sluggish in economic development, 
‘nd their social system Is devoid of ‘tational 
‘organisstion’ 
Chutiatola-Lakhotole 

‘The next study villege Ie Kuarmunda of which 
two of its hamlots wero studied. They ar 
Chutiatola and Lekhotola. Theso two hamlets 
wore once under the ¢x-Zamindarl system and 
the egrleuturt labourers of the Zomindar were 
tho residents of these hemlets: For the purpose 
fof study more attention was. given to these two 
hhemlets #6 spectecular development is noticed 
Jn agriculture in those hamlets, The study. is 
thorefore directed towards finding out the factors 
Which motivated people to impreve thelr egtl> 
cultural precties, 


Chutiatola ond Lakhotola are. situeted oto 
distance of 1 Km. end 2Kme. from  Kuarmunda 
respectivoly. Both are almost on the roed sido— 
‘tho former by the side of Biramitrapur-Rourkela 
Highway and the letter onosfourth mile away. 
fom the samo rocd, All the cultivable lands are 
Jn botwoon theso two hamlets, The Rural Extens 
sion Diary Farm le situated vory clog to. tho 
homlots. 


ChutiatolaIs.a heterogenous village inhabited 
by 261 people of throe Munda (24 people), 11 
‘Orcon (78 poople) end 27 Kiaan (149 people) 
families; who live (mixed together in a singlo 
clustor in the hamlet 


Lakhotola is also a heterogenous villoge 
Inhabjted by 16 Kisen (97 people) five Bhuinya 
(40 poopla) and three Tanti (16 people) families. 
The first two are tho scheduled vibe and the 
last one scheduled caste. Those threo commu 
ritlog live in their respective. clusters which are 
separated from ono another. The houses are tile 
Footed end have each a compound wall. Ti 
Bhulnya of the hamlet aro culturally ond 
economicelly more progressive and edvanced 
‘than the Kisan, Ino largo. mossuro they 

like essto Hindus In. thelr way of life. The 
Bhuinyas migrated to tho village £0 yoore back 
from Pedanpur, neighbouring villoge, which 


was. affected by the land slide. They 
rolsted to the Zamindar of the village, The 
isan and othors of the village look’ upon, 


‘the Bhuinyes with suspicion because of their 


who exploited them in the past. That is wht 
‘the Bhuinya end the Kisén have contended end 
clashed with one another several times. 


Inthe year 1964-65, the Govelnment of 
Orissa acquited 9200 aerea of lend ftom 
Chutistola and 825 ecres frem Likhotola for 
‘establishing tho ure Extension Diciy Feim. 
All the diy land with the trees of Chutictola and a 
large porticn of such lends with tie0s also of 
Lakhotola ceme under the tend acquisition 
‘measures which cut down their inccm thom 
such sources. Tho dispute with the foimor 
Zeminder leading to attachment of ebout 60 
cree of land has fuithor reduced the cultivated 
{area ard the Income thersfiom. 


‘As pointed out rll, the residents of theeo 
two hamlets were agricultural l-bcureis of the 
‘eratwhile Zamindar who gave them some land 
10 cultivate In recogniticn of theif seivice to 
him. The designation of these hemlets ee 
Bepedi villego (Irbourer village) is derived fom 
‘this source. From tho time of the zamindar the 
‘tribals of the hemlete ae in cultivating osee= 
fasion of the lend, and they got them recorded 
In thoir names end. received. patta ot the time 
fof land survey and settlement, Mecnwhile, the 
Government of Oricsa worked out the Kol itt 
Ierigation scheme with an ayacut crea of 1,400 
‘actos In which all the lends of Chutletola end 
Lakhotola Included. As tho water wos svale- 
blo the people put more lend under cultivation 
‘and double cropping. They grew many new 
crep# uch e8 wheat and potato snd a vatiety 
Cf Vegetables such as tomato ond cabboge Which 
‘they hed not grown before. Extensive cultivation 
fof ground nut ond mustard wes algo due to the 
‘vallebility of lerigation feclltiee, Seeing tho 
rapid. development of the lends the son of tho 
‘deceased Zomindar to whom the lends otiginelly 
belonged encroeched upon certain petches of 
land which were under the possession of some 
tribsls ard giew ciops end sppropriated them 
paving no heed to the comrlaints of the ectual 
owners of euch lends. Once the young 
Zamindar wos euccesstul in grebbing some lend 
{rom the innocent tribels, he tried to grab move 
lend from others. But he failed in his attempts 
as tho lezders cf the hemlete. obstiucted him 
{fom doing so end_ mobilized the mess to fight 
‘gainst the young Zemindar, This retulted in 
setie8 of serious encounters between the tribals 
fon one. side and. the young Zamindar on the 
‘other. Being wealthy and Influential the young 


Zamindar instituted civil and criminal cases waicn 
resulted in econam'c. intimidation of the tribals 
fand attachmant of the lands under dispute. 


Lwg2 land owns's 2° significant by thelr 
‘absence in Chutistola and Lakhotota, Except 
782 per cent in the c389 of tae forms: and 
2¥'74 por cont in the Iattar who are landless 
labourers almast all oth2:s have land. bas than 
410 acres, tia miorty boing on ths low sida of 
thie rang. T0> p2r capita land holding in 
both tha ham'sts varies from 0-40 acres to 080 
‘cies wihich aro the lowsst of the co-re8panding 
figs‘ in any of the other study vilag.s, Bat 
tha varity of ciops g own by tha tibas of these 
ham'sts is g/eater than any other stidy villages, 
‘and in yield pot acto of land ths farmors of 
‘thaes hamlets laad_othors in tha mighbouring 
villags Baring Srtaranjoe and Jalda wich are 
colonies of tha diiplaced tibsls and non-ag i- 
fultual villagos the tibas of thas» hamists load 
‘thor study villagas In Per capita anna inom 
Which Is R&. 32781 in the caso of Chutictola 
‘and Re, 41133 In the cass of Lakhotola, (See 
table 9). Botwoon those tw hemlets Lakh ola 
|e potter economically than Chutiatola 98 the 
formar presents 9 surplus of food supply for 141 
‘dove whorwas the latter is short of f00d only 
by 10 days, ke. compared with the study villages 
‘which show shortage of food. Crutiatols hi 
food gap of shorter duration (See table 10). 
Bseidvs the imigation — faclity which hae 
inareated tho productivity of tne land and income 
of the people tho dolomite query of TISCO 
‘near thoso hamlots has al8o provided emplaymont 
‘pportunitie a8 wage earners ond tho. earning 
from tha quarry has substantially supple 
rmonted the incom? from agiculture. Though 
there la n9 food anxiety tha throat by the vested 
interest and the past foudsl ordor to thal right 
‘on thelr land is of greatest concem which 
Ssmoulders now but may flare up into a big 
flame of uprising if thelr intorests are not legally 
‘safoguaded, end proper justice not awarded to 
thom in right time. 


JALDA SETTLEMENT OF THE 
DISPLACED TRIBALS 


JJalda is on» of the thes ssttloments in which 
tha wibals who wore displaced from 33 villages 
in-tnd eround Rourkela in the wake of the 
Hindustan Steals Limted wore rehabilitated. Tre 
‘otha: two colonies inhabtad by the displaced 
‘vibal families are Jhoarpani and Manda. The 


Govemmant  psid compensation ranging from 
Rs. 200 to Rs, 900 por acre of land and 
‘provided homastoad land of the size of 40' x60" 
10 each displaced family in the colony and some 
Jand for carrying on cultivation. 


Jaida is heterogenous in ethnic composition 
thas 939 poople divided into 12 difterent 
ethnic groups of which the Bhumija are in 
majority. Thay wore not satisfied with whatover 
Nolp wo givin to them by the Government 
Tay waie not als happy in. the settlement 
because of many difficulties which they were 
facing and tho harrassment to which they 
wae subjected. Many 2 timo they havo 
expressed their dissstislaction against the 
‘administrative. authorities of the Rourkela 
‘Sve0l Pleat and also of the Government’ of 
Orissa through agitations and mass mostings. 


Tney hive ssa. resorted to dharns ond hunger 
Suika in order to pat forward their grievances 


has taken a violont turn 
tribela, assault, murder and 
‘encounter have bicome the regular f 
‘tho day-to-day life in the Rourkela township. 


Mass rally of the 
‘wibal-non-tiba! 
(res of 


In the discussions which follow wo ha 
Vistéd. som> of their grievances, tho natu 
‘agitations and the order of dovelopment 

2 politica sition now existing In Rourke 
‘and its neighbouring areas, 


Tne fist and foremost problem which the 
‘vibals had. to face a a result of tho estabii 

‘mont of tha steel plant in their hom land. wos 
their dieplacement. from theit native place 
‘The tibals wore carrying on agriculture in thelr 
ative villages. Tne land which they wore 
tilling for generations was not only. an economic 
coneaen to tye but algo. it was as deat as life 
‘to them, Their land was slso the home of 
their dead encestors. Therefore, whan they had 
to part with their land for the purpose of 
‘oxtalishing the steel plant it wae a torrible 
shock to them, Tho displaced tibal fomiies 
‘were given compansition forthe fend and the 
homie they lost. and leo some land in far off 
places for carrying on cultivation. But the 
(ibals utilised ‘most of the money in “the 
construction of their houset and thore was 
‘othing left to invest in the Isnd for the Purpose 
fof agiculture. Mreover, the lands given 
{thom by the Governmant were at a distance 
‘of 25 to 30 miles from the colony ond therefore 
ewes not possible on the part of the tibele 
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to put those lands to any use. Thus most of 
the displaced families became landless and 
‘unemployed. 

The wes na aitvinetive —omployment 


‘oppoitunitiss readily vailable vo wvem to fal 
bback upon. But with much lfficuly somo 
families wore absorbed 08 hired lebourers undor 
he eontracto’s who wore woiking in the oreo 
‘But the wage they got was quite imidecato 
‘and the payment was very much Irregular 
‘As a yosult, they aro not in» position to 
componsate what they lost In the process of 
thelr diaplacemont 


‘The vibals did not have cssy access to 
Industrial labour because they wore ilitarats and 
‘unaklled, Thay could not even got unskilled 
about in the industial complex  becausa they 
could nat compete with the outsldare who wore 
iterate and skilled ond got employmont in the 
Industyy without much dficulty. The problem 
‘of unemployment was $0 acute among. the 
displaced ibs! people that they stated 
agitaione and roae in jevolt against tho 
Administation of tre Rourkile Steel Plant, 
‘At this junotwe Shi T. N. Singh, tho thon 
Union Minister for Stil, ad visited Rou'kela, 
He came to knoW the pllgnt of thee> displaced 
amiss, He suggested to the administative 
authortios of thp steel plont thet a leset one 
member from each family should be alvin 
42 fob in the steel plant. According to 
ddacision the authorities provided ¢mployment 
to som> peop!> but. the problem of -unemploy~ 
‘ment fomsined basically unsolved. Wo have 
furnished two cases showing what difficulties 
tho tribals are facing in Rourkela es a result of 
thelr diaplacement and unemployment, 


Cove No. 1—Ganesh Littva and Fate Luthea 
are two brother living topethor In joint family, 
They wore the residents of Garldih village. 
They hed nino sores of cultivated land ond 


two houses in thelr original villego. The Patta 
relating to the land yas in the namo of Ganesh 
Luthra who was the elder brother, The Govern- 


mont scquired thio in the yoar 1982 
nd as a 

The Government 
fof Rs, 2,000 towards tho land ond alao 
es, 1,800 each towards thelr houees. Besld 
the Government gave thom four acres 
land for cultivation and two house sites 
‘of 40°x 80" each at Jalda colony. According 
to the decision of the Union Minister, the 


autnoritics of the stuol plant provided umploy= 
‘mnt to Ganesh Luthra and gave him 2 salary 
Of Rs. 400 per month. But they id not cons 

remained 


der the case of Pate Lutnra who 
Unemployed. 


distance of 25 miles trom idald 
‘brothas ould not mak use of this lind. because 
it wow a0 far sway fiom Jalda whore they wei 
{ving Marcever the land needed reclamation, 
{for which they needed somo money which they 
looked. Ata teeult tho land given to thom 
Temained fallow, ond the brothere could not 
bring It undor cultivation 


‘As one of tho biothors got employment in 
‘the industy he could manage his family. without 
any difficulty. But the other brother who. was 
without employment was in groat difficulty. The 
two brathers who, lived together were got 
themselves seperated’ and between tholr families 
4 fooling of il-will and hatied was, aecontustd 
because of the economic disparity 


Casa.No, 2—Chann Samasi, Budhub Sams 
Suklal Samosi av brothers ond they lived 
together in 2 joint family in Ga'idin vlogs. They 
had four acces of land including their dwelling 
houses. It was in the Year 1984, the Govsinment 
acquired their land and. house and. pa 

‘compenastion of Re. 6,009 towards thelr land nd, 
Fe, 4,800 towards thelr house. The Govsinment 
0 provided threo plots of homestesd land at 
Joléa colony for constucting the}t hous8s end 7 
‘2cl68 of lend at Jhoerpani for the puipese of 
cukivation. As. in tho first case the tives 
brothers could not make use of the land becsuso 
it was far away from thelr s>ttlement and the 
and needed reclamation for which they lacked 
necessary funds. Though they. approached. the 
‘admin'stative authorities of the steel plant for 
‘providing thom with #amo employment in. the 
Industy but they tured 9 deat 981 to them, 
Finding no way out they took wage earning 
Undo the contiactois, The winge which thoy 
(got was «> meagre and tho payment was 90 
Irregular thot they wore in great difficulty to 
‘manag thelr family 


‘These two cases show thot tho tibal_ families 
‘wha wore displaced from thei: hos:th and home 
1nd who wore dispossessed from their land 
Which was a8. life to. thom were not 
provided with sultsble employment to. ean 
‘their livelingod. AS. alternative employment 
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‘opportunities wore not avallebl in the area. thoy 
00k to wage earning which also did not meet 
their requirements, The administrative authorities 
fof the Government of Orlesa and the Stoel 
Pant did not pay any heed to their arievonces 
‘Asa result, the Uibsls became frustrated and 
have expressed thoit dissatisfaction against. the 
‘authorities by organising demonstrations and 
dhaines™ and militant agitations and protests 


‘The tribel people were besically agriculturists, 
‘The were nt familiar with Industral labour or 
employment in any industrial comple. The 
outing of work follawed In, the agricultural 
‘operation was not vory much rigid, But the 
‘work in the industry required some discipline 
‘auch a8 coming to the work in timo. and 
following the rulos and regulations of Industrial 
labour,” In ot-er Words tho tibal workers have 
‘not developed the sonse of time considerod 
necessity Inthe industrial society, Thoy still 
prefer to work on tial time ,which Is much 
‘more flexible than the “urban or Indusval time,” 
‘The tribal people. who wore employad In the 
Indusby did not show any commitment to 
Indussial- discipline. We have soen in many 
‘ceses that a8 8000 a8 the tribols reccived their 
Selary on the first of every month they remained 
‘abnent {0° thee. oF four deys even for a week in 
Some cases from the work without ony prior 
permission from the authorities and spent tholt 
tims in drinking and dancing. When the money. 
‘was exhausted they returned to the industry 
‘and sought. for working In. thelr jobs, Tho 
authorities eccording to the service code 
marked them abst 
‘missed them from. servic, 
ot understand why they woro dismiseed or 
Why thoy ot theit ealory ot the reduced 
fate, Moreover, the authorities did not have 
‘any organiaation by which to educate 
tribals. cegatding the industrial discipline and 
how their commitment to thoes disciplin 
would be developed. We have found that 
many tribals have lost their job in tho 


industry a8 a. reeult of thelr negligence in 
their duties and lireguler attendance in 
the work. 


Ator the establishment of the Hindustan 
Steel Limitéd and’ other ancillary Industries 
jn Rourkele aoa many non-tibals have 
migrated to this. placo In order to se0k thoir 


fortune. The most Important among them are 
‘the Puniabl, the Muslim end the Bihari 
Taking Undue advantage of the ignorance and 
iltertey of the tribal communities these people 
pretend themselves to Be thelr wsllewishers 
2nd have staited the business cf nioney 
lending among them. ‘The tribals cre always 
in need of money, Therefore they have fallen 
fan easy prey to these un scrupulous money 
lenders, These monty-lenders sdvence loans 
10 those whe are In scrviegs in the Industy 
for who ae likely to get employment in. the 
Industry. The amount they lend varies. from 
Fs. 20 to. Fe. 90. and ths intrest they charge 
Vaiies from 15 to 20 palse per rupee per 
month. They collect thelr dues from the 
Borrowers at the time of disbursement of their 
salaries, AS tho Interest chargad by the money 
Tondors Is very high the tribals. find it di 
elt £9. repay te foan in time, Sometimes 
they hide from the moneyslendeis. and Keep 
thomeolves off from thelr houses. 11 the monoy= 
lender does not find any borrower at she 
timo of the dibureomont of the salniy he tied 
40 oateh him on his way back home ond 
‘notches away from him whatever money he 
hes with him. In ene, tho amount he Takee 
fiwoy by force Is leas thon what is duo to 
him ho rads his house and forcibly tokee 
vey some of hia valuablo articlse such 
radio, eyele or watch and adjusts it sgainst the: 
‘mount Which he lent to him. - Tho harrassment 
‘and the high-handednoss of the monoy-lender to 
‘which the tribals are eubject are 80 paint 
that many tribal borrowers. have left the Job! 
Jn the Indust and have run away from 
the colony. 


‘The money-landers are also owners of liquor 
‘shops which they have opened in Rourkela 
‘As the tvibals o10 dicted to drinking. they 
hive fallen a eaey prey to thase shop 
Keepers. The tibals get tho required quantity 
‘of liquor trom these shops on credit and are 
subjected to perpetual indebtedness to the 
shop-koopers, ‘The money-lenders havo also 
‘started business with cycle, torchlight. ond 
clothes, The tribsle in tho industrial zones 
‘aro very much attracted towards thes® 
fashionable Goods, and spend most of the! 
jncome on these luxurious items. This 1s 
‘another opportunity which the maney-lendere 
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‘avail of for exploiting the tribal people. Some 
fof the morehants who came walking to this 
place and started business in s very modest 
‘Way are now owners of cars and motorcycles 
and maintain a vaty high standwd of living 
‘Two cases cited below show to what extent 
the tibele are” expllted by the mon2y-lenders. 
Case 1—Madhusudhan Bhumija of Joids 
colony was working a khalssiin tho Hindustan 
‘Stool Limited. “Ha had takon a loan of 
Ra, 200 in the vost 1954 from 9 money 
Jander named Manend'a Singh. Tne loane> 
had paid Rs. 9,000 towards the intoromt ot 
‘tho fate of Rs, 50 por month. AS he had 
fan attack of loprosy ho was removed from 
the arvies and. from that tima onwards it was 
difficult for him to. pay anything to the money= 
fender, One day the monay-lendar visited his 
house. and took away his cycle by force. The 
Cost of the cycle i'Rs, 380 which ha adjusted 
‘against the principal smount of a, 200, 


Case 2—Singh Bhumis is a native of Jalda. 
Ho. waa employed as knalasi_in HSL. In th 
year 1962, he borrowed Rs. 100 from Rajendra 
Singh, tho foes! money-lender and agreed to Pay 
the Interest at 18. pulse por cupse par month 
Therwattor he wont on paying regularly the 
Ingorost et RB 15 por month th tat January 
1972 when tho monay-lender demanded tho 
principal amount for payment of Rs, 300. 
Sing!) Bhumija said that he had taken only 
Rs. 100 not Ra, 200 for which he had been 
paving. Intorest st Ra. 15 ovary month for the 
{nat 10 yours. The Punjab! money-lender did 
not pay any heed to the argument of Singh 
Bhumija ond insisted paymont of Rs. 200. Ho 
‘lv0 threatened him to put him in trouble 
Wt ho didnot pay him Rs. 300. Singh 
Bhumija had to yield to pay Re. 300 undor 
throat. But he delayed the payment a8 
hho was in financial difficulties. One dey the 
rmoney-londer with the help of his friends 
Intorupted him on his way back home and 
snatched away his cycle. Singh Bhumija 
‘appealed to the money-londer not to take away 
‘the eyelo as. it did not belong to him. In fact, 
Singh Bhumija borowed the cycle from some 
of his friends. But the money-londer did not 
y.any heed to his requast and did nat released 
‘the cycle, It may bo noted that the monoy- 
londor had received advance information from 
‘the office that Singh Bhumija had received 2 
‘tum of Re. 500 towards cysions alist and 
‘the money wes with him. When he was caught 
fon the way yy the maney-lende:, Singh 


an 


Bhumije was at 2 fic and did not know what to 
do. Finally when he found that there wae no 
ternative he paid Rs. 300 to the money-lender 
‘and got the cycle back from him. 


‘Many wicked pesans of non-tibsl origin 
hhave taken advantage of the Innocence of the 
‘ribal poopla. Tals polat has. been illustrated 
by giving 2 case below: 


Mochicai Bhumija 2nd Rohides Bhumija are 
bathers working In the Hindustan Stoo! Limited 
2 pips cleaner and security guard sinco 1962. 
twas in the yeor 1968 that they were 
‘wrongly entangled ina murder case by th 
‘rechorous non-tibala. to fulfil their mate fide 
Jqwention, Consequently both of them were 
opt under suspension and were taken Into 
‘custody by the police, The caso against them 
lingered for about a year and finally both of 
thom wore acquitted ond wore relessed from 
the custody of the police, After reloase when 
‘both of thom wont to report to duty they wore 
deoied admission into the servies, However 
after a protracted represuntation the younger 
‘one somohow could manage to get his post 
wnertat the elder one failed in doing #0, 
Ever since ho has been making sincere 
fattompts fo got himself absorbed in tie original 
post but of no avall, Tho authorities of tho 
Industry havo taken 8 non-tibal substitute In hie 
place snd thrown him out of service for no 
fault of his. 


‘Many such casos have been the causes for 
the agitations which aro launched by the tribale 
‘against the authorities of the industiy and tho 
Government of Orissa. The growing unrest 
‘and tonsion which we notice among the 
ibala of this area are manifestations of haraes- 
iment ond exploitation to which they are subject. 
‘The following instances show how the tribal 
situation, ia Rourkelp hos taken a violent turn, 
‘The course of the development of tribal conflict 
is as follows: 


One Debnarayan Sahoo (referred hereafter 
‘Me. Sahu) whois the tribal loador of this area 
was originally tho tesident of Tumkura village 
‘which was acquired for the purpose of industial 
development. Being uprooted from his_native 
‘place Debnarayan Sahu settled in Jalda Colony. 
Having lost all his 22 acres. of land which was 
situated in his native village, ho started tho betel 
‘shoo in.thy Rouksla Stool township. As he 
prospe id in his business, he convarted this shop 
nto > tea stall and later to a canteen. As he 


‘wos popuier ia the arca he could get many 
Customers and" prosper in his business, Close 
to his. shop was canteen which wes run bY 
the Assatent Security Officer of the, Steel Plant. 
But he had. less customers and his sales were 
rot sttactive because most of the people used 
{to visit the tes. stall-cum-centeen of MY. Sehu- 
‘The Assistent Security Officer was very much 
‘aggrieved at this end managed to stop Mr. Sahu" 
fanteon ea well es of other privete centeens 
Tocoted in the premises. of the Stee! Plant, The 
teoson given by the authority who sbolished 
these canteens was to start 2 cinteen on 
co-operative basis and under this scheme the 
private canteens had no place. 


‘Aggrieved by this, Mr, Sahu was dotormined 
‘0 fight for the tribals who were suffering. et the 
hands. of the. euthorities of the Steet Plant and 
‘the. unscrupulous non-tibols of the area. He 
‘orgonised 9 meeting of all the displaced persons 
‘and invited them to this meeting. The importent 
‘tibal leaders of the locality were also invited to 
discuse the tribal problems. In the mouting they 
aaolved to form's Committee whieh was called 
Flourkola Dieplaced Committee and elected the 
Important tribal leaders to constitute the office 
‘oorais of this Committee. In one of tho 
meetings af this Commitee which wos held on 
the 16th April. 1866, the members edopted the 
following resolutions 

(1) That the Ambad! lands lying. in between 
Jalda ond Lathikats area aro setied in fovour of 
‘the non-tribale by the land Settiement Opera 
tons in spite of objections raised by the 
dieplaced persons: that euch lands bo settled in 
Tvour of the displaced tribals and they may be 
permitted to cultivate these lands on & 
co-operative bas 

(2) ‘Thot the lends lying unutiised by the 
‘Steel Plant be temporarily leated out to the 
displaced tials for the purpose of carrying om 
cultivation. 

(3) That the displaced tribals be provided 
‘with euitable employment in the Steol, Plant 
‘2ctording to the decision of the Union Minister 
for Stoel j and 

(4) That_@ High Schoo! bo established 
immediately by the Government in the Jolds 
Colony. 


In. another meeting held on the 26h May 
1966, some more resolutions wore passed. They 
are 08 follows : 
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41. The Government of Orissa have notified 
‘on the 22nd February 1964 thet the lends we 
‘gently needed by the Government for construc 
tion of the Steel Plant. But elthough tOyesrs have 
been pessed, the Stoel Plent hes not utilised all 
the lends ecquired fiom the 33 villages which 
‘were uprooted i9 the process. We notice 
thet some of these lends which were 
equied fem the tribsls have been given on 
Teose to big businessmen. This practice of 
feosing out the fand of the rribsls should be 
stopped and all euch lands be restored to the 
tribal owners. 


2 Although the Government have promised, 
‘that the displaced persons should be provided 
with all fecilities In the colonies such 
education, weter, housing and sdecttcity, theit 
promise have remained unfuttild. The 
Government should be moved to provide these 
facilities immediately 

3. The liquor shops which the Government 
Ihave encouraged to be opened by the licensed 
Tiquor vendor® should. be banned a8 the tribal 
‘are exploited by the liquor vendors and reduced 
‘to impoverishment. 

4. Each dieplaced family has been provided 
homestead land measuring 40' x60" which Is 
thay sutficient the tribol family. Hence, th 
should be given dwelling sites of largor dim 


Despite all theee demands and several 
demonstrations nothing could happen. It was 
‘on the 14th July 1968 five dieplaced tribals 
‘Stempted to cultivate the fallow land situated 
in H.-S. L for which they were arrested. They 

nd finally were acquitted. 
laced 


‘On 6th Auguet 1966 a group of tribals 
fpumbering 25 started cutivating this land, 
(without any obstruction ftom the steel plant to 
Which it belonged. Later, the administrator had 
‘on amicable settlement with the tibale permitting 
them to cultivate the land. 


‘Tho next issue which the Committee took up 
‘wae in respect of employment. The Officer In 
Charge of emplayment exchange wes unwilling 
fo sponsor the names of the ‘wibels to the steet 
plant for their employment. As 2 protest against 
his Mr. Sahu, the tribal leader sont eight dis 
placed tribals to the employment Office and 


-appoalod to tho ofticer to sponsor their names to 
‘tho. stool plant for absorbing them in certain 


posts which wore lying vacant. But the officer 
‘was unkind to the tribals and thelr leader with 
‘whom be misbshaved In the office, He alto 


drove them out of office by force. Being agar 
feved Mr. Sahu with hia followers who Were 
assaulted brought it to the notice of local 
‘advocate who was a well wisher of the displaced 
‘wibals and the President of ‘tho Displaced 
Members Committe, who nagotiatad with the 
‘officer of tho Employmant Exchange and compro- 
imited the Issue, 


But the agitation didnot dio out here. On 
24th August 1986 tho tribal leaders and 
‘tho mombers of displaced Members Committee 
convened a mass mgeting of tha tale in front 
‘of tho Employment Exchange, The mooting was 
‘attended by more than one thousand tribals. 
‘What resolutions wore adopted aro a8. follows: 


4. That the displaced persons bo provided 
‘with jobs forthwith. 


2. Thoy may bo allotted land to open shops 
{in the shopping contres of the township, 

3, They may bo glvon written pormission to 
‘cultivate the fallow land around tho seo! plant 
salthough thoy have boon verbally allowed to 
culkivato it, 


4. Tho prosent employment officer be trana- 
torred forthwith. 


Aftor this for the first time Jharkhand party 
‘old Ite meating in Rourkela on 20th June 1968, 
Which was ettended by” about 15 thousand 
‘ibals. This gathering displeved the strength of 
‘ibals which was an eye opener to the non-tribale 
‘and tho authoritios of the steel plant, In this 
Yyeat ® new union called Spot Sramik Sangh 
(Stoel Plant Workers Union) was formed, 
Mr. . Mahato, the then loading lawyor was alo: 
ted a8 its Prosidont, Mi, Paoyus Kalu as 
Working President, R. M. Patnaik’ ae Woiking. 
General Secretary and’Alison Patio as ite Vice 
President. Tho frst task which the union took 
up itsolf was. the case of the 60 tibals 
‘who were ‘etronched on the 30th November 
1968 from the Malatia Eradication Depart ment. 
The members of tho union urged upon the 
authorities of the Malaria Department to reinstate 
‘them forthwith. When nothing camo out of thait 
Peaceful attompts tho union conducted. @ Dhorn 
in front of the administrative building on tho 
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rd December which lasted for sbout 25 days 
‘and later it_was transformed into hunger strike. 
Then the Government agreed to take thom back 
subject to their suitability. Subsequently only 
28 people were reinstated and tho rest were not 
takon a8 they were considered unsuitable. At 
‘thie the simmering discontent was. accentuated 
‘and awaited forits outlat on suitable occasion 


On the 24th January 1963 one tribal woman 
was selling trults at Tarapur gate outside the 

lant, A non-tibal Oriya foreibly. snatched 
‘away some fruits out of hor basket and ran 
away. The tibal woman started crying In 
despair which was heard by Mr, Sahu who waa 
then sitting in a saloon nearby, Suddenly he 
‘came out of the saloon and caught hold of the 
Imiscreant.and asked him to pay the tribal woman, 
‘the cost of tho frults. The non-tribal replied 
that he need ct pay any thing to the woman 
‘ond that he had no right to interfere inthe 
matter, But Mr, Sahu insisted that ho should 
Pay. At this the non-tibal got angry and 
Assaulted him. Other non-tribais who wore at 
‘tho gate also joined the miscreants and assaulted 
Mr, Sahu. “Mr. Sahu reported. tho Incident to 
‘the neighbouring. tribal_who in a stato of fury 
on to the gute with thoir bows end arrows to 
{ako revenge. About 2,000 tribals gathored 
there for thie purpose. But tho bloodshed was. 
favorted by the timely intervention of the 
‘oa! police 


Altor a fortnight: Mr. Sahu and other tribal 
loaders of tho locality convened» meeting) which 
Was attended by about 3,000 tribels. They. aleo 
fnvited tho local M. P. and M. L.A. who. 
belonged to Swatantra Party and also the leaders 
‘of Jhahorkhand Party. The issue discussed in the 
‘mooting was about the kind of -hatrassmont and 
hhumittion of the non-tribals to which the tibale 
Wore subjoct ond the measures to be adopted 
for protecting them from such practices. Tho 
leadors appealed to the tribals prevent in the 
‘meeting to stand united to dofend themselves 
‘nd up-toot all eauses of exploitation, 


A fow days aftor this mooting the opposition 
arly organised a protest march against the 
‘enhancement of bus fare in Rourkela, The 
Congress Workers of the locality wanted that the 
focal tribals. should be on their side and should 
hot take part in the match. To achieve this 
‘objective, the Congross workers asked soma 
‘wibal women 0 hold the Congress flag and 
stand In front of the Bus stand, This atrangement 


was meant for showing to the public that the 
‘tribals were on their sige. But the tribal_women 
‘did. not agree to hold the Congress flag. But 
‘tha Congress workers forced them to do so. The 
tribal woman protested end wero aggrieved, The 
‘tribal leaders. appeared in the spot ond raised 
‘svong protest against the force which the 
Congress workers applied to fulfil their 
desire. Moanvinila tho leaders of | Swatantia 
‘and Jharkhand Party came yushing to the spot and 
there vias also @ gathering of tibals In thousends 
fat the but stand. There was a conliontation 
berwean the Congress workers on one side 
and tho tibals and other politcal parties om the 
fther. But. the police rushed.to the spot and 
Start lathi charge and dispersed the mob. 


tetad in such aetivitios. In the yeor 
leaders of sho Congiess and P.S.P. parties 
launched domonstation — deinanding for 
railway line from Bhimaguda 12 Tolcher, To 
Intensity this agitation they organised 
Rourkela Bandh on the 21st August 1969. As 
‘agninét this movement the students” Democratic 
‘Organisation, Jharkhand and Swatentya parties 
‘2 counter movement end matched 
‘of Rourkela township on the 20th 
‘August 1969 in order to quash the. "bandh which 
‘the Congreve party organised. The slogans of 
‘the opposition party were, "No destuction of 
public properties bo allowed and all_ shops and 
offices should remain open onthe 21st August 
1969," Tho Spot Sramik Sangh organised by 
th tibole supported the Swatantra ond Jha- 
ikhond patties and came out with bows and 
‘arrows into the streats shouting their slogans 
"Rourkela is ours andthe National Property I 
fours.” The edu wad that the Bandh wat 3 
failure, snd the success in this political ectivty 
‘on the part of the tribale was a matter of rest 
alight to them. 


With the auecess in tho political field the 
popularity of Mr. Sahu 26 the tribal leader was 
‘enhanced and the tribals of the locality rallied 
ound him in large numbor in support of his 
‘strugala for tholt liberation from the clutches of 
the exploitors and for providing employment to 
the unemployed ones, 


His next attompt was to provide employ~ 
‘ment to the tribals of Bund Munda village wnich 
‘was acquired by the railways for making it 8 

_marshaling yard. With his followers he launched 


u 


‘2 campaign to ventilate the grievances of the: 
Wibals of Bund Munda and was successful in 
tho fong fun in getting the unemployed tribals 
emoloyed in the allway sorvices. He alto 
‘organised 9 Dhama in front of the. administrative 
building of the Stool Plant demanding quick 
‘ction in favour of tho displaced tribals for thelr 
‘employment in the Industial complex. The 
suthorties conceded to his demand and provided 
femployment to 20 tribals immediately with a 
promise to employ the remaining unemployed 
nes as quickly 28 possible, 


In quick succession 2 case of dispute over 
land took place which required the attention of 
(Mr, Sohu for settlement. _& muslim busingvsman 
‘occupied by force a piece of land belonging to 
2 displaced tribal person, Mr, Sahu with the 
help of the eibsl union pressed the tresspaeser 
for eviction, Finding no way out the business: 
rman had to quit; but he attempted to murder 
Mr. Sahu. One day while Mr, Sahu was 
‘returning fiom Roukela for home the busines 
‘man with the help of a gioup of goondss stopped 
him ord beat him severely. Though Mr. Sehu 
sustained soivere injures he managed to escepe 
‘and got himself admitted in the hospitel {or 
tuoatment, The wibals come to know about 
‘This incident ord wore determined to take 
wenge. Hundreds of tribals with bow end 
snows fen hore and there in search of the 
‘businessman to kill him. The police force was 
oployed to restore peace and order, But the 
‘agitated trbale were in such a great (wry. that 
they Beat the mogistiate who was in charge of 
the force and mado frantic attempts 0. oot 
‘ablaze shops. houses and the police-station and 
sttack whichever-happened to come by, In such 
‘ situation the police had to use tear gas and 
disperse the mobe with much difficulty. 


‘The wibal situation in Rourkela has become 
‘20 tense thet the tibols ro in revolt 
the authorities, for any slightest provocation 
‘and in situations, when they feel that they are 
dttcriminsted aginst. In the year 1870 the 
Deputy General Manager of the steel, plant 
‘selected the sportemen of the plant to represent 
the organization of the tournament. The pestons 
Chosen wore all non-tibels and there Was not 
2 single tribal among them to represent the 
‘organisation. 


It may be noted thst the tribsis in goneral 
sre great lovers of sports. Proper tisining in 
‘modern sportsmanship would make them good 


sportsmen. The DGM wag not aware of this 
cultural tat of the tibsl communities. Therefore 
at tho time of selection he overiccked the tribals 
thinking them to be beckward ond useless. for 
this purpcse and considered cnly those non- 
ibals who are eelected evely yeas as athlete 
and sportsmen, 


The potontial sthlets and. sportemen ameng. 
tho ‘ibala who. wore working In. tho stest 
plants wore aggrloved by thie discrimination 
find represented thelr case to tho concerned 
‘uthoritien who turned a doat ear to thele appeal, 
He wo natural thot they go angiy and. militant 
‘One day about 60 tribal omployous cf the steel 
plant oct divided Into four groure and ghersced 
the DGM whilo ho was coming ftom cffice to 
hie residence and best him and demoed ble 
cer. Semehow or other the officer managed 
‘to escape and reported tho motter in the. pelice 
Who erested tho culpite and ineituted 9 ease 
‘against them which is pending in the court. 


‘All those incidents amplify the growing 
unrest and tension emong the tribals ct Rourkela 
‘tea, The genesis -ct thelr discentent which 
has taken a violent qurn is thelr displace 
ment from their hearth and heme, and the 
consequence such 28 unemployment which 
followed a8 a result cf lack cf proper attention 
‘to their rehabilitation. Considering the steel 
plant a8 something of importance of highest 
Sider the Government aquired lands and 
‘lllages of the tribals for setting up the plant 
But the state of affairs as existing today in 
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Fourkele shows that the samo consideration is 
lacking in rehabilitating tho tribals who were 
rendered londless and homeless, Any economic 
evelopment at the ccst of human materiale 
‘does nct help in. building @ scelallatic pattern 
cf" seclety which our nation onvisages. to 
‘achieve. Rather it creates chacs, disoraaniza- 
‘Yon tnd Imbalance and other patholcgico! 
evelozments in tho te of tho. people... For 
example, the tibal ehiidien of the displaced 
families have taken 10 extensive stealing, tcoting 
and hocligan'4m 8 primary acuice,oF livelincod, 
Thee sie merchants, businessmen and 
palticions In the Industral zene to pattonize aueh 
dctiviies for thelr benatit end develorment. 
‘Morecver having emo in ccntact with. the 
political pertica the wiksle hee developed 0 
toste fer politics. They heve beceme conscious 
ef their tighte end duties as 9 rotult of tho 
‘impact of local and national politcal Idioms 
fen them and grewing folitcization cf theit 
pictleme. Feimsticn of unicns and committees 
has medernized their trasitional politcal crga- 
nlzaticn end provided legitimacy 10. thel 
demands snd gained their scceprance in the 
new sccio-politcal order, Mass meeting, 
militent agitstion, demonetition dhatna, ond 
hhungeretiko which were foreign to. the political 
culture cf the tribal eommonities have. become 
the mest commen and universally accepted 
strategies bY Which to fulfil their cemands and 
gain thelr legitimate share of scarce resouices 
for economic and political. develcpment, preserve 
thelr self-respect end meet the ravolution of 
thei rising sepitstions end expectations, 


Wn 


RANCHI 


INTRODUCTION 
{Asro88 tho bolt of middlo India running from 
the. border of Gujrat through Madhya Prodosh, 
Bihar, Orin and Bongal was e vast tact of 
undulating upland intersporeed. with lly spurs 
‘and forte valleys. Tho araa Is thickly forested 
‘and riahly endowed with minoral doposite of 
‘reat economic value, In tho stato of Bihar, 
this atea includes Chotanagput ond Bhag 
divisions and 90 por cont of the trib 
fre concentrated in this rogion, Of all tho parts 
in the stato, Ranchi hab tho largost density of 
tribal population of ebout 60 par cent. The 
Scheduled aroas of the stato af? restricted to 
Ranchi, Palameu and Singhbhum and Santal 
Porgana districts which are ll located in the 
‘Chotanagpur platoau, 


There fe two zones in Bihar, the North 
‘Bihar and the South Binar, Tha form2r zone 
‘comprias 62 p31 cont of tho state's atoa a 

4 81-00 por cent of the stst's populetion, The 
Southern zans eomaless 38 por cont of the 
‘state's ayaa and 19 por cant of the total 
population, The highast concentration of tribals 
937 percent is fa. the South Bihar which is 
popularly known a Chotanagpur plateau. The 

wagpur plateau consists of 6 districts 

Ranchi, Singhbhum, Dhanbad, Palamau, 

Hazaribag and Santal parganas, which are the 

pitome of Kolarian tribal communities. The 
thieo study villagos aro included in Ranchi 
district, They are Roidih, Nawatoli and Satarani. 

‘The last ono Is a colony of the tribal familios 

who wor displaced as 0 result of the 

‘dovelopmont of tho industvial complex. We 

‘olooted those vllagos in Ranchi district because 

fit important industial complexes are, located in 
it and theretore horo we een study the Impact. of 

Industializtion on the tribes of Biharin the 

bost possible manner. 


Ranchi district: 

It comes undét Chotanegpur division and tte 
‘rea is 7.016 Sq. miles, The total population of 
‘tho distict Is 21,3885 and the density of 
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population is 904. Out of tho total population, 
13,17,813 aro Scheduled Tibos (81'6) por cont) 
and 97,399 avo Schodulod Costes (4°55 per cont). 
‘Among the schedulod tribes inhabiting the 
dlistict tho Munda, the Oraon and tho Kharia 
‘most important’ 60 far 08 thelr numerically 
strongth aro considered, The population of ‘the 
Munda, the Oraon and the Kharla is 4,66,000, 
4,37,000 and 90,000 respectively. 


Physical features 
‘The district of Ranchi forms the west-central 
potion of the Chotanagpur division which Is 
popularly known as Jharkhand (moaning forest 
cry). It is situated betwaen 22° 21" and 
23° 43! north latitude and 84° 0” and 85° 54" 
‘east longitud®. It extends over an area of 
70352 Sq, miles and is the largest district in 
the Stato of Bihar. It is bounded on the north 
fof the districts of Palamau and Hazarbag. 
fon the east by the district of Purulia (in West 
Bengal), on the south by the disticts of 
‘Singhbhum and Sundargarh (In Orissa) and on 
the wost by the district of Reigarh (in Madhya 
Pradosh), Ranchi is the headquarters and 
principal town of the district, It is slso the 
‘administrative headquarters of the Chotanagpur 
‘division and the summer capital of Bihar State, 


The diawict of Ranch! comprises three broad 
natural divisions, viz, 


1) the north-wstern part region 
(2) the lower Chotanagpur Pletoau; and 
(3) the Ranchi Plateau proper 


‘Tho study villagos aro situated in the Ronchi 
plateau, which hat an averago elevation of 
2,000 ft, abovs soa tovel, Tho topography ls 
‘undulating and rendered barren by cutting down 
the tr800 and clearing the forests forthe purpose 
‘of sotting up industries and building. townships 
‘Marang Buta found in the central pletoat is most 
noteworthy not from the point of viow of its 
Summit which i8 only 2.434 ft. Le... much lower 
than the range of hills logated inthe extreme 


\Wwost which 18-3621 feot above sea tovel. It has 
‘sacred importanc® in tho Munda culture which ts 
‘most significant in the Ranchi district. 


‘The Subsmarckna, the south Koel end the 
Sankh are the. principal rivers of the district, 
‘These rivers. emanate from the ridge formed by 
‘the highest portion of the “plateau lying about 
40 miles south-wost of Ranchi city. The soll of 
the diatilet. fe covered by ted-yellow light grey 
‘eatonaty eoll and some portions of It which 
Covered by hills and foreste are of steep elope 
‘and highl¥ dissected regions, 


The forests aro scattered throughout the 
district and cover an orea of 1679 Sa, miles or 
23:83 por cont to the total area. Dry ponineular 
‘Sal (Shores. robusta) trees are gregarious and 
orm the ain type of forest found with patchos 
‘of Asan (Totminalia tomentosa) and Gamhar 
(Gonelina arbaria) which are 
Companions of the Sal forest 

‘The Goology of Ranchi dist is formed by 
laterite in the north-west, atchaeaon lavas and 
basic igneous rocks. including archacan_ schists 
fend iron-ore sets in the south and Gnelsses 
‘and granites covered all over the dist. The 
important. mineral of economic. value found in 
the distict are : (1) Bauxite, (2) Limestone and 
(2) Chinaclay. 


Political history 

Chotanagpur was not In isolation any time 
from the rest of the state of Bihar and also. from 
the ‘country. The non-tribal Hindu castes ond 
Muslims have been living with the tribals of 
Bihar since time beyond memory. The 
Chotanagpur plateau was under the Raja of 
‘Chotanagpur. But Akbar reduced the Rojo to 
the position of a tributory in 1685, and annexed 
Chotanagpur to the Subsh of Bihar, AMfer tho 
dooth of Akbar in 1605 it regained ite 
Tadependence, but Ibrahim Khan Fateh-Jang, 
Governor of Bihar_brought it under subjugation 
in 1616 and fixed 9 tribute at Re: 6,000 to be 
‘ald by the Raja of ChotanagpUr. 

‘The British came Into contact _ with 
Chotanagpur for te fet timo in. 1768. when 
Captain Comoo reached Hazaribag to establish 
ome sort of order In “Chotanagput which was 
known 98 Jharkhand (Jungle county). The 
Roja of Chotenagpur acknowledged the authority 
of the British and offered to pay. an annual 
bute of Re, 16,000 per year. However, the 
British granted tho Raja to retain hie hold on 
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‘the internal. administration In Chotanagpur. In 
the teorganization of the conquered provinces 
which were formed Into a district (present 
Hazaribag dietct) Ranchi formed a part of this 
district 98 a tributary Mahal of Chotonagpur. 


‘Troubles atose In the royal family and. the 
difference of the Roja with his brothers led to 
fepeated disturbances and insurrections launched 
by. tho tribals who ware entangled in the rival 
‘among the foyal slings. To quell the uprising 
tho Britoh used force roaulting In exten 
eualities In tho wribel ccmmunit, The, British 
flso. set. up polico-statlons to maintaln law and 
‘oder In the teglon, and. withdrew mon¥ powers 
Which the Raja’ was enjeying. With the 
feudal authority the Brits 


collecting 
‘and exploitation - of tho tribals. All these 

ities only agcontuated the discontent which 
‘was. emouldoring among the tribals. The Kol 
insurrection of 1831-32 was an outlet of the 
‘tibal discontent caused by the oppression of the 
Sikh ond Muslim Thikadars 


‘To check the tibel rebelllon and maintain 
law and order the Brien Government reorganized 
the administration in. Chotanagput. The creation 
fof South-Western Frontier Agency with heed~ 
quarters at Lohardaga and the post of an Agent 
fo the Governor-General asthe. chit adminis 
tive authority of the agency formed an sesential 
part of the administrative reform whlch ws 
ecessary for estaolshing peace and good 
{government in Chotanagpur. In 1854 the Agent 
Wee converted ta. Commissioner and his Deputy 
‘Agents to Deputy Commissioners. In spite ofall 
those administrative precautions, the simmering 
discontent among the tibale did not die ou 
Dak and ominous clouds gathered on the tial 
horizon In areater thickness than before ond. tho 
Unotey mosaic a0 chargcterstc of tho foto 
rinctoenth contury the tials of Blher Kept the 
fmouldering embers of unrest allo, In facta.” 
Cloud brut flloved the precipitated wie unveat 
find this timo it woe in the form of ian 
Unrest which woe locally known 

tation, Tho tbls resented. the. imposition 
Of forced labour (begat) and iiegatenbuncs 
mont of rent by the intermediaries in 1887. 
They tefuwed to. pay the rent to the landlords 
‘and, launched. widesproed_ctmpaign egaint the 
intermediaries snd landlords This. disturbance 
‘Was atta height in 1898 when a. eocio-rligious 


leader known 98 Birsa Munda appeared 
fon the scans. He started a movement. which 
‘waa half religious and lf agratian. Ho lod and 
organized thousands of tho Munda Poasantry 
torrid them of the clutches of tha Zamindars, 
‘Jagitdart and Chistian missionaries. He fought 
{to extabih a Munda Raj in place ol Har Majsoty's 
Government and shook the foundation of the 
British rule proclaimed the Khuntkati right 
‘of to tribsls. Aceo:ding to him the land 
bbolonged: to te tripale wae cut and cloarad 
tha {9:08 and. mide to land cultivable and 
therefore no rent should be pal for It to anyone. 
His valiant strugglo was divtcted at expelling 
all nonstribale called. by a. dbvogstory tom, Diku 
‘and bringing the country under tha Munds ula, 
He dovaloped courags and confidence ia hi 
followers by proclaiming hi divine ravatations 
that the guns of the Bitish force would bo 
tumed to wood and thair bullots. to water. He 
‘also propagated 9 valigion and gave a new code 
‘of life of purity and sanctity to his followers who 
‘acclaimed him 95. Birsa Bhagwan or father of 
the Earth (Dharti Abs) But this ill fated 
‘movement regulted ia tha matsacra of hundreds 
ff th Mundas by the British foes tragedy no 
{oss ghastly than’ the famous Jalainawala Bag 
incident. Blrsa himself dicd captive in Jail 
1900 and with this his crusade came to a tregic 
end. 


‘The impsct of christianity on the tibals of 
Chotanagpur was no less disturbing and 
menacing. It split up the tibal_ communities 
Into two religious diviions—the christian 
‘converted tribals and the non-chvstien tribals 
called Sansarl. The christivn tribals. by dint of 
‘heir bette education imparted to them by the 
Church came in. the forefront in all. matters, 
‘economic, social and political. They imbibed more 
ppolitibal consciousness and. occupied important 
Teadership positions in the ares. They reaped 
the advantages of all developmental. projects and 
pbecame economically more advanced than the 
‘non-ehrlstian wibals who wore in all respects 
backward, This diaparity betwoon the christian 
‘Converts and the Sansari laid he foundation «1 a 
imwoment called TANA BHAGAT movement 
Which was launchod bY the Orsons in 1914, 
‘The movement had its gonesis not only in the 
cesnamic dispaity betwen the previloged and 
‘wealthy converted tribals. and the non-christian 


Tibilg, but als in th» yoall agrarian leaves 
‘and in the 9.9 62-00 tion with the admini 
statin. 
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‘The religious dimension of the movement 
‘consisted in the proachings which were dected 
towarde greater simaliciy and purty of life. A 
Tana Ghagat was required to abstain from 
intoxieating drinks and animal food. Thoy also 
Joaked askance at the tribal dance, m: 
hunting, Tho Tena Bhagats, wore, actively 
Involved in the mon-co-oparation movement 
Inkiated by the Indian National Congress. 
is boing extended to Tana Bhogats 


for National freedom. 


Thie issue of political, econosnic 
onsi disparity between whe Christian 
‘pon-Ciwistion tribals hae tended to develop 
tanaion of great concer between thom. Some 
‘of the non-christion tibals who are more 
vocal and ertioulato than others among them 
have alrdady stated objections to giving economle « 
and educational pivilegee to tho Chistian 

8 by the State in view of their progress in 
‘such aspecis, They are pleading for diverting 
ail davelopmontsl funde to them who t® very 
backward, An ariculste and effective political 
ite of the stature of Kartik Orson has been 
‘orgenizing domonstiations under his leadership 
‘to stass the need for greater assistance to the 
‘backward section of the Sansari wibsls and 
placing their grievances in the assembly and 
parliament for consideration. The Jan Sangh 
has provided ite militant leadership to this 
section and the whole issue has taken the shape 
‘of a new trend in the tribal politics which may 
tend to accentuate in future the tension betwoen 
the Sansari and Chistian tibale rather than 
resolving it 


‘The impact of the multiplicity of governmental 
‘activities such as Panchayati Raj and Community 
Development intioduced in the wibal_ areas after 
independence on the life of the tribals is chaotic, 
10 a considerable extont. In the earlier dispen- 
‘sation the tribals wore familia with a fow officials 
‘such a6 revenue Collector, village Chowkidar 
‘and forest guard. But today the variety and 
‘number of officials have multiplied beyond any 
‘comprehontion. The tribals meet everyday many 
‘now exploits in ther countty and thelr disstio~ 
faction against them is on the increase. With 
‘the introduction of Grama Panchayat, and with= 
‘drawal of police and revenue function from the 
teibalchiets, growth. of education and the 
‘emergance of new political lites the taditional 
‘Wibal leaders. have’ lost much of thei influence 
‘and. prestige resulting in is roanisation of old 


Parka organisation and politicization’ of ‘tibel 
sitsation, in tribal Biber. The formation, of 
‘haikhand arty in 1950 which sprang up as @ 
‘consequence of th's poltieizetion and inthe wake 
ff the autonomy. granted to the Hill areas of 
‘Assam by the Union Government hes. teken the 
shape of 3 sopataiatic movement making 
demands for a separate state, This disjunctive 
force which the Jharkherda Paity, the roliticst 
‘wing of the Adivasi Mahasabha, has reloased Is 
being. stiongthened by the break of isolation of 
‘the tribal communities fiom the main curcents of 
the Indian polity and growing competition in a 
‘widot Society for poitial power and autonomy. 


The rapid change of national life, development 
fof rondsh communications end broadcest for the 
tibals from Ranchi station of All India Ragio 
have catapultated the tuibals of Bihar from thelr 
felative isolation Info the vcitox of competitive 
palitles, “A sizable post of tho cuirent. manifests+ 
tions of separatitic and massignie: movements that 
‘the tibals of Binar tends to launch is undoubtedly 
the produet of growing poltical consciousness 
‘and manipulative polities, Theretore tho tal 
fituation which Is present today in tribal Bihar 
feannot bo viewed In. lactation fom the widgr 
‘contexts of tho national politcal policy and 
processes 


Tous its seen that the tibal Bihar eit 
‘ularly Chctanagour of which Renchl is a part 
I seething with discontent ond the ceusea of 
‘re mony. The processes of lige scale 
nd alienaticn, displacement of tho wits trom 
‘thelr hearth and home in the wako of Indust 
zaticn, machinations of agents of exploitation, 
‘exoropriation of the tribals from the benefits of 
planned cecnomie change and industrial s8t-up, 
tuvemployment among the tiibalé particularly 
‘among vie educeted si revolution of rising 
foxpectations and impact of modernity ae some 
‘of the most important causes of tribal discontent, 


Inthe following section we have presented the 
study Of three. tribal. villages in the industial 
setting of . Heavy Enginosring Corporation 


‘Complex indicating to what extont they dorive 
‘economic benefit fem this source and hew are 
‘they affocted by i 


‘STUDY VILLAGES 
alain 


Reidih I situated ata distance of 15 miles 
from Ranchi and is connected by an eatthomn 
osd. Ithes all the characteretc fertures of 


tribal village, It ls surrounded by denuded bills 
‘nd bostful terraced peddy fields. The houses 
inthe villege are constructed with mud plascured 
brick wells and thatched with handmade ti 
Thete aro 46 houscholds of which 19 hou 
(88 People) ete of the Munda, one (Speople) of 
the Oreon, five (28 people) of the Lohar end 
19 houses (180 people) of the Muslims and 
2 houses (10 people) of tho Ahir. The total 
population of the villege #8 293, The total extent 
fof cultivable lend ie 248'86 cores and it works out 
fs 6:38 cree per family end O84 per capita 
Tho Munda and the Muslim constitute 41°2 per 
ceent each of the total households of the villago, 
the former cwning only 1900 per cent and tho 
leirer 78:20 per cent of the total cultivable rvea, 
‘The larger portion of land in the hands of the 
Muslims who heve migrated to. this village from 
different neighbouring vilages some decades 
back Is an historle accident. When the 
Zemindarl system wes in existence, tho Zomindae 
ff this village could not pay the poshkush for 
yeots ond 26 a) result his lands which wera 
situated in this village, were putt public 
auction, and In the precess of ‘litigetion 

landa passed Into the hends of the wealthy 
people cf the area, But on account of 
Drolonged tigation and in order to get rid of 
the toubles clsing from. such litigation they 
disposed of these lends ine nominal rate 
10 those who were In need of having lend, The 
‘muslims of the sica who had the mane 
ppurchesed theto lands end become large land 
owners, 


Pict to 1980 the puople of Ruidih wore not 
in tho habjt of growing vegetables in largo 
quentitles becouse theto wed no Irrgation 
fecilties to water the Dan-lande which are 
fultoble for growing veoitebles, In. sddition 
thero was no demend. for tho vegetables. in the 
Focality 26 cach family moets its requiremants 
{rom is own kitshon garden in which they giow 
onie commun vegetsbles. such a Brin) 

Gourd, eto. in small quantlics. But 
fstablighment of the Hatia industrial 


compli 
in the sixties the floating population in the area 
Tncteaaed end a demand for the vogetables is 


created, In tesponse to this demend tho 
people of Raidih heve taken to extensive growing 
fof vegetables such a8 Potato, Témato, Onion, 
Ladios finger and varietias of Gourd and Csbboge 
‘and cauliflower which they were not giowing 
before. They also adopted many improved 
practices such 8 application of fer 


impioved seeds, otc, to gat batter 1 


Block authorities halved them in tis endeavour 
by pfoviding lift irigation facilities to the 
farmors. Ths Hajan weakly market which até 
fon Sandaya has bscome an important business 
fentio. for agrioulueal  produe> particularly 
vegstablae in the viinity of Raid. 

In Raigih “19°87. por cont of pople are 


nd!2a8 and 43°53 9% cont of people have land 
bstweon 01 acre to 10:00 actos, But tho 
majority of them aroon. tho low side of the 


fang AS pointed eut above tho Peraspita 
land holding is 984 and the intensity of land 
suse in 9280por cant. Tho village tops al! 


‘thor study. villagas In varity of the erops and 


vogiablus giown In. it, Tha gross yield of 
thea» crops’ particulary, paddy per acre of 
and ie folly high, Aovordingly tho par 


erpita onnusl Ineoms which is only Re. 391'04 
ie equally impressive by any_normal_tiving 
‘tandard Inthe: tribal communitis of tho are, 
‘Tho Imo‘ovoment in. agricultural: production 
feflosted in food situation which ison tho 
usplis side fa thi viliga, The vilags produces 
Surplus food fo; 775 daya over th: quintity 
(oquiiod in a year, There is soope for further 
improvomint Im tho economle condition of 
tho  p29ple provided they  gét aultablo employ: 
‘mont In tho Hatia Industla! complex. Our 
stud/ shows thot tho authoritha of the Industy 
ttn a deat oar 10 tholr appoat for_p:oviding 
tiem with labour in the industiy. The study 
fevasle thit not 9 single, one from the village 
{is omployod fn tho Industrial getting. Therefore 
‘tho Intarested porsona and thoso who ara in 
‘need of omployment go to Assam and West 
Bengal in off soason to work in tea garden 
‘and. bullding of roads and other types of oath 
‘work, They. fea! ‘that thoy are oveilooked, 
Luncared for and deprived of the oppitunitios 
which the Industry provides to tho Immigrants 
We have noticed that thio strong. fesling of 
oprivation has given birth t0. hostlity which 
the tribes of the villages have _expresaed 
towards the authorities and jealousy towards 
tha workers of tho industry. Before the 
situstion takes # serious turn itis necessary 10 
crest? favourable conditions and provide 


‘opportunities so that the tibes are absorbed 
in th 


Industrial labour and devolop a commit- 
Aisciline 


Nawatoli 


‘The Nawatoli village is situated close to 
FRaldih and. inhabited by 24 Orson families of 


172 population, As it Is homogeneous in 
‘thie composition it is also economically lass 
diversified, The main occupation of the people 
|e ogyioultuto supplemented by service and 
Jabour. The distribution ef land holding shows 
thet 79416 ner cent of people hold land not 
moro tan five aos, The por capita land 
holding in thie. village is 085 acres, that is 
‘the lowest off ll the study villages. Although 
the poople grow a varloty of cfops and 
Vegetables In reeponse 10 the domands of the 
Industdal satting and tho produce fiom land 
‘compared with that of ‘Raidih. bocauso of tho 
applisation of impioved agricultural actices 
‘the veonomie condition of the people of tis, 
villaga is not as good as that of the people of 
Roldih, The. important reason for this economia 
Dbavkwardnoos is duo to tho small lind holding, 


find. tharos. no supplementary source of income 
‘of suastance. whieh may Improve their sconamia 
condition. Tho people of this village havo no 


place In the Industrial. setting ond ony attomot 
‘at getting absorbed in th industial labour is 
fall by tho apathy of the authorlios of the 
Industrial organtantion, Unlike Ral which 
shows surplus of food ,supply Nawatoli has 
{9004 food G9 to the extant of 49°29 days in a 
oat. 


‘This factor Intonstied thole unrest which 
srisen trom tholr dioatiafeation with tho 
authvitee of the Industry for not being given 
any chaneo to work in it 


taron|i—Sertiomont of displaced persons 
Sntaranjl ie gottiomont in which the 142 
{amiliee digpinoed by the Heavy Enginesting 
Corporation (H,6.C.) from tho old Satoranji village 
and 13 other neighbouring villages have been 
‘ohabiltated, Our consus of the colony which ia 
furnished in the table hows that of the 142 
families. 131. families belong to three. tribal 
Communities (Munda-23, Oraon-89 and Lona =8) 
'nd the remaining 11. families to scheduled 
castes and caste Hindus Barbor-3, 
NNalk-1, Razwat-t, and Brahmin-1). As many a8 
£09 families of this sottlements have migrated 
from old Sataranji and the neighbouring Dekhal 
‘oti villages. which were acquired for the pur~ 
pote of H.E.C. and tho remaining 33 felis from 
412 other villages some of which were fully and 
‘others partially effected by ths establishment of 


HEC, 
‘Tho previous occupations of the alspleced 
Anbals were agriculture, wage eaing and 


rickshaw palling and manual workin Ranchi town. 


40 


‘town, Some people had also experience In 
casual industrial labour, In the process of 
ispalcement the people of the sottlement lost 
‘about 396 acres of and for which they wore 
paid compensation of Rs, 13,10,81300. The 
‘Governmant also provided homestead land varying 
from 10 e2nts 2.30 cents to. each family on 
payment of Rs. 47:00 por dscim 


‘As thoy had no. habit of saving money and 
‘not knowing how to spend the money. in the 
‘most productive way the displaced tribal familiow 
‘squandered away the money In purchasing yet 
adic, wateh and fasnionable clothos. Som ale 
‘punt th» money In costly itams such 98. scootos, 
cea.and truck, AB tong a5 the money wis with 
them they ceased to work any Whore, and kept 
themselvos busy In moving about from place to 
‘_mosting feonds and relatives. and drinking 
‘and marry making. But 86 890n 8 the money 
‘wos exhausted. thoy bagan to stir out in gsarch 
‘of employment in H.EC and agicultural and 
‘manual labour in th neighbou'ing villages. and 
‘nearby Ranch! towa, 

‘The preeont ecupstionsl pattern show that 
‘of 939 persons of tho ssttlomant, 272 p2rsons 

"2 emploved in various occupations (53 persons 
in agieuture, 68 In labour, 129 in industey, 21 
in miscellansous works). Tho average annual 
income per family Is 370931 and per capite 
income js 54367 (the average family size is 
682 persons), Comparod with other study 
‘Villages tho rehabilitation colonies such as Jolda 
‘and ‘Sataranji do not show any problem of food 
ip: Considering the standard. requiremant of 
12 (soe tabla 10) the supply of food 
in these cases if more than tho demand for the 
year, In tho colonies the problom of dlisplac 
ant end lack of faciities are more acute than 
tho food supply. Wa interviewed a sample of 
29 tribal adults working In tho Industry to find 
‘out 10 What oxtont they have boen able to 
adjust to their now place and new soivieo, what 
problems they faco. in making thoir living. and 
‘what commitment they have to. the industrlat 
diazipling, Wo havo glven our findings bslow. 

(Of the 29 respondonts, 16 respondonts wore 
‘iterate and had no technical skill. But most 
‘of them oxpressod thst golng out to work In the. 
Jndustry raises tholr solf-respect, Wa found 
‘that oxcoptthroe women of tha study families all 
fothare did not work in the. Industry. ut almost 
‘all respondame expressed that the working 
‘woman w2r0 appreciated more by thelr husbands 
than the non-worklng women, 


a 


Most of tho respondents got their employ- 
mont in the Industry by dint oftheir own effort 
‘and labour and they all felt. secured in service 
becausy they had 

Industrial gervice, Moreover, they we 
‘displaced and the labour union of the industiy 
‘296019 the authortios of 
their omploymont. The 


HEC. 
‘employees’ got their wages monthly in somo 
‘casos and weekly in other cases and the pays 


for 


mont of Woges was regular ond thoy hed 


Aothing to complain about i 


‘Compared with the provious works they wore 
olng In thoi oxiginol habitat thoy folt that the 
present Job was batter, moro romunerative and 
‘onjoyable. Tho progunt industrial sarvico was 
now'to 12 tuspondenie ond tho remaining 17 
Tospondonts had familiarity with euch Work. 
But all oxptessed having equal job satisfaction. 
They said that apart from maney tho work in 
the Industry gave thom ploasure, company and 
Wide acqunintance with a varity of peopl 
‘helt opinion was divided in regard to thole 
‘accepting a better jab elsowhero, "17. respo: 
indents expressed that they were willing to. loave 
the presont job and take up a better one if 
bfferod elsewhere but 12 respondents ware 
reluctant to do so on account of thelr old ag2 


All exovessed that the relationship. betwoon 
thom and thelr erialoyer was cordial and 
fijendly, and there fore they hed no difficulty. in 
gptilng themselves adjusted to the industrial 
Work end. surrounding, Moreover, they had 
rnsthing t> grumble about the working hours 
‘Thoy wore required to work eight hours. In each 
working day ond unlike the village setting 
In whigh the hours of work and working time 
‘are very much flexible and Irregular the industrial 
Service had fixed and regulated working hours 
‘nd this egulated work habits were to” their 
liking, The one hour break for lunch oF fot rest 
‘was dppropriato and sufficient as expressed by 
thom. One day off from work ina weok woe 
very much to. thelr liking. They spent the 
‘wookly holiday in relaxing, visiting lends and 
{olatives, washing and cloaning thelr clothes and 
raking necessary purchases for their domestic 
Use, They folt mast happy whan they wore in 
the working place. Infact, their uxprossion 
‘suggested that thoy felt happier in the working 
placa than in thelr own cosldenee, Probing into 
the rOasons we found that their houses. didnot 
hhave nacossary facilities euch as electric light. fan, 
tunning water, latin, opan space, pucea, 


building, ete. which they availed of while inthe 
‘working places. In fact, they urged that) such 
facilitioe should be provided in the settlement by 
the employer to mako the living In the eclony 
enjoyable. Some of the facilities which they 
fisted to be provided are suitable housing, water 
supply, transport, marketing facilities, propor 
‘ecurty measures, health services, removal of 
slums and educational factities, ete, which are 
‘the basic noeds of thor settlement, They were 
very keen to glve education to their children, 
But thoy wore not able to do #0 on account of 
lack of schools either in the colony or anywhare 
lowe to it, 


Working togethor inthe same industry hed 
fostored eaprit-do-cor® among themaelves and 
with the co-villagere who formed tholt working 
‘group and with whcm thoy liked to. work 


On the whcle we noticed among them a sense 
‘of commitment to the woiking discipline of tho 
industry, mainly becauso scme of them had past 
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experience of Iridustrial labour and the kindly 
treatment they received from the authorkies of 
‘the HEC, They have developed a new sense 
fof time and. which is. in keeping with the 
schedule of the Industrial stivice, They 

express thelr satisfaction with the Industrial 
labour end exptess a strong sens® cf commitment 
In industiet seivice. The bad ccndition under 
Wwihich they are living without necessary fascll 
doce not affect thelr ccmmitment although they 
‘Want stiongly that bette living. conditions should 
‘be previded to them for their better performance 
Inthe industiy, Though the tibes, of the 
scttlement are oxpoved to the, peltical_ Influence 
‘ofthe region, they have not yet become 
thet no articulate 


tare engaged in work of some kind oF 
‘other in Ranch! tcwn, and in the HEC which hat 
sven thém necessary job satistaction and. th 
foro feel no need for any militant agitation and 
political demonstration, 


wv 


SU MMARY OF THE STUDY VILLAGES 
(Bastar, Rourkela and Ranch) 


ETHNIC COMPOSITION 


Cultural Zon 

The study covers 10 villages—threo in Bastar, 
four in Sundargarh and three in Ranchi district. 
Tho ethnic composition of the study villages 
_preoontscloorly throe cultural aroas— 

4, The Muria cultural araa of Dantowara Tabs 
‘of Basta, Kirndul and Nakulnat villagos fall into 
this cultural zone, 


2. The Dorla cultural area of Konta Tahsil 
‘of Bastar, Banda village is in this cultural 

3, The Munda-Oraon cultural area of, 
‘Sundargarh district of Orissa and Ranchi district 
‘of Bihar, Jadakudar, Chutiatola and Lakhotola 
‘and Jalda of Sundargarh district and Raldih, 
[Nawatoli and Sataranji of Ranchi district are 
Jneluded in this zone. 


Being goographically contiguous to oF 
another, the tribal communities of tho. thi 
‘eultral res are found in both the district and 
hhave migrated to both the regions from 
Chotanagpur plateau which was thelr original 
habitat, 


Rosidontiat Pattern, 
The village inhabited by the Mura or te 
Bison-horn Marla ore set among the toos and 
nich house stands in its own garden surrounded 
by afonce. Thus a village may cover a vory 
Jorge area In consequence, Often 9 vllago is 
‘compotod of anything trom six to twalvos small 
hamlots ach of which represents. the grouping 
‘of a family round ite patiarchal head. Tho 
houses aro generally scat sometimes 
‘Widoy scattered to suit to 
‘and the dimansion of the garden, and a 
‘connects them with one another, Thore doos 
ot appear to be any sociological significance in 
‘he layout of the village, neither the headman’s 


nor tho priest's house is ever in & special o 
recognised position, The pares (hamlats) aro 
named ater the clan hoads, 


‘The settlement pattorn—The Mutia and. tho 
Doria oe clealy influenced by the geographical 
‘actors, The villagos aro located in. the. laine 
or platoaus. In selecting @ site for habitation 
the tribos naturally prefer such factors. which 
provide them with natural protection: Clos 
proximity tthe cultivating fields and permanent 
Water-Supaly ore algo. important factors which, 
detormine the place of habitat. Before the houses 
are bullt the divination is resorted to determine 
‘the suitability of the site for hebitation. Each 
distbuted 
‘over a wide area on the basis of clans. Each 
village has a numbet of foot patns connecting 


all the paras and in between tho toles the village 
Gods are. installed and Every village 
hhas a guest house called “"Thanagudi”, which 


provides accommodation to the Government 
Servants during their visit to the village. In. the 
‘extrome east of the village les the burial ground, 
‘where they erect big memorial stones decorated 
with poles and flags in_honour of the departed 
souls, At the outskirts of tho vilage there will 
‘be tho. tompla of tha mother Goddess, under a 
mahua oF a soja tre, 


The areas of the house is divided 
umber of functional plotei en interior court. 
vatd, tho central plinth and hut, tho lateral 
fatto shed and the posterior Kitchen garden, 
Tho sttcturo of the root is made of rafters of 
Wood and bamboo, The walls are made of 
‘mate of boro plastered with mud, The walls 
are smeared with white, yellow or rod paints of 
Jeoal origin. Each hut is provided with a raised 
vvarandah, and consists of a bed room, atic, 
{owl-pen, kitchen ond store-room. The cata 
‘shod is 0 two slaped hut witha low plinth, Every 


Into a 


“a 


house hi 
‘The smoko can gez_cut with much dificulty 
‘through the open spsce left at the junction of 


fa centcl hearth to keep the room 
he huts do not hava any windows, 


the walle and the ‘oot: they have some tempo 
Tory huts specilly meant for the menst-uous 
‘women, . The constuction of @ new house and 
the repairing of the cld ones are generally under 
token in the months of April and May fter 
harvest 


‘The villages of the Mundo, the Oraon, the 
kison, the Kharia and the Bhumij in. Sondarga:h 
fand Ranchi do not vary vary much from one 
‘nother, but theY are in. stiking contrast to 
these of tho Murla and the Doila of Bastar 
‘The tribal villages In Sundavgarh and Ranchi 
ire mostly situated in the plains which 878 
invariably undulting, In seme places. they ere 
‘urrounded by the forest and in cther places 
they are Ioeated In the. river valley, Sometime 
Ins dificult to wace the way to. these villagos, 


fis they lie hidden inthe. forest. The _villeges 
ro genoially small In size, varying frem 10 
ovseholds to 100 households. Each villago ie 


divided Into 8 number of tolas (wards) soattered 
‘over n wide aroe. Sometimes the diatance from 
fone tela to, another may be two or three mils 
But the, main village and the tolas form 0 
‘compact unit in ritual, political and ecenomic 
‘otters. - Each village has a encrod grove marked 
by somo symbols and no one Is allowed to cut 
‘4008 from it 


of tho hill Kharias are situated 
shitting 


‘The vilng 


patter, that 
‘eattered in a dofined area, The Khar 
a8 the Munda 


fand the Oraon, the highest te 
fore 


‘The villages in the study ar 


‘are_mest 
heterogeneous, Ina Munda village thore may 
bea fow familles of tho Oreon, tho, Kis 
‘and. other communities, Some families of 
on-tibsl gioup such a6 Lohara (blacksmith) 
‘and Weavers (tant or Jalha) are found in almost 
ail villages. Each tla or wad of a tribal vl 
is inhabited by the families of a single clan, 
‘and. ell villages are invariably of muliclan 
composition. 

‘The residence of the Munda and the Oreon 
{emilles consists of ono or tore then one huts. 19 
‘the caae of Multiplo huts they are bullt one in osch 


“ 


sido of @ quadrangle which is used a3. the 
couit-yard, Tha domicile is fenced on all sides. 
Separeto places are set apart in the house (for 
the pigsty, fowl pen, eattlo shed, end for 
sleeping and seting and stoilng things. 
‘The walls of the houses sre made of mud: and 
tho focf fo thatohed with hend-medo tiles. The 
‘ors are dirk’ inside <s they are not provided 
with windows, The walls aro white washed or 
pelnted with red or yellow clay mixed. with 
feawidung and husks of the peddy. Every tribat 
household, particulaty the Munda keeps the 
domi and fe suroundng_ vey net and 


‘The distinguishing features of a tribal village 
fare the existence of cortain institutions such 28 
the Akhra or the: dancing or meeting place, 
the Savon oF tho bu‘lal ground, the Sorana 

sacred grove and the bachelor’ 


‘The food ‘eaten by tho tribal people veriew 
{rom aeaton to season, They havo No fascination 
{or 0 paiticular type of food throughout tho yoa 
Generally» tho food which. they rake consist 
‘of rlea, pulses such es horso-gram end blacks 
find mills, Besides, they also eat agreat 
varlety of green leaves collected from the foros, 
‘They also. wet vogotebles such e8 brine, gourd, 
pumpkin, swoet potato, tomsto, ridge gourd, 
peas, etc, which they grow in thelr kitchen 
[pardon oF on tho ridges of paddy fields, Thovo 
Who live near forost collact roots and tubers 
Which supplement thelr food 
‘They aro vary fond_of mohwa flower which 
they oat. by bolting or frying oF by mixing with 
‘thar food stuff such as cereals end pulses, They 
1ct_ fruit such eB mango, black berry, 
i and_-bot from the nearby fotosts and 


‘Tho tribe! people gonorally propare a gruol 
by. cooking tle, ragi and hotso-qrem togothor 
‘and eat It. The proparation of rice mixed with 
horse-oram, maize and pumpkin is 0 great 
Golicacy. “Tha Murla and Dorla ate vory fond 
fof maize whish they éat raw or by preparing 
‘gruel out of i 

‘Al the ‘tribal communities of our study area 
cat beet, pork, mutton end chicken. They carty 
fon hinting communslly or individually a8 and 
Shen oeeasion ates or leisure. time is aveilablo. 
10 do 90, 


‘The tbat psopls are fond of drinks In 
‘Bastar, the Muria tap toddy from palmyra palm 
‘and. Sulphi (ago palm). After atuming from 
‘work thoy drink tha juice with great delight and 
forget about the world they liv in. The sluphi 
is highly intoxicating. Hf they are provoked 
‘wen they drunk they donot hesitate to 
commit any murder. Tha Doria are fond 
‘of Palmyra today which thay drink to get rlief 
from tha strain of labour and anxiety. They 
‘also drink mahus liquor which thoy brew at 
the home oF get their supply from the liquor 
shops. The Munda, the Oraon and other tribal 
communitias of Sundargarh and Ranchi region 

accustomad t>. drink ries beer wnich tney 
‘prepare at ham® from the fermented cooked 
‘ig®, As liquor shops sre now sing opened up 
In the tribal. areas the wribal people have given 
tip brewing rice baer and got their requivemonts 
from tha shoos. Wherever Mahws flower Is 
Available thay dist liquor out of It and drink it 


The tribal people uss narcotics to a great 
‘oxtont, In most casos they grow tabacoo and 
rmoget their supply. Sometimes they get thelr 
Foqulremants from tha local mark 


SOCIAL ORGANISATION 


‘The Muria and the Doria: 


‘Among. the Muria, there are. three territorial 
divisions such a8 Raja Muries who live around 
Jagdalpur, Jhorla Murias who tive in the 
interior and tho Ghotul Muriss who live the 
‘moot interior placas. Similarly terrtorial divi- 
sions sre prosont among the Datla. Each 
‘torrorial unit. recognises a. particular tocaity 
1a the centre from which they dispersed and to 
‘this plece the local group Is attached by a sot 
cf ritualt observed at the time of tuner 
ccaremony, 


‘The sacial organisetion of bath the Murias and 
the Dorla are characterised by a dual organisation 
‘which includes two sxogamous moieties. This 
moiety orgenisation in both the communities 
result of an interinsic polarisation of the clans 
Into two major segments. In the moiety 
‘organisation the spirit of the clan and fraternity 
Is mare emphasised. The members of ane moiety 
‘agord those of the other moiety as mansbhal 
‘or akomama. The members of ona moiety 
‘worship seven gods and the other moiety 
‘worships "six gods. The moisties have no 
‘Specific names. Esch molety has three to four 
phate which are locally knowa as. “Birdri™ 


‘or brotherhood. The members. of a phraty 
distinguish themselves. from the members of 
‘other phraties by the number of gods they 
‘worthip. Each phraty has a name of its own 
which, is not always remembered; but It 
identifies by the number of gods worshicped. 
The members of one phretyy worship seven 
gods. the second six gods and the third five 
‘and 99 09. 


Each phratry is composed of @ number of 
patrilineal clans or kar which ate territorial: in 
nature, that i, 

which is called “bhum’ 

8 malntaigta:itri 

‘bhum or home, When eny body of @ perticular 
len dies. the other _membors of the clan visit 
{the orginel bhum for performing = number of 
rites and rituals and for erecting momoral stones 
there, During such gatherings at the cla 
‘bhum the meeting of the clan panchayet is hel 
to diacuss.the affairs ot the clon, Each clan ha 
{2 a0t of clan gods’ and is rotemic. The totems 
{include enimals and plants. 


Each clan is divided into» numder of 
ineages which are patrilineol, Tha members of 
‘each lineege group observe certain ites. in 
common, on occasions of birth, death and 
‘marriage, Each lineage intuin a divided into a 
number of families which are mostly nuclear. 
‘The family is patriarchal and the members of 
te femily Work under the guidance of the 
potarchy. Division of labour Is practived along, 


the 8x line. 


‘of monstruation. This monthly period takes. 
Blece at the age of 19.0r 14. The menstrucus 
woman lives secluded in a specially bullt hut 
for thie curpose. Attor a week of ‘s2clusion 
in each month, she comes back to her’ normal 
life and her onty is) marked by @ putifietory 
bath 


Both the Murla and the Doria are manogs- 
mous. But the occurrence of polygamy is not 
‘uncommon among them, In some cases 
it is resorted to overcome barrenness. In both 
the communities the tribsl endogamy is highly 
favoured, but in the recent times there is. breach 
of this ‘wadition sa result of the impact of 
‘the modern forces. 


Bride price is paid In all pas. of martages 
the martisge Is formalised by having 
Divorce Is allowed 

Either partner can 
cquarelsomeness. end 
‘10 important causes of divorce, 
Diverees aro effected in the village council 
Widow remenage 1s parmited in beth the 


and 
fast at the groom's house 
jn both the communitis, 
seek qlvorce. Adultiy, 


sexual disrd 


{In both the communities there are formal 
councils or panchaysts which regulate. the 
foclal behaviour. The chief functionaries of 
these councils sr6 the Pedds, Pinapedda. Geita 
‘and Gunia. The vilage council distbut 
land among the people of the village. The 
councils of the pares cf a village are autonomous 
{in tome respects but the para mukhias (Headmen 
cof the paras) work in obedience to the Pods, 
(village headmen, 


‘The Munda: The Munda call themselves 
Horo-ko (mea) and their race Horo (men). 
Th patrilineal and patiliocal people 
‘Tho. authority ct the father le supreme In the 
family which generally consists of atoms. and 
Unmatvied childson, Women cannot hold or 
Inherit property, A Munda daughter is entitled 
10 maintenance and het mariage expense ie 
‘borne by her porents, A Munda woman share 


in the economle sctivites ct the emily. She 
works both Inthe field and at home. Her 
poaltion in the ociaty i high and she I 


consulted in. ll now ventures. and. has an 
Important rele 0 ploy In bringing up her 
elie : 


‘The Munda is dlvided Into 2 large number of 
‘exogemous olans ealled_ kill, According to the 
Munda tradition all the members of ill 16 
descadents trom one common ancestor and 
thorofore the clan is excgamous. Boing totemie 
feech clan Is sesoclated with en animal oF 
plant 


‘The Munda observe a number of rituals and 
fostivals which marks the cifferent steges of 
fagticultural operations and life cycle, One of 
the Important rituals is the Jangtope ceremony 
‘which is observed In connection with the bur 
tf the bones inthe village sassn and erecting 
the memoria! stones in such occasion. Tho 
who have to porform this ritual invite al the 
members of his clen trom near and fer. On an 
‘appointed day the congregated relatives go to a 
‘nearby hill and select a piece of large stone 
flab and cany it to the sasan. After observing 
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all ritual paraphornslia they lay on the pit in 
Which charred ones of the deceased were 
buled. Unrestricted drinking and easting. is the 
Ssperciel feature of this occasion and the clan 
solidarity Is revived snd. tevillsed by obseiving 
‘such rituals 


‘The Munda have a let of superstitious beliets. 
All liness, accident or misfortune is attributed: 
to the evil sprlts, When a person is taken 
‘tho Mati (witch diviners) is called into 
‘and prescribe. the remedy. They bel 
Influence of the evil eye and witeh craft. 


Despite all supesstion the Munda a 
cheerful folk and engaged in variety of games. 
‘and diamatic plays. They also beguile thelr 
lelaure in folktale, riddles, ond proverbs. Their 
love-torn gongs, soaked In tendeiness ond 
pathee and sung to. the accompaniment of 
Inetrumontal music and artistic dances adds. 
zest an telish to thelr lite 


The village is a well defined politics! and 
‘administative unit, The unity and solidarity 
ct the village emerge most clearly in relaticn, 
to Government, Its governed by an adminis= 
trative mechanism which not only regulatee 
Ho. within the village. put order the villager 
relations with the outside world. The secuier 
hheadman of the village emong the Mundo le 
called Munda’, ond the religious headman Ie 

‘Tho Munda ie elected. by the 
the post's algo. hereditary. 
He is the ropretentative of the village who 


enjove tenttioe snivice tand, He sett 
regarding all matters 
Penbhara and Telwar to 


‘and cellgious headman of the village, 

‘The Oraon: Tho Oraon commonity 
Into 2 number of exogamous_totemic 
‘ibe which re unilineal, ‘The membership 
‘of a sib is determined by the uniloteral descent 
fetual of putative, with /psof acto obligatiot 
fof an exclusive kind The peculiar tctemistin 
feature Is-the basis of the sib ofgenisatione 
‘which controls the secial and religious affairs op 
this eocley. 


“The incidence of divorce emeng the Oracn, 
‘specially inthe industrial belt, 8 very high 
and it can be initiated by either party. 

‘The tule of Inheritance is that when the heed 
‘of the family dies, the land may be divided 
‘among all hls surviving sons. The eldest eon 
‘dete 2 small plot in excess of his tual share. 


it the sons are born of different wives. the sons 
(of the frst wife get a larger share than the sons 
‘of the sscond wite and so on. A widow cannot 
Inharit any property, but she may be given @ 
share for her maincenance as long ss she lives 
In the house or does nat cemarry. 


‘The whole lineage has the propritory right 
‘over the unoccupied lands and the forest. tacts 
within the village boundary and all tansactions 
fof such lands. -muit be mada with the consent 
of the lingage membars- 

Most of the ailmonts known t9 the Orson are 
believed to. be due to the anger of some ev 
spirit oF to tha micnanisations of witchecat. 
Special witch diviners. Known as Math ax'st in 
‘most villages. Alter tho causa of ailment is 
Giagoniaed, tho particular spit is approached 
fand If tho same witch ia found out th stor is 
‘asked to make amends or Is made 9 leave the 
‘ila 


‘The Oraon tecognise a8 many as ton different 
classes of supernatural powers, The highest 
divinity eeeognised by the Oreon is Dharm. 
‘Tho aphit of the dieassed ancestors occupy the 
‘second position. Thoy are followed in order 
by the village deities, lan spirits, goddess of 
hunting and wat, Khut-bhut or apirit of the 
lineoa. 

The chiet Oraon festival js the Sarhul, which 
Js followad by a. numba: of exremonies, dances 
‘and fostvala, Tho othor main fostval le Soheral 

‘The Oraon have a wall-developed 
organisation and their traditional system of 
social contol is very eficlnt, Every village has a 
panchayat which deals with a number of cases 
fat the village level. A numbor of villages form a 
para whieh Ie also a court t> ‘haar appoals of 
‘the decisions of the village panchayat. t Mas many 
paraphernalia and. tho pacha raja {8 @cognised 
by age and authority, 


‘The Kisan— 

‘The Kisan ae en endogamous tbe 
‘divided into several exogamous clans which 
‘are totami. Thoy do not kil or do any harm to 
‘the totomic objects, They practise cross cousin 
Imaciago and widow marriage among them is 
pormitte, Z 

‘The Kisan at2 influenced by tho Hinduism. 
‘They worsiip the Hindu gods and goddesses 
‘such a8 Rams, Siva and Lakshmi in addition to 
‘their own indigenous. deities. 


‘The Kisan have thelr own political organisa= 
tion. Thero is @ panchayat in each village and 
‘the Panch head. is called Mehato, his assistant is 
called Kotwal. These offices are hereditary. They 
‘settle all eases related to the social, religious and 
political matters. A few villages, taken together 
form the zonal panchayat, called Mandal. The 
Panch heeds of the village panchayats constitute 
the Mandal as its members. Tne too most political 
‘organisation is Kisan Mahssava which consists 
Of all the zonal panchayats 


‘The chia of the Mandals are the membors of 
the M ‘They select from among thom the 
President of the Mahasava and the office bearers. 
‘The Mahesava functions as an appelent court of 
the Mandals ond safeguards the cultuo and 
wadition of the tbe. 


divided into 
tho Hill Karla, 


throe 
Doodh 


sections namely 
Kherla and the Dhonki Khari, based on their 
‘socio-esonamic dovolopment. 


‘The main sources of thoi livelihood are agi 
cultura, colloction of edible roots and tubers from 
the foros and wage earning. Fishing and hunting 
‘fe practised 28 subsidiary occupaticns. The 
Hill Khexia who. used to practiso shifting culti= 
vation have now given it up end subsist on 
fovemt produce, Agricultural Isbour in season 
‘also. supplements their income. The other two 
‘sections of tho trbs practise plough cultivation 
{8 the primary sou'ce of livlinood nd collection 
ff honey and forest produce as supolmontary 
‘Income. In off season they migrate to Assam and 
‘work there in tea gardens. The Kharia tivo in 
clomentary families and are patllinoal, patilocal 
‘and patiatehel, clan organiation and the lineage 
‘syatom which ‘oro the salient 


The Bhurij— 


Te Bhumij a2 ono of 


tho impo- 
nnént tribes of the study area (.e., Sundargarh 


‘and Ranchi, Racially the Bhumij are proto- 
‘auctalold and linguistically kolarion. At present 
tho Bhumij speak and understand Mindi and 
‘cotvupt mixture of Oriya end Bengali, 


umij_ ato agrioultursts. They have thet 
‘own lands, They work, in addition, 68 agricultural 
laboures to supploment thet income, Collection 
‘of minor forest produce is also practised by them 


a 


ECONOMIC ORGANISATION 


Sources of livelihood: 

‘The economic Ife of the tribals under review 
mainly sevolves round thres activities vi. agri- 
culture, collection and sale of minor forest 
produce and manual end industrlal labour. We 
shall present below a brisf account of these 


Settled Cultivations 

The main source cf livelihood of the ‘ibal 
people ie agriculture. Land is very. importent to 
‘them, The tribal people of Kirindul (Gastar) 
Ihave lost thelr land in part and these of Jalds 
(Sundargarh) and Setarenji (Ranchi) in full 28 & 
result of the sequistion of land by the Govern 
ment for the purpose of Balladilla Kron-ore 
project in the first case and Hinduston Steet 
Limited in the second case and HCL and HEC in 
the third case, After_being lendless the people 
‘of these villages have become wage earners in 
the industrial complex of thelr respective areas. 
In tho case of the other villages. included in the 
study, ageculture ccntinues to Be the main 
‘cecupation in addition to the industrial labour 
‘and collection of forest produce which supple- 
‘mont their Income from land. 


‘The method cf cultivation practised by the 
‘Muria and the Dotla is very crude and primitive. 
‘They pay litte. attention to the Chaten (Upland) 
‘and Knet (paddy land) whereas they take some 
‘care of their Bari land (kitchen garden) where 
‘they grow maize fr their household consumption. 
Maize which ie the much sought after crop of 
thete tribes is grown in the kitchen garden. 
‘They grow some vegetables in the kitchen garden 
but that ie all for domestic use, They do not 
‘ive any particulze attenticn to it. In Chatan and 
‘knot lands they never use any manure, wheress 
they apply all cowdung manure to the kitchen 
‘garden. They have never applied any chemical 
fortlzet in any land. They sow the seeds by 
broad cast and. leave the rest of the eperations 
10 the nature fo fake cave. If there is en attack 
Cf poets, they resort to divination (kira puja) 
Instead of applying pesticide because of thelr 
lack of knowledge abcut it. On the other hand 
‘they undortake all the intor cultures in the kitchen 
don to eneure thatthe maize and the vegetables 
‘grow well and they got @ good erep. 

The tribal people of the villages in 
Routkola and Ranchi areas are very industrious 
‘and labourious, They take proper care of their 


land, carry on the necessary inter-cultures, appl 
manure, and iigate the lands wherever the 
facilities ere avalable. They carry head-Icads of 
‘menure from the menue pits in thelr backyard to 
their respective paddy fields which in some 
cones are situated far awey from their homes and, 
They sleo 
principal paddy 
ciop is haivested. They utilize the banks and 
‘lleys of the rivers snd_hillstreams for growing 
Vegetable. Recently they have expanded vegetable 
‘growing for the purpose of sling them in the 
Industrial zone. Formerly, there wos no outlet 
‘of the vegetebles in substantial quantity, That is 
why they were growing vegetables in limited 
‘quentity which wes sufficient for thelr home 
consumption. 


The vegersbies grewing in the villeges of 
Chutietola and Laknotcle of Rourkela and Reldin 
id Newtali of Ranchi is very much cxtensive 
‘and. spéctecular improvement has taken place in 
‘the economic life of the tribal people ee a result 
Cf their business in vegetable in the nearby 
Industrial centes. In these areas the tibal 
people are interested in mechanised egriculture 
‘and in fect seme formers a irrigating thor fan 
DY means cf pumps and irtigation wells. which 
‘of through the help 


‘They have taken to grewing _meny néw kinds 
fof vegetables and cereals such es potato end 
‘wheat which they hed never grown before, The 
‘egricutural imprevement which we notice teday 
Jn the villages orcund the Industrial belts ere 
Iergely dve to the incentive which tho Induety 
thas provided. But the same ie 
‘eveilable to the Kirindul village in 
The Bailedilla ivcn-ore project ie at e stone's 
threw distance from the village. But the trlbal 
ppecple or nctin tho least respensive to this 
Incentive and their agriculture is below the 
subsietence level and Is. 28-primitive as one can 
‘easily think of. 


We have noticed that the Muila have litte 
kkneck for conying cn agriculture in the proper 
manner. Theit interest lies more in the 
possession of land and cattle in bulk and nctin 
there proper development. They cerry on their 
griculture pursult and kitchen gerden in s very 
perfunctory manner. Contested to them the 
‘Munda, the Oraon andthe Kisan exhibit great 
sll end industry in thelr agticulturel pursuit. 
‘We have here clearly two different cultural types 


Which mak all the difference in the mattr of 
thoir response to the Industial incentive for 
aGricultural development 


Besides these causes, it 
‘the dotals of land nolding sizo, 
Yield fom land and. seasonal i 
Vities and’ some of the cultural factors such a8, 
‘cultural heritage, belief system and cognitive 
orientation which throw light on the cross 
cultural differences in the fold of agriculture, 


Size of Land Holding 


doar os life. to the. tribal poop! 
over india, Tho tribes of the study villages aro 
ot an exception to, this hunger for land: 
Accotding to the anelyai of the size of the lond 
holding we can. divide the tribal people into 
‘tive categorios : 


Land ia 


1, Landloss 


land owners 


2, Marginal and » moderate 
(011000 acres.) and 


Except Nakulnar village where the large 
‘majority of the tribal people fall into the category 
(of large land owners, all other villages show 2 
pathetic condition. The percentage of the tribal 
population of ‘these villages falling into the 
‘categories of landless and. marginel/moderate 
land holdings varies ftom 75 to 100. Tha land~ 
lessness and scanty land holding is. most in 
Chutiatols and Laknotola of Rourkela and 
Nawatoli of Ranchi Industral areas. The condi- 
tion in Raidin of Ranchi roa, Jadokudar of Rourkela 
area in terms of land holding is equally misera 
More than three-faurth of the population 
Bando and Kirindul villagos fall within 

categories. of landless and —merginal/modi 
land holders. The percentage of landless people 
In these two villages is grostor then that 
‘obtained in othor villages, 


in 
the 


Tho acute shortage cf land In Chutiatola ond 
Lokhotola is. duo to the uxtonsive acquisition of 
land in those villages by the Rural Diary Extension 
Farm and in tho case of Nowatall tle due to 
8 reaton of acquisition by the heavy 
intalled 


tho 90 
‘engineering corporation Ranchi 
Kirlndul has met the ladila 
Iron Ore Project has acquired most of ite. land, 
‘The industrial establishments paid compensation 
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‘to the tribals whose lands. were acquired. But 
‘not knowing how to invast the amount in the 
eductive manner they squandered away the 
‘money in no time and they were aldo. exploited 
by the scrupulous merchants and business men, 
‘Among the villages which have been affected by 
‘the process of land acquisition in the wake of 
Industrial development, Chutiatclo, Laknotola and 
Nawatola are the worst sufferers, pecauso here 
‘the er capita land holding ie on an average halt 
‘an acre. Compared with the ebove this villeged 


Kirindul ts ina better condition. Hete, tho 
‘Por capita land holding is iveo times larger than 
‘what is noticed in the three vilegos, What 


‘8 suggested trom tho analysis la thot the 
mere holding of land in bulk doos not provide 
sufficlent incentive for improving agtcultural 
practices. Other infrastructures euch a8 lq 

and credit facitios are ale necessary, 


But 
What is most needed is the cultural heritage of 
the ethnic unit which hes the habit of devoting 
to egricultural practices and knéck for adopting 
Innovations in this regard, 


‘Tho kisan of Sundargarh district aro the best 
cultivators, They inhabit Chutiatola and 
Lakhotola in large majotiy, Even though 
‘thoy have lost most oftheir land by the process 
‘of land acquisition which hes been @ matter of 


‘reat concer to thom, but they ate not 
disheartened and do not do their agricultural 
works in a perfunctory | manner, They have 


demonstrated 
‘agricukue, 


their skill and industry in 
They have changed their agricultural 
Dactices according to the needs of the time, 
‘adopted sgricutural innovetions readily which 
were placed within ther reach and demonstrated 
thelt skill and. industry. by utilising whatover 
resources available to them in the bast possible 
manner. Further they have. Intensified the lend 
‘we by putting ll the available land under 
cultivation and putting them undor double, 
cropping of 9 variety of crops end vegetable 
Compared with them the Murle of -Klrindul 
rotont a sluggish picture, They have. kep: 
3572 acres of land fallow and the practice of 
cropping is out of question, On tho 
tho picture that emorgos from the enalysis 
is that the intonsity of land use is on tho low 
sido in the study villages of wher 
It ison the igh side in the study villages of 
Sundargarh and Ranchi. The Baster villges lag 
{far behind whilo the Sundorgarh and Ranch! 
villages are far advanced in the matter of double 
cropping, 


‘Besides the intrest and cultural habit of the 
‘ethnic units, the ecological factor determine the 
progress in agricultural development, Tho 
Boster villages are lacking in ligation facilities 
‘and therefore ag bobind in agricultural 
Improvements. But this {8 not s0 in the ca%0 
‘of the Sundargarh ond Ranchi villages. The 
Kool lift itigation scheme and the  itigation 
wells sunk in the Sundargarh vilages have been 
helpful to the farmers In_cartying on cultivation 
‘ind growing double crops In their lands 
‘Aawured sources of irigation ie an 
important factor favouring agricultral develop-y 
‘mont. 


Tho study villages have. changed very title 
{in cropping pattern. Evon the villages within the 
‘orbit of the industrial influence do not show any 
ftructural change Inthe pattern of agricutut 
Everywhere paddy remains to be the principal 
crop grown’ with the other cereals and millet 
fa sual, The new crops euch os wheat and 
potato and cortain vegetables such as cauliflower 
fond tomato which are grown in Chutiatola and 
Lakhotola do not. cover any extensive ates of 
very great significance. The continuity of the 
aditional cropping pattern is due to the 
‘continulty of the old food habe and taste, and 
temall land holding, 


‘That the twibal agriculture is tadition-bound 
‘and primitive is evidnet from the yield of paddy 
fand millets per acte of land in the study. villages. 
‘The analysis shows thet the study villages. of 
Bastar dietict have a very poor yield of the 
Coreals, millets and othor crops grown there: But 
the situation gots better In the case of the 
villages. in Sundargarh and Ranchi. ditricts. 
‘The low yield of tho crops in the villages of 
Bastar dstlet is due tothe adversities of ‘the 
terrain and the negative human factors which 
‘re not 60 much there in the Sundergah and, 
Ranchi areas a8 ae found in the Bastar villages. 
‘The anolyals of the occupational pattorn in. the 
study villagoe shows that itis mostly agriculture 
foviented, The bulk of the population in all the 


Village is in the agricultural vector, which includes 
cultivation of lind and agricultural labour, A tow. 
in the industrial "pelts a8 


Some are employed 
‘a forest labour and in rood work, There is very 
lite of occupational diversification inspite of 
the establishment of the many industrial 
‘compionas in the tribal areas, The. tribal people 
‘are rarely employed in the industil setting because 
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they leek necessary skill to take up skilled works 
Jn the industrios and they fall to get even the 
‘unskilled works euch a6 earth work, road 
building, cartage, otc. which done 
mostly by outside labourers. The tribal 
people in general show mo commiment 
fo the industrial sottings and. the authorities 
fare east concerned with the development in 
‘the tibel communities of this. commitment 10 
‘the industiial labour and dlecipine 


| the wake of industrial dovelopment in 
Rourkela and Ranchi many villages have been 
igplaced, Our study Includes two such village 
wy are Jolda in Rouikela ond Setarenji_ in 
Ranchi. It wae the responsiblity of the. indu- 
sirial management to rehabilitate the people of 
these atfocted villages and provide suitable 
‘employment to thom... Our study of those two 
howe thot out of 1431 adults only 
‘employed in agriculture end industry 
the remaining 680 persons are tll 
linemployed. Both the workers and mons 
‘workes show considerable dissatisfection 
towards the state of affeis exiting in tho 
industria eoting. For most of those who are 
‘employed in the industry. the induatrial tabour 
Js not to ther liking because the working hours 
‘and the service alisiplines are in general not in 
Conformity with their habits and ways of ite 
‘They feel the industrial labour very much taxing 
fend monotonous and very often remain absent 
from work without prior permission for which 
they lose their wages. With the result this 
becomes one of the msjor causes of thelr die 
‘satisfaction with the industial management 
For those who are unemployed the feeling of 
oprvation is most acute. They see. that many 
‘outers are employed in the industial setting 


tnd lend a doscent fe whereas being the 
criginal snes of the area. they are without 
job and load @ precarious. tife, They become, 


‘envious of the employed and hostile to the 
‘employers employing them. 
Co-operative Labour 

Co-operation and unity is the characteristic 
feature of tribal fife, We have examples of 
co-operation in tho tribal societies of the study 
villages. In the villages. of Bastar district wo: 
notice that if any one in the. village needs labour 
in his field ho informe it in the vllago meeting. 
On the appointed day the villagers work in his 
flold ond in return for thar service the man gives 
‘8 gost oF pig which the villagere together uso 
Jn a communal feast and. hare the food. 


In Ranchi and Rourkela aroas there 


wonderful system of co-operative labour, By 
{this few families form a group which is called 
‘ panch. Thore may be one or more than one 


pinch in ach tola of village depending upon 
‘The panch is nothing but a work team 

{and the membo's of the tosm help each othor 
in agricultural operations and other occasions. 
Tho man employing tho work team has to 
provide rice, ioe byer and dal to the workors 
for thelr food after the work is 

pinch elso is rocrulted by tho othor 
pinches ond outsidors to take up work in tholr 
fields. Tho samo system of paymont by food 
gifts la followod in the later ponch and extra 
ppanch focruitmonts. The procoss of industl= 
Alisation has vory much weakened tho panch 
fystom ond in-many tril vllagos it ie almost 
dofunct and tho labourers demand payment in 


eth and taka. up work on individual basis. 
In Ranchi ‘area the Co-operative systom ie 
called ‘Madd’ (help) and  oparationally it ie 


yma as. that observed In tho. Basta villages. 
Rociprocity and mutuality of obligation is the 
‘main principle by which tho systom of Madad 
‘operates. Tho employer feeds the employed 
{return for thele labour and each and every family 
jn vllage is entitled to avail of this system a8 
‘and whon needed 


Income: 

‘AS pointed out above the main sourcos of 
Income’ of the tribal communities of tho study 
villages are agriculturo, agciculturst and industrial 
labour and minor forest produce, 


‘Tho analysis of tho Incoms patton shows 
‘that the annual income variee from one villaga 


‘to the other and the per erpita income In tho 
villages which ato situated close to. the 
Industria! setting is higher. than thet of tho 
villages which are far away fiom it. Tho 


Income from Industral labour is not substontal 
In any case except for colonias in which tho 
dleplaced persons aro rehabiltatod who depend 
fon Industrial labour, Some villagos within the 
Industial zone hove increased. thelr Incomo 
‘rom land by growing vogotabla and saling thom, 
In tho, industrial towns. 

Food Supply: 

‘AS tho staple food of the tribal communitios 
‘under study ‘is riee, we havo cogverted all their 
Goes annual income ftom various eources to 
feash and thon t0 rice equivalent in Kgs. at tho 
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ailing market price, This gives the annual 
supply of food in rice. ‘Then wo calculated the 
‘annual amount of consumption by taking int 
‘consideration the standard intake of food of 
Porsons bolonging to different ago-grades, 

This analysis shows’ that of the 10 villages 
‘under study, Jada, Sataranji, Raldih and 
LLakhotola villages havo surplus of food whereas 
the remaining oF in deficit of food. The 
firt thr villages. have takon the ost adyan- 
tage of the Industrial complox by_oarning 
bstantiolly from Industral about. Tho last 
‘one has improved its income by canying on 
business In vegetable in the nouby_ induct 
town, In somo casos such as Kirindul and 
Nawatoli tholr proximity to the industri contres| 
hhas not improved thelr economic condition a 
expected. 


‘Two roasons 


Important for their economio 
backwardnoss. First, the agriculture which 
thoir main source of livelihood is rost_ primitive 
and the income from this source is below the 
Tovol of subsistence. . Second, the people have 
‘ot token advantage of tho Bailadila Iron Oro 
Project which has great potentialios for 
bringing about change in their economic lite. 
‘The people coming from outside to this 
area_are employed in the project and earn 
substantially and live a prosperous life, whoreas 
‘the local tibals derive little benefit from it, 


‘They are not skilled to take up works in the 
Indust. Tho contractors and othet agencies 
prefer outsiders to the local tribals ecduso 
‘they consider tho tibals lazy and theit is 
‘much los than thst of the migrant labour. 
Infact, the works In which tho tribal people 
Would prove well have not boon explored and 
their intorost in the industrial labour and 
commitment. to. the Industial discipline have 
fnot boon developed: Their way of life fs of 
special naturo whlch is in contradiction to. the 
‘Industrial way of life, In ordor to got tho tribal 
people interested in the industrial Tabour what 
is roquitod la to provide such works which 
‘are In. conformity with tholr thought-waye and. 
‘Work-ways 80 thet thoy can apply tho knowledge 
and experience of thelr cultural background 
to thelr economic advancomont. 

Food Intake: 

‘The anslysis of the food intako by the simple 
familios of tho study villago for a period of 
fone woek shows a marked doticlonoy in milk 
land meat and sufficiency In corests. 


Being undet-nourished the cows do not yield 
‘any milk. Moreovor, the tribals do not evince 
any interest in milk and mik products, The 
forest is completely danuded and therefore 
hunting is only practised to mect the ritual 
sstistaction. The tibal people sell whatever 
‘vegetables o:olleeeds thoy grow for césh, and 
Very litte of them is used for consumption, That 
ia why tho tribal people present a. picture of 
‘cut deficiency of protin and calory in the 
food intake. The malnutition and undor-nowtish 
‘ment of the tribal people are reflected in. their 
low working capacity and susceptibility to dis 
‘gs like intestinal disorders which occur in the 
‘greatest severity, 


‘The study of tho monthly eyele and seasonal 
calendar of activities shows that the period of 
fcarclty coincides with the time of harvest In 
Which Intensive. Input of labour in various egtl- 
‘cultural operations is required, 


This results in. further breskdown of heath 
‘and. vigour which ore expressed in retarded 
‘growth, anemia, anxiety and reduced divca 
atance, One of the Important by-products of 
tho nuvitional deficiency is. the. anxiety and 
pevehologicel stress which gives ribo to overt 
hostility and aggression with slightest provocation. 


‘Activitios and Months 

‘There was 9 total numberof 6,610 obeawations 
which include all tho theo categories of acti~ 
vie’ economie, Noutehold and ptsnsl and 

ute. OF them the economie activities number 
£2000 (298092), howsnly and personal wet 
vies number 1,408 (260%) and lesure number 
3035 (47°54) observations, Thi imple that 
moro time wee devoted to loigurosetvitis than 
any other activity, followed by economic, house 
hold and poteonalactvitice, The long span of & 
hours devoted to sicap at night which is included 
in tho loisue actiitis oxpain. why this oroup 
of activities number greater observations than 
the other two 


‘Taking months separately Into. consideration 
wo Obseye that in January and March they 
Gov0te More timo to leisure than to the other two 
‘activities. In February end Apiil although more 
time I¢ devoted to leisure the time devoted to 
‘economic activities in these months is greater 
{han that in the months of January and Match. 
But a8 we have included night in the lisure 
‘activites, it counter balances the normel dstribu- 
tion of sctvitice, The data on the work habit of 


the tibals chows that the emount of time devoted 
to different activities is laigely guided by their 
economic life. Being relatively static in all 
‘agpeots the tuibsl eociety observes a momthly 
‘hythm of work activities year. after year. This 
rhythm of work Is vely little. effected by the 
process of Industialization because the participa 
tion of the tbal people inthis process. is. not 
very much significant 


It ala0 reveals thet early morning is. mainly 
‘devoted to household and personel activites + 
‘morning and afternoon to economic activities; 
‘noon, evening and night to leisure ectivites 
‘This work patton follows the seme rhythm 
‘of work throughout the year except during lean 
priods when more time is devoted to leisure 
‘than economic activities 


On the whelo. the data reveats that tho tribe! 
‘people oxort considerable effort in thelr produce 
tivo activities. They put hard lebour in somo 
houre in some months. But they do light work 
In semo hours in scmo months, Therefore wo 
can infer from this that the work habits of the 
tribal people are nct governed by their will end 
ploasure but by the environmental. conditions 
‘of their habitat, They spend as much timo ot 
work 08 they fool they must to moet the neods 
‘of their if. In_addition, they work a8 much a 
ia required considering tho. ccmpelling demends 
fof the envionment: Thus the tribal pecple 
‘adhore in a largo mesaure to the pattern of taking 
‘their easeat that own pleseure, 


‘Monthly Activiti 

‘The tribel people divide the year into four 
periods each having three months. A short 
‘account of this is given here. 


January to March: 

‘The tibal people harvest end thresh peddys 
horsegram, Jower and mustard. Duting this 
petied they plough and éow wheat, transplant 
Vogotebles end collect tamarind, Their food is 
‘composed mainly ef rloo which Is hervested 
Suting this petiod, Mohua flower end. Laha is 
being collected from tho forest, They eat Mehue 
flowere ator boiling. They also mix tamstind to 
rmeko gruel which they cemmonly teke. The 
ried mahus flower is being preserved for 
‘ecngumption in rainy season 28 well as for 
Gistilation of liquor, Some vegetables ara 
produced and marketed during this period. In 
‘thie peried the food is plenty. 


‘April to June: 

‘They do not have any_msjor crop 10 harvest 
‘except whest, potato and vegetables. But during 
this period thay plough and manure the fields. 
uring this period they collect mahua flower, 
‘maha seeds, Keconja seeds, tamarind and Laha 
‘The sowin3 of paddy and preparation of nurse'y 
beds are boing dono. This is a. transitions! 
pariod, because the food supply becomes scarce 
{In June, The quantity of food intake is reduced 
making the p20plouahappy and unhealthy, 
Thoy roploaiah the dit by eating mango and 
{nck fruite wich aro avaliable in this peciod. 


July to September: 

‘This poviod requires hardest labour as most of 
Important agricultural opotations such as pudding, 
‘wangplanting of ragi and paddy, sowing of 
‘groundnut, blackgram, samsi and jowar end 


loads very precarious life in this period for 
want of food. Tho works are heey and the 
food supply is extremaly scarce, They have to 
work in hungry stomach. In these months a large 
number of eases of ‘morder and suicide among 
tho Murla take place. 


‘October to Decomber: 

During these months ragi, biackgram, somai 
‘and paddy are hervested. So the food situation 
is improved to a great extent. During this peviod 
they plougs ond sow horsegram and mustard. 
They star ploughing for rabi cops. i.e, whest, 
potato and vegatables. Their diet In this season 
‘is composed of regi, Samai and rice. 


The economic life of the tribal people is 
marked by a rhythm of s fow fat_ months when 
food is available in plenty followed by lean 
‘months when the food supply is scarce. It 
| our observation. that in 8 year as many es 
ight mentns are months of scarcity and only 
{four months are monthe of plonty, 


Indebtedness: 


in of indebtedness passe. trom” génerstion 
‘to gonération. The main caus? of their inded- 
tedness Is theit incresing demand” for cash 
needs as the bartar economy of the tribals hes 
‘boon replace d by monay economy. They have 
‘boen influenced by the civilised world outside 
‘them, The inaccessible tribal areas have 
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been opened up by the development of road 
communication. Wavee after waves of none 
Uibsl people enetated into the ineror pata 
cof he tribal ees and started business. in new 
commodities withthe tbal people. Slowiy” they 
Jnvoduced money economy. end tve tibale felt 
the need for cash at an increasing tate, To 
rset the e2sh needs they borowed from traders 
fon kind terms, Thoy went on paying tho 
imorest but never the capita. It so. happened 
that the emount of debt passed on trom fathor 
{0 son and f9 the grand son and the wibal 
people were under evict obligation to regularly 
Ov tothe money-lendere whetever amount of 
‘money they demanded, Finding no other source 
bby which to poy tho debt the tidal people 
mortgaged or 8914. their Tand to the non-tfbals 
fpainet the. law prohibiting. auch raneactions 
However, in the long run the tbat people 
bocame impoverished. and their cconomic 
condition went from bad to worte. Of courgs, 
Governmental sources ko co-operative societies, 
and land development banks extend loon 
facilities 10 the wibsls. But most of it is 
exploited by the midale men and merchants 
who have made fortune at the cost of the 
ibe! people. Moreover, the tribal people are 
fesitu of receiving loan’ from the co-operetive 
societies. Their Beit is thet the co-operative 
society puts their propery to public auction if 
they donot pay the loan timely. Like. any 
other people the tibole consider i most 
readtul. oat is why thoi Wwanssction with 
the co-operative societies is very much reticle, 
wiserees ther tansaction with the focal_ money 
lenders who donot put them to any uch 
Inaessment is very much extensive 


‘Some recommendations: 

1. tts necessary to give the tvibal commu: 
nities particulerly those who have been displaced 
fom thels hearth and home proper place in the 
‘mining and indusvist complex. The unskilled 
twibals should be mado skiled by imparting 
training and knowledg® about technical know 
how through taining Institutes which should bo 
established in the mining end industrial towns 
ios 


2. A scientific study of the life and culture 
‘of ths tribal communities inhabiting the Bailadila 
‘mining area and Rourkela and Ranchi industri 
‘es needs to be done to find out their social 
‘and economic organization, and thele aptitude, 
habits ond customs so that this knowledge mey 


be utilized with profit 10 evohe suitable 
progremmes and siistgies fo: thelr development 
{and for their partiipstion in the mining and 
Industrial sorvices. 


3. Afew outuider have been camrying on 
business in money lending end the iterate 
ibsla who have fallen in their grip ore 
exploited beyond mossure. Tho practice of 
money lending by the private sgencies should 
be benned forthwith and in its place 
the Government should evolve as 2 top priority 
‘comprchensive programme of credit facility 
Biming et extending financisl assistance i the 
form of short and long tem loans to the tibals 
for mesting thei daly necessities. and improving 
‘their egrculture, animel husbendry end cottage 
Industry. 


4, The alums in which the displaced tribals 
‘are rehabilitated are not fit for human hebitation. 
‘The tribals, who were tho original setiers of the 
plece were moden residential querters provided 
(with all feclitieg such as yoed, light, water 
feupply, market. school, hospitel, library, and 
community centre have beén constructed for 
‘the gecupation of the immigrants working in the 
Industy, have no place in thie township: end 
retreated in such a manner os it they ore 
{foreign 10 this place. In the fitness of things 
that is urgently needed 8 to provide similar 
residential accommodation and facilis to the 
diepleced tribals, and their colony med 
Jntegral pit of the spat township at Rous 
‘and H. E,C, township of Ranchi 


la 


5. The Wibel communities should be encou- 
1d and provided ecope for taking part_ in the 
clubs, eulturel ofganisation end community 
centres which are established in the Bollea 
fand Ispat and H. €.C. townships. exclusively 
forthe non-tribal staff and workers of these: 

ions. The joint paticipetion of ‘the 
‘and the non-tibals In staging cach 
fothers dences, music and clays in euch centres 
‘would net only entich the vatiety “shows but 
tito lead to undetstancing sech other better, 
and fellow feeling end emotional inegration with 
‘ono another. 


'. In on® of the publications of the Rowtkele 
steel plant it is stessed that “Rourkela steel 


on 


men through forming # homogeneous _commu~ 
nity want to pressive their regional cultures, 
lengusges and traditions”. By this tney rightly 
‘mean that Inia nas always becn heterogenous. 
in toms of race, language, religion and culture. 
‘The exsenes of indian unity lies inthis diversity 
‘and any attempt towards unity to succed must 
be within the framework, of this culture religious 
and ethnic plurstiem. 


Some statements such #5 those ment 
above do not foster inter ethnic. integration. 
Emotional integrat'on dors not flow from admini- 
tative conteol or it does not eke piace 90 
result of economic development eliher: it is @ 
‘wo-way process and requires. understending 
feech others common and consistent set of 
‘valucs, norms end attitudes and adjustment on 
‘the pert of the multitude of ethnically end cultu- 
rally discrete cemmunitis. It grows out of 
‘ueteined Ingeraction between diferent commu 
nities. 


‘The adjustment, interaction, the values. and 
norms mentioned above have to be put into 
jprectice bY the non-tribel_ majority. section of 
‘the industriel township if the confidence of the 
iba i to be gained and if they are to be 
‘Grawn to the lrmidst, In no cultural nctivities 
‘and performances which are reported in News 
Bulletin of the Industrial townships do. wo heve 
peiticipation of the tibals of the region. The 
Social and welfare facilities availble in the 
Industral towmshipe including services in the 
‘mining and industial projects are monopolies 
bby the non-tibels neglecting tho. tribal 
communities in large measure. A great deat 
fof whet is happening in Rourkela and other 
places todey and the growing tension and. mille 
{ant egitation which we come across among the 
tribals ate related to their fear of losing thelr 
‘cultural heritage and to the haressment and o 
sloittion 0 which thay are subject. What kind 
Of sttitede, end what kind of policy we should 
‘adopt in tegatd tothe industal areas largely 
Gepend upon the factors which seem to be 
reeponsibie for the weakness. in_trine-non-ttibe 
Understanding and their co-ovdination at 
different levels for emotionsl. integration and 
technological advencement. It is only bY 

scientific study of their problems in depth that 
we could indentity and define the factors which 
{aclitating and hinder emotional integration. 


‘A study of this type would slso enable us 
lovin ways ond mene BY which to forthe 
‘co-ordinatedapproach, intr ethnic adjustment and 
‘emotional integration, 


7, The last but not the least suggestion ie 
‘to havo on the staff of the mining and. industrial 
complex an anthapologist who would guide 
such studies, and look Into the tibel probleme 


in all their ramifications 60 that the inter ethnie 
Interaction is promoted and sustained on the 
besie of mutual understanding and smoother 
‘approach. His expertise may also be utilized 
for formultting sultablastratogios for tribal 
development and examining the mult-dimen- 
‘sional implications of any. solution to. tribsl 
probleme which would proceed hend in hand 
‘with tho technological advancement 
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APPENDIX 
TABLE No-3 
Average tandholding size per family and per cepita tandholding 


vilage No. of Total Tots! extent Average Per capita 
families population of land size of nd tand 
(acres) holding per holding 


emily 
0 a ® 6) C) 
Kivindat 2037218 744 7 
Nakulnar a Te 1250472172308 
Bond ee 615100 
Jedakuds 09 729 nz 94 60s = 082 
Chutiatola 281 9999 244 040. 
Laknotoln ca AE AT 9825 444064 
Raiaih 46 293 248-88 5a (08 
Naworol la fae. az: 9551 3 085 
APPENDIX. 
TABLE No-# 
Intensity of land-use, 
village ‘Total extent of Total Intensity of Area sown Percentage 


land (including land-use more than 10 net 


‘once cultivable 


1008 
co) @ ) ) 
4, Ririndu ge 23928 5 
2, Nokulnar . 128010 64810 74 
3, Banda 21632 15415 Re 
4, Jadakudar : esr45 59746, 208, 
5. Chutiatola t see 12028 38:27 
6. Lakhotola 9825 e725 
7. Raid re ee et 
8. Nawatoli . s581 10356 1084311051198 


“includes an extent of 12°65 acrés of land leased out to the cultivators of Lakhotola duting 
tabi seeson. 


APPENDIX-1 
Teble No-B 
Cropping _pettern 


Crops Kirindl Nakulnar Banda Jadekudar Chutie- 
tole 
o 7 © © © © 
Paddy +» 10690 92600 6247 S03e2 8717 7450 16040 71:80 
Samal + 8905 17880 2595 F608. «060-780 (078 
Gatka + 9325 MBO, Mane we tet 
Sikma ee. oe Ws 
Jower 5 e113 i ‘ 


er os 6070 075 «3150 880 2H 

“oo a Ret Tat Wai - 930 880 

Regi ‘ es te tee Tao. “ahso) 878. 

Groundnut ns «100 400 fe 
@Redoam See ORR, ey eee a Ge 

Gram a8 OW att, atte of 
Wheat es See Sree eS asin etsy = Oe, 

Potato es are = 685 @. 110 180 
Mustard ee ee 100,078 

TW a Sr see: wo + 650 105 

Vegetables + 1978 08H 200 B80 

Total ++ 23825 64510 18415 69748 12028 8760 22570 10958 


‘Note—" In an extent of 470 wheat was grown and 


@Inan extwat 795 potato was grown in lessed in land trom Chutistola in the Ré 
‘Season. This has not been included in individual crops of thi vi 
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APPENDIX 


TaBle 10 
DEMAND AND SUPPLY OF FOOD 
_ (Food 639) 
vilages Total Annual Food Annuct Food Surplue/Deficit Surplus/Defi- 
requirement supply ("iee) of food rice et in days 
(ee) Kos. Kot 
c) @ 6 © 
280 50456580 38541110 —24916470 15206 
{ais t08.e86000  s6.989901 —sa192409 —17831 


204 60.846760 30.808600 20048439 © —14364 
1,549 408401240 699.2530 ++294,852960 -+260-16 
251 67,489°960 1725872 934 
163 38,907540 E1g08e116 4141-60. 
720 198,098640 —84,006456 9950 
969 247,785360 pragoaee4o + 21984 
203 (75,566220 $16096088 +4775 
172 46657200 40,366988 © 6300216 —4929 


‘Note—Standard requirement of ice per mes! 
CChitd—(09 years) 0-166 Ko. 
‘Adolescent—(10—14 yeors) 0250 Kas. 
‘Adult—(16 and above) 0500 Kas. 


APPENDIX | 
TABLE 11 


‘Showing Sufficiency and Deficiency in percentage of food intake of 
is Vilioges of Rourkela and Ranchi Industriel Belts 


ven Tribal 


Food Neme  Jadakuder ChutiatolaLakhotola Jalda Ridin NawotoliSataranii 


@) 20) 99) (40) (8) 1) (30) 
Oy @ ) o © © a ®) 

Conse. FSS) HG FITS HSS +201 4827 HAN 
Pulses —m9 —082 —%5 928 —27 = —734 
Vegetables +1237 4er1 4407 1214 
Moat/Fish 087 —ms (+324 
Sugar/Jaggery 331 1000 864 
ilk 1000 1000 “1000 
il/Fate 887 72 891 
Caloey 87 116 0-237 
Protein —se4 2  —82 
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APPENDIX. 
TABLE-13 
‘Months and: Activities 


Months Eoonomie Household? Leisure Total 
‘Activities parsonal 
tetivites 
o) oO) @ o © 
January zy a8 320 708 1,306 
(25:83) (2308) (61108) (100-00) 
February a5 201 281.044 
(9088) (223) (4678) (10000) 
March 465, a a7 1,680 
(278) (2030) (5202) 100°00) 
Ail m 4a 852,100 
: (2768) avi) (424) (10000 
Total é 2,009 140s 3098-6 610, 
(00°88) (2¥'60) (47°54) (100-00) 
APPENDIX: 
TABLE-14 


‘Time period and activities 


Economic Housohold/ Leisuro—Totol 


tivities pertonal 
ay GS) 
Early Morning 833 471,088, 
(630 0. m, to 7°90 n,m) (770) (4'3)—_(100-00) 
Momina c 215 226 1,085 
(7°20 a.m. 0 12°90 p.m) “ (198) (208) (10000) 
Noon di 8 783 1,085 
(1230 p. m. to 2:30 p,m) “ (72) (722) (10000) 
‘Afternoon 183 408 (1,085 
(290 p. m.to 630 p.m) (at) (874) (10000) 
Evening , 124 593 1,085. 
(630 p. m.t0 790 p.m) ns (14) (647) (10000) 
% 1,040 1,086 


Night & 
(7°30 p.m. to 40 p.m) e (88:3) (10000) 


140o 3008 6.510_ 
(29) (475) (10000) 


Total a 


APPENDIX-1 
TABLE-15 


Indebtedness and Sources of loan 


Bank/ Private Others Kind Loan Total No. Actual No, 


Villages 
Takkavi of of 
beneficiaries families in 
debt 
a @ ® 8) m @ 
- Kirindul i “ 
Nekulner oe 4 rm 7 i o 4 4 
(2.10000) (2:10:00) (2,100°00) 
Banda * 1 . 4 v 1 6 6 
(800°00) (16000) (a07000) (66000 & 
30-000 Kas.) 
Jadokuder 6 6 8 4 6 29 28 
(1,900°00) (19,960'00) (1,826'00) (926'00) (492000) (24,001-00 & 
492:000 Kos.) 
Chutiatole 3 1 1 1 12 10 
(60000) (7,420:00) (90000) (400:00) (10:00) | (9.82000 & 
100:000 Kgs.) 
Lakhotola 3 3 3 8 - 7 4 
(1.90000) (686'00) (70000) (2.64000) (6,706'00) 
7 Raid Boma a) | a7: # 1 82 an 
(631600) (66000) (12,147-00) (871500) (18,117.00 & 
37°80 Kgs.) 
3. Nawatolh 5 6 a s 10 e 
(89:00) (8.02000) (3.82000) 


‘Note—Figuros in the parantheses represent amount 


APPENDIX:2 


‘A small project on the Float Ore for the economic development of the Murla of 


Out of the major national undertakings 
ladila tron Ore Project under the sdgis of 
National Mineral Develogment Corporation was 
‘started In this area, to develop the fobuleusly 
leh end Immense reseryes of Iron ore In the 
Bailedila Range. Some estimates. put the 
sexves at about 3,000 milion tonnes of direct 
‘shipping oes In this tenge, concentrated mainly 
{in feurteon groups of deposits, 


Under tho first pheso of this dovologment 
NMDC. doveloped the depcsit 14 Mine, cs 
‘completely mechanised mine with on ultima 
targotted preduction capacity of 4 million tonnes 
of sized ore per your for the purpcee of export 
to Japan. A seccnd mechanised mine cf sii 
‘cepscity ot Deposit 6 is under construction, 


However, In such highly mechsnised mines, 
‘the personnel requirement ie only cf tho every 
shilled ‘ype rained in the. operation end 
‘maintenance of tho vatious sophisticated and 
highly cutomatic-mechines equipments and 
plane. 

‘The locel tribal population being mostly 
‘without such an educational background has 
been largely left out of the scope of this 
‘employment opportunity 

However, besides the mechsnised moans of 
Production from tho main ore bodies, NMDC. 
has elso been engaged in caring out mining 
‘oparations on some of tho float ore depcsits 
‘along the eastern flanks of the range 


Thes® float ore deposits are nothing but 
‘concentration of lion oFts, which got detached 
from the main ore bodies at the hillstop end 
then rolled down the slopes and deposited in 
‘oll in thickness. of 1 10. 10 motes. Iron oro, 
hore, occurs in the form of pebbles ond boulder 
‘of vorving sizes embeded in ol, individual 
ppockots extending from 200 motres to 1 km. of 
‘even. more in width. Such ore bodies aro most 
onvecintiy nd aonamloly ined by mena 

‘The operation requires. excavation with 
plekaxes and then sorting. out ofthe of pec 
followed by sizing of the seme within desired 
limits (160mm to -+8'%mm), The sized ore 
i thon losded manually into the ordinary trucks 
‘or tipping trucks and the ore is vensparted to th 
nearest stock-plle at the Railway Yord. At 
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Kitindul, such float ore is. presently unloeded 
thiough the mechanised loading plant.  Besid 
kKitindul siding faclity existe at Bacholl, Here tho 
ore is loaded by manual means. Siding facili 

{for loading {rake 8 day (1.6, 1100. tonnes 
approximately) at Bhansi and extansion of prosent 
4} rake faclity ot Bacheli to full one rako aro 
under construction, These siding facies at 
Bachell and Bhansi_ hove boon crested primarily 
{0 ond float ores by manual means. At prosent 
al the float ore mining transportation and loading 
‘operations ote being cartied out through private 
Contrectors. Tho neture of float of mining 
‘operation is such as t0 provide opportunity for 
the employment of local tribe! population. The 
present fost ote contracts besides employing 
some local tribal people also employ large number 
of labourers. from the adjoining —distets. of 
Chattisgarh (M.P.), Orissa and Andhra Pradesh, 


‘The present scheme envisages the omployment 
‘of local tbs! population by organising on co- 
‘operative basis in float ore mining so that: 


4. Section of the local tribal population gets 
gainful employment 


2 The labour so employed by bsing organised 
co-operative basis will be free ftom the exploita- 
‘tion usual with the working of private contactor, 
with the profits going to the labourer themeoives, 


3, The local tibal population will develop a 

‘sense of participation in the great top of 

developing the febulously rich and immense iron 
‘of the Bailadila range, 


50 employed on eo- 
is will provide odoquate banefits and 
famenites, #0 that Keon sonse of healthy 
competion with the workings of priveto 
‘contractors. develope in this taglon, resulting in 
many divect and indirect bonefits 


5. Finally, NMC will also get some quantity 
‘of oF0 to help the commitmants of export, 


Selection of the float or 

‘The following convenisntly locsted oat ore 
‘areas are available for taking up by the proposed, 
co-operative of local Adivasi 


2, Float ore areas at Bachell botwoen Railway 
line nd the NMDC Kamli-Kirindul road. 


3, Flost area of Dists 1 and 1A st Bacheli 


0 


‘areas are shown in figure 1 


4. Float ore areas sround Bhansi, NMOC 
‘at present Is holding lease for three float ore 
pockets occuring near Shansl, These pockets 
tre (Figs. 2 8 3)— 


(0) Pockot 1 with a totsl estimeted reserve 
{6f 5,00,000 tonnes and is well connected with 
Bhensl Rollway Siding by a permanent road (on 
tho road leading ftom Bhansl to Deparment 6). 
‘The average lead to tho siding is 4 kms 


(b) Pockst 2 occurs tkm east of pocket 1 
‘and contain @ total reserve of 1,00,000 tonnes. A 
foad has to be conetructod to connect it with 
potket 1 t0 take out the ore from hee. 


(©) Pockst 3—This occurs 2 kms. furthar east 
fof pocket 2 and is at present not connected by 
oad. The totel rsaryo is estimated at 1,50:000, 
(Ore ftom all the above packets can be trans 
ported to Bhansi Railway siding. This siding is 
4t present under construction and may take about 
{6 months to be ready for regular loeding of 
brake (oF 1100 tonnes) por day. However, intr- 
mittent loading on one of the two existing opera 
ting fines can b2_ started. immodistaly (this has 
‘the Concurrence of the Rallwsys), 


The propated co-operative society can take 
‘up mining of this a7Sa immediatly ond statt with 
jtermittent loading et the moment and. ofadvally 
build up to } rake @ day supply. and loading by 
the time the siding gets ready, Basids the obove 
pockets, thera are occurrences of float ores in 
tho adjoining teak plantetion areas (for which 
‘mining loa30 has not been obtained.) Reserves 
In tho aroa covered by plantation are ostimatod 
it about 9,00,009 tonnes, Tiss) ardas, alto can 
bo takon up lator on, when work on. timbat may 
bo taken up by tho proposed a9siitysimaltano- 
ously, At} take 8 day supply and. loading 
the hres pockets discussed above (excluding 
the area covorod. by tok plantation). wil last 
‘moto tian 2 yaata, NMDG have slready_ issued 
INIT (Notice laviting tander) in the press for this 
fateo. Tho proposed sociaty can easly quote for 
‘this work and tho work later on can be awarded 
to tho society even ifit requires nogotiation, 
‘The main difficulty in stating work In this area 
fs that— 


(8) roads will have to be constructed to 
‘connect pockets 2 & 3 requising sometime and 
Capital investment, However work can bo started 
Immediately at pocket 1. 


(b) The tellway siding st Bhansi for rogulat 
daly loading will require som? tine for construe 
‘tion, This ig the greatest handicap which may 
ultimately cause Intermittent stoppages till the 
sing gets ready in next sx months time 


(¢) Tho ardais virgin, and no mining has yor 
boon undertaken in this are, 


11 Float oe area Bache ying betwoon tollway 
lino and NMC road: This area (Fig, No. t and 2) 
hhas a minimum reserve of about 2,00,000 tonne 
fand is on the main NMOC Kamoli-Kirindul road. 
‘hia ore e2n bs taken to Kirindul mechanised 
stookoila by the xisting NMOC road and thus 
‘Ro now road con be, constructad for stating 
tha work, Tho avorage load will bo 7 kms. Though 
the atea ls naster to Bachol allway siding (avee 
raga dietanc2 being 3-4 kms), have will not be 
siding facility availale at Bachéli for loading this 
(fe a8 the ptossnt siding facility is for § rake a dey 
‘and skeady ollotiod toa contractor, The extendad 
4} toko siding under construction is. earmarked 
for supply from Districts 1 & 1A discussed below 
land will tka anothor six months or even more 
tims, Mining n this ar8a can be taken up imme- 
diately and ag such as tremendous advantage 
‘that itis not tied up with constuction of siding 
‘or road. NMDC eubmitted application for mining 
lease more than 8 month back. State Govern 
‘ment has to expedite granting of the same, 


Uh, Float ore of Districts 1 & 1A at Bacheli 
These two eee (Fig, 1) have a minimum 
erve of 2,80,000 tonnes and the overage 
ead to Bachall Rly. siding is 3 Kms. This 
‘0a Ip already developad a8 Mining was. sing 
cared out vavlior (in. foct the contact of 
provious contractor hae been terminated and 
fotiement toms with the previous contractor 
‘ta undor finalisation) and Ia connected by 
fegular road to ths Rly. siding, Howover, the 
‘siding. faoilten at Bachell (i the extension 
‘of pteaant facility from 4 rake) already. allotted 
to another eontadtor to full rake are under 
constuction and wil not be ready in another 
‘x months time), 


For stating the work thie area haa the adva- 
tage that-=(a) the roads are developed, 


(2) Howovers the groatestdificlty is. that no 
siding faclity is available st the moment 
for immodiate taking up of the work. 


It ls recommended that the proposed co-opera~ 
tive society to be formod of local tials should 
start It activites by work of raising float ores 
‘of Bacholl ying between Ry. line and NMOC 
Road marked Nine Figs. and discussed jn It 
‘above. The of0is to be of minimum 4-65 per 
‘cont Fo (average of 16 days’ supply and isto 
bbe within 180 mm ond 98 m under size 5 por 
‘cont and aver size 24 per cont tolerances). 


The work should stat by— 


(1). employing 600 !acal Adivasis by organising 
thom as membors of co-oparative sacioty 


(2) Immediately start raising the ore in quarry 


(2) Immodiataly start wansportation of ore 10, 
the Kirindul mechanised stockpile. For this, if 
the purchase of trucks gets delayed, tucks may 
be obtained on hire. 


(4) Alt regular operation for about 2 month 
start to increase production rate by inc:easing 
the labout svength, 


(8) From an initial start of production rate 
ff 500 tonnes/day the society should aim at 
supplying + losding 1,100 tonnes a day within 
‘three months of stat. Ifthe siding facility gots 
ready, the work on loading also be stated at 
Kirindal manual yard in another 12 months! time 
{a separate rate of loading Iz also provided. 
When the Bacheli siding for accepting this ore 
‘get ready in sie months. or 80; this ore can be 
transported to Bachell for loading trom this 

‘this Will have* much shorter led (3-4 Kms.) 
compared to & Kms to Kiindul. For unloading 
‘at Kirindul mechanised stockpile, which is liksly 
to get’ congested with much tuck movement. 
‘expediting sanction and installation of ‘the two 
conveyors at the stockpile for quick drawal of 
‘ros a8 proposed by the project Is needed. 
For auch @ production” rate. labour force 
aquired will be 1,000, the remaining 600 labo- 
turers can be made into members or employed 
‘on contract work basis. Once the society makes 
tho modest beginning, there. is 2 temendovs 
scope before it to increase its activity in a big 
way in the future, The total remaining float 
‘re reserves. along the eastern flanks of the 
Boiladila range are about 6 million tonnes. 


n 


‘The existing contracts with the private conte 
‘Rotors earmarking the areas other then the areas 
discussed above will end by 3tst March 1971. 
NMDC will hava to award new contracts 
‘before 1-4-1970 for supplies from these areas, 
‘which will heve a peteatiel of supplying up to 
8 tune of 6,00,000 tonnes per year. if the 
‘Proposed society functions wel, it can also be 
‘awarded some of théss aveas in April, 1971. 


IV, Constitution of the Society: 


‘The schomo envisages the engogoment of 
local tibols for mining. transportation and loading 
fof the ore into wagons, The labourers 
‘themssivoe wall form into 2 co-operative society, 
‘only local tribals will bo sllowed to be members 
‘ofthe society, The socioty will be got 
registered with initial 600 members end will bo 
sfilated to. the M, P. State Tribal Co-operative 
Development Corporation and the lator will 
work on 2 60:40 pertnership basis with the 
primary society. The finances will be provided 
by the Corporation and the supervision will also 
be done by it. Technical advice will be 
rendered free N.M.D.C. The labourers besid 
‘gstting their wages or dues 2s per the daily 
utput will aiso be entitled thelr shaves of 
Profit by boing members of the society. 


V. Capital Outlay of the Project: 


‘The capital outlay of the scheme is worked 
‘out 26 follows: 


1, Towards purchese of 10 trucks Rs, 5,00,000 
(rest of tho trucks to be 
required will be kept_on hie) 
2. Towards purchase of tools, Rs. 26,000 
tackles. 
3. Towards establishment of huts Rs, 100,000 
for the labourers of members 
‘of the society. 
4. Working capital os Re 48,000 
8, Miscoliencous, including regis Rs, 5,000 
sation. 
Total Rs. 6,75,000 


7 4 © local banks are agreeable to pay 78 per 
‘cent of this amount (66 given to understand 
by the District Authorities). The society thus 
‘would cequir Re. 1,68,750 by way of capital, 
‘As suggested by the District Authorities this 
‘capital can be given by MP. State Tribel 
Co-operative Development Corporation, 


VI, Other Functions of Society 


‘The proposed society besides carrying out the 
‘work of rising ore will also ensure. thet the 
following works of social necessities 10 eet 
‘example in living #8 @ model and. ideel commu 
nity 


4, Neat layout of the comp and keeping the 
‘enmp clean, 


2, Establish © primery schoo! at the camp 
‘with arrangement for adult: education in 
the evening, Aniengements also ave 10 be 
made for boys and girls in_highet classes 

vst NMDC 


3, Eatapish @ modical dispensary at the 
camp, 


Vil, National Mineral Development Corpora- 
tion’s role to help tho work of the 
Society: 


It proposod thet NMDG_ should extend the 
{following help to the soclety for te smooth 
funetionin 


1. Extond necessary. technical advice in 
Jaying out mining benches in the quatty 
and In layout of the roads, 


2, Extend necessary help 26 regards finding 
‘out the ore of stipulated quolity and 
‘quantity, 


3, Extend necessary help Inthe operational 
‘method and syetem inthe light of 
‘experience gained in the are 
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of 0 


4, Give tools and tackles if requited at 
‘normal payment 


5. Give other equipments if avcllable for 
‘ther necessary works. 


6. Give advance payments up to ceitain 
pporoentage in respect to pert of works 
completed for example on the amount 
‘of "of minsd or on the amount of ore 
‘wansported. 


7. NMDC isto award the work of the area 

© as recommended for supplying 6,000 to 
10,000 tonnes each month for the firet 3 
months and. therealter 26,000 tonnes per 
month (excluding 1ain_months when the 
supply be reduced to 10,000 tonnes per 
month in. July, August ond. September 
‘The award may’ be mede initially for 12 
onthe on the basis of tho rates mens 
tioned in the report in pages 14 & 16 the 
ate also quite competitive as compared 
to prevailing rates inthe area). without 
‘90In9 in for tonder, but on tho besie of on 
‘offer to be made in writing by tho 
ocloty, Tho total quantity willbe 2 lakh 
‘dry meric tonnes of minimum 65 per cont 
Fe (avarag® of 15 days supply) of ove bet- 
wen sitet 160 mm, and 98 mm. (8 per 
cent undor size ard-+2'6 per cent over 
‘ize tolerance, agsin on 18 days’ averge) 
NMDC may’ also advance a sum of 
Fis. 160 lakhe to. tho pfoposed society 
with, suitable guarantee 80 that. the work 
‘can be tekon up: Immodiately. without 
fociety’s waiting for enanging Initiat 
capital 


VILL Economies and profitability: 


‘The eest of operation con be worked out as 


follows in the light of ecsts being incutted for 


such works in the Balladia area gt prestnt 


‘The operation involves_mining, ttensportation 

from quetty to NMDC's mechsnised stock: 
pile at Kirindul and overhead including super- 
vision, establishment of camp, interest, social 
heads, ete 


Operational cost/tonne 
Hood 


“on each head 
‘on each sub- 
head 
oy 2% @ 
Re P. Re. P. 

4, Mining: 

(a) Poymont of woges for raising 220 

(b) Rovelty to forest 18 

(@) Rovds 0 quarry 010 

(2) Piting and quality and jungle eutting c 005 260 
2. Transpotation 

(8) Paymont towerde tucks including losding and 400 

unloading, 
(b) Towards men at | stockpile © and roed 02a 500 
maintenance, 

3. Overhead 

(2) Towards camp establishment + 35 

{b) terest 020 

{(@) Social 015 

(4) Supervision ‘ 020 o80 
4, Profit, 00 

900 


may be soon that this rate of Rs, 900 will hove reasonsble meigin of profit and at the aome. 
time quite competitive, i we consider the prevailing rates of eupply at Ballade, 


When the siding at Kirindual manuel yard get ready, and ifthe eociety is required to do loading, 
‘an additional cost of Re. +00 per tonne will be Incured, 


5, Loading 
(0) Labour charge 08s 
(b) Exigency for demurrate 018 roe 


‘This including loading at Kitindul manuel yard, the 


‘would work out at Rs. 1000 ner tonne 
3 


|, Summary and Recommendations 

More than 89 per e8nt ofthe iocal inhabitants 
‘around the fabulously rich and immens> Baisla 
ila hon-0r2 Daposta belong to saheduled tribes 
Sr Adivasia. To. ensure. the participation of 
thea people inthe development of the 
Geposite commensurate with their genius and 
‘capability, it Is proposed to ¢ 


(1) Form a Covoporative Society of - Local 
Tadivasis with an initiak membership of 500 
fartne purpost of sing float oat 
Bach 


(2) The soolety ja to stat with an initial 
production of 602 tonnes/day and to reach 
41400 tonmes/ dy In three months time: 


(8) Tho wokis to bo stated immsdiately by 
ring trucks, but purchase of 10. tucks 
Initially in th-0 manths time js propoved. 


outlay i ostimated at 
Rs, 6,75,000—75 par cent of which |s to 
fe obtained. os loane from local banks 
te the rest fom Madhya Pradeah Stat? 
Tribal Co-operative Developmont Corpo 
ration 


(4) Tho capital 


‘use sap (4 @ Fr) 2-380-—26-. 81900 


(6) NM0C is to provide necessary technical 
‘assistance to give such equigments as 
fequited by tho scelety and hilp in eirange 
jing advance payments as well o9 extend 
al othe; necessary nlp for smooth function 
ring of eociety’s work. 


(8) Calculation of cost of operation indicates 
‘competitive working with good margin of 
profi 

(7) The society soformod would work end 
leave as a model community, 

(@) There js wemendous cope of Increasing 
the activities of the society In 2 big Way 
{for many years to come, 

18) It ie recommended that the scheme a8 
proposed for supply of inicidlly 2 lakhs 
ones of ore in tho fist 12 menths ot tho 
fare of 800 rupses/tonno and Re. 1000 
pet tonne for louding et Kirindul manual 
ord {the rate worked cut 18 quite compe 
Attve as compared to the provaling rates ot 
BBaliacila) on tho basi of cffer to Le mado 
the aocloty in wing Without going. in fer 


tender bo appreved. NM DO Mey also 
Ttdvence e sum of Re 760 tokhs (0 the 
tetiory, ao thot the wok of tho socioty 


ray start immadiately without waiting 
for aranging tho (nitiot capital 


* 


